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HB 1063 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Fish and WIldlife Conservation
Commi ssi on; anmending s. 372.001, F.S.; providing and
revising definitions; anmending s. 372.0222, F.S.;

aut hori zing the conmm ssion to purchase certain pronotional
items; amending s. 372.16, F.S.; deleting an obsol ete
reference relating to private gane preserves and farns;
amending s. 372.57, F.S.; revising provisions specifying
fees and requirenments for recreational |icenses, pernits,
and aut horization nunbers; clarifying | anguage relating to
recreational vessel licenses; authorizing the

establi shnent of a recreational sport season crawfish
permt in Mnroe County and providing for a fee to be
established by the county comm ssion; amendi ng s.

372.6673, F.S.; revising provisions relating to issuance
and expiration dates of alligator trapping |icenses;
anending s. 372.921, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
license requirenents for the sale and exhibition of
wildlife; amending s. 372.99, F.S.; requiring clerks of
the court to notify the conm ssion within a specified tine
period of the disposition of any citation issued under ch.
372, F.S.; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Present subsection (16) of section 372.001,

Fl orida Statutes, is renunbered as subsection (17) and anended

present subsection (17) is renunbered as subsection (18), and a

new subsection (16) is added to said section, to read:
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372.001 Definitions.--In construing these statutes, when

applied to saltwater and freshwater fish, shellfish, crustacea,
sponges, wild birds, and wild aninmals, where the context
permts, the word, phrase, or term

(16) "Saltwater fish" neans any saltwater species of

finfish of the classes Agnatha, Chondrichthyes, or Osteichthyes

and marine invertebrates that of the cl asses Gastropoda,

Bi val via, or Crustacea, or of the phylum Echi nodermata, but does

not include nonliving shells or echi noderns.
(17) 36y "Take" neans taking, attenpting to take,

pur sui ng, hunting, nolesting, capturing, or killing any wildlife

or freshwater or saltwater fish, or their nests or eggs, by any

means, whether or not such actions result in obtaining

possession of such wildlife or freshwater or saltwater fish or

their nests or eggs.

Section 2. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (6) of
section 372.0222, Florida Statutes, to read:

372.0222 Private publication agreenents; adverti sing;
costs of production. --

(6) The comm ssion shall provide services and information
designed to inform Floridians and visitors about Florida's
uni qgue and diverse fish, gane, and wldlife, and nake it
avai | abl e by neans of commonly used nedi a. For the
acconpl i shnent of those purposes, the commi ssion may make
expendi tures to:

(d) Purchase and distribute pronotional itens to increase

publ i ¢ awareness regardi ng boating safety and ot her prograns

that pronpte public safety or resource conservation
Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 372.16, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:
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372.16 Private gane preserves and farns; penalty. --

(4) Any person violating this section for the first
of fense conmts a m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, and for a second or
subsequent offense commts a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Any person
convicted of violating this section shall forfeit to the
conmm ssion any |icense e—permt issued under this section; and
no further |icense e—perwt shall be issued to such person for
a period of 1 year follow ng such conviction.

Section 4. Subsections (1) and (3), paragraph (c) of
subsection (7), and paragraph (d) of subsection (8) of section
372.57, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

372.57 Recreational l|icenses, pernmts, and authorization
nunbers; fees established.--

(1) LICENSE, PERM T, OR AUTHORI ZATI ON NUVBER
REQUI RED. - - Except as provided in s. 372.562, no person shal
hunt—F-sh—or take gane, freshwater or saltwater fish, or fur-

bearing animals within this state without having first obtai ned

a license, permt, or authorization nunber and paid the fees set
forth in this chapter. Such license, permt, or authorization
nunber shall authorize the person to whomit is issued to hunt-

fish- take gane, freshwater or saltwater fish, or fur-bearing

animals, and participate in outdoor recreational activities in
accordance with the laws of the state and rules of the
comm ssi on.

(3) PERSONAL POSSESSI ON REQUI RED. - - Each |icense, permt,
or authorization nunber nust be in the personal possession of
t he person to whomit is issued while such person is huRting-

fHshing—or taking, attenpting to take, or possessi ng gane,
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freshwater or saltwater fish, or fur-bearing aninmals. Any person

hunting—FH-shi-ng—o+r taking, attenpting to take, or possessing

gane, freshwater or saltwater fish, or fur-bearing ani mals who

fails to produce a |license, permt, or authorization nunber at
t he request of a comm ssion | aw enforcenent officer commts a
violation of the | aw

(7) VESSEL LI CENSES.- - -

(c)l. A license for any person who operates any vessel
licensed to carry no nore than 10 customers, or for any person
licensed to operate any vessel carrying 6 or fewer custoners,
wherein a fee is paid, either directly or indirectly, for the
pur pose of taking or attenpting to take saltwater fish, is $400
per year; provided that-—

2— a license for any person |icensed to operate any vessel

carrying 6 or fewer custoners but who operates a vessel carrying

4 or fewer custonmers, wherein a fee is paid, either directly or

indirectly, for the purpose of taking or attenpting to take
saltwater fish, is $200 per year. The license nust be kept
aboard the vessel at all tines.

2.3~ A person who operates a vessel required to be
I icensed pursuant to paragraph (b) or this paragraph nay obtain
a license in her or his own nane, and such |icense shall be
transferable and apply to any vessel operated by the purchaser,
provi ded that the purchaser has paid the appropriate |icense
f ee.

(8) SPECI FI ED HUNTI NG, FI SHI NG, AND RECREATI ONAL ACTIVITY
PERM TS.--1n addition to any |icense required under this
chapter, the following permts and fees for specified hunting,

fishing, and recreational uses and activities are required:
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(d)1. An annual crawfish permt for a resident or

nonresident to take or possess any crawfish for recreational
purposes fromany waters of the state is $2. Revenue generated
fromthe sale of crawfish permts shall be used exclusively for
prograns to benefit the crawfi sh popul ati on.

2. The conmission is authorized to establish by rule a

Monroe County recreational sport season crawfish permt. The

commi ssion shall set the fee for the permt at no nore than $10.

The permt is in addition to the permt required by subparagraph

1. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of this chapter, there

are no excl usions, exceptions, or exenptions fromthis permt

fee for all persons taking or possessing crawfish during the

recreational sport season for the species in Monroe County as

est abl i shed by the comm ssi on.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
372.6673, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

372. 6673 Taking and possession of alligators; trapping
i censes; fees.--

(1)(a) No person shall take or possess any alligator or
the eggs thereof w thout having first obtained fromthe
commi ssion a trapping license and paid the fee provided in this
section. Such license shall be dated when issued and renmain
valid for 12 nonths after the date of issuance fremJune1-to
June—30—ofthefollowng—year and shall authorize the person to

whomit is issued to take or possess alligators and their eggs,

and to sell, possess, and process alligators and their hides and
meat, in accordance with | aw and comm ssion rules. Such |license
shall not be transferable and shall not be valid unless it bears
onits face in indelible ink the nane of the person to whomit

is issued. Such license shall be in the personal possession of
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the licensee while such person is taking alligators or their

eggs or is selling, possessing, or processing alligators or
their eggs, hides, or neat. The failure of the licensee to

exhi bit such license to the conmssion or its wildlife officers,
when such person is found taking alligators or their eggs or is
found selling, possessing, or processing alligators or their
eggs, hides, or neat, shall be a violation of |aw

Section 6. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 372.921,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

372.921 Exhibition of wildlife. --

(1) In order to provide hunane treatnment and sanitary
surroundings for wild animals kept in captivity, no person,
firm corporation, or association shall have, or be in
possession of, in captivity for the purpose of public display
with or without charge or for public sale any wldlife,
specifically birds, mamual s, anphi bians, and reptiles, whether
i ndi genous to Florida or not, without having first secured a
permt fromthe conm ssion authorizing such person, firm or
corporation to have in its possession in captivity the species
and nunber of wldlife specified within such permt; however,
this section does not apply to any wildlife not protected by |aw
and the rules of the conm ssion.

(2) The fees to be paid for the issuance of permts fer
the—exhibition—of—wld-ife required by subsection (1) shall be
as foll ows:

(a) For not nore than 10 Cass I, Cass Il, or Cass Il
i ndi vi dual specinens in the aggregate of all species, the sum of

$5 per annum
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(b) For over 10 Class |, Cass Il, or dass Il individual

speci nens in the aggregate of all species, the sum of $25 per

annum

The fees prescribed by this subsection shall be submtted to the
comm ssion with the application for permt required by
subsection (1) and shall be deposited in the State Gane Trust
Fund.

Section 7. Section 372.99, Florida Statutes, is anmended to
read:

372.99 Illegal taking and possession of deer and wild
turkey; evidence; penalty.--

(1) Whoever takes or kills any deer or wild turkey, or
possesses a freshly killed deer or wild turkey, during the
cl osed season prescribed by |aw or by the rules and regul ati ons
of the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion, or whoever
takes or attenpts to take any deer or wild turkey by the use of
gun and light in or out of closed season, is guilty of a
m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083, and shall forfeit any license or permt
i ssued to her or himunder the provisions of this chapter. No
|icense shall be issued to such person for a period of 3 years
foll owi ng any such violation on the first offense. Any person
guilty of a second or subsequent violation shall be pernmanently
ineligible for issuance of a license or permt thereafter.

(2) The display or use of a light in a place where deer
m ght be found and in a manner capabl e of disclosing the
presence of deer, together with the possession of firearns or
ot her weapons custonmarily used for the taking of deer, between 1

hour after sunset and 1 hour before sunrise, shall be prim
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faci e evidence of an intent to violate the provisions of

subsection (1). This subsection does not apply to an owner or
her or his enployee when patrolling or inspecting the | and of
t he owner, provided the enpl oyee has satisfactory proof of
enpl oynment on her or his person.

(3) Whoever takes or kills any doe deer; fawn or baby
deer; or deer, whether male or fenmale, which does not have one
or nore antlers at least 5 inches in |ength, except as provided
by law or the rules of the Fish and WIldlife Conservation
Comm ssion, during the open season prescribed by the rules of
the conmi ssion, is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, and may be
required to forfeit any license or permt issued to such person
for a period of 3 years follow ng any such violation on the
first offense. Any person guilty of a second or subsequent
viol ation shall be permanently ineligible for issuance of a
license or permt thereafter

(4) Any person who cultivates agricultural crops may apply
to the Fish and WIldlife Conservation Commi ssion for a permt to
take or kill deer on |land which that person is currently
cultivating. Wien said person can show, to the satisfaction of
the Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Conm ssion, that such taking
or killing of deer is justified because of damage to the
person's crops caused by deer, the Fish and Wldlife
Conservation Conm ssion nay issue a limted permt to the
applicant to take or kill deer without being in violation of
subsection (1) or subsection (3).

(5) Whoever possesses for sale or sells deer or wild
turkey taken in violation of this chapter or the rules and

regul ati ons of the commssion is guilty of a felony of the third
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degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.

775. 084.

(6) Any person who enters upon private property and shines
i ghts upon such property, wthout the express perm ssion of the
owner of the property and wth the intent to take deer by
utilizing such shining lights, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor
of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775. 083.

(7) Upon final disposition of any all eged offense for

which a citation for any violation of this chapter or the rul es

of the comm ssi on has been issued, the court shall, within 10

days after the final disposition of the action, certify the

di sposition to the comm ssi on.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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