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HB 1075 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the use of farmlands; creating s.

163. 3162, F.S.; providing a popul ar nane; providing

| egi slative findings and purpose with respect to
agricultural activities conducted on |land in urban areas;
defining the terns "farm"™ "farm operation,” and "farm
product" for purposes of the act; prohibiting a I ocal
governnent from adopti ng any ordi nance, resolution,
regulation, rule, or policy to prohibit or otherwise linmt
a bona fide farmor farmoperation on certain land that is
an integral part of a farmoperation or that is classified
as agricultural land; prohibiting a |ocal governnent from
changing the | and use classification or zoning designation
of such agricultural land without a witten agreenment from

the affected | andowner; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 163.3162, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

163.3162 Agricultural Lands and Practices Act. --

(1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
popul ar nane the "Agricultural Lands and Practices Act."

(2) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND PURPCSE. - - The Legi sl ature
finds that agricultural production is a major contributor to the

econony of the state; that agricultural |ands constitute uni que

and irrepl aceabl e resources of statewi de inportance; that the

continuation of agricultural activities preserves the |andscape

and environmental resources of the state, contributes to the

increase of tourism and furthers the econonm c self-sufficiency
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of the people of the state; and that the encouragenent,

devel opnent, inprovenent, and preservation of agriculture wll

result in a general benefit to the health, safety, and welfare

of the people of the state. The Legislature further finds that

agricultural activities conducted on farmland in urban areas

are potentially subject to restrictions inposed by |ocal

governnents which are duplicative, overbearing, and unnecessary

to protect the public fromperceived harm It is the purpose of

this act to protect reasonable agricultural activities conducted

on farmlands fromduplicative regul ati on.
(3) DEFINITIONS. --As used in this section, the term
(a) "Farnm! is as defined in s. 823.14.
(b) "Farm operation" is as defined in s. 823.14.

(c) "Farmproduct" nmeans any plant, as defined in s.

581. 011, or aninmal useful to humans and i ncludes, but is not

limted to, any product derived therefrom
(4) DUPLI CATI ON OF REGULATI ON. - - Except as ot herw se
provided in this section and s. 487.051(2), and notw thstandi ng

any other law, including any provision of chapter 125 or this

chapter, a |l ocal governnent may not exercise any of its powers

to adopt any ordi nance, resolution, regulation, rule, or policy

to prohibit, restrict, regulate, or otherwise limt an activity

of a bona fide farmor farmoperation, or deprive any owner or

operator of a full and conplete use of |ands and farm practi ces

for production of any farm product on land that is an integral

part of a farmoperation or that is classified as agricul tural

| and pursuant to s. 193.461, if such activity is regul at ed

t hr ough best - managenent practices or by an existing state,

regi onal, or federal regul atory program
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(5) WRI TTEN AGREEMENT REQUI RED. - - A | ocal governnent may

not change the | and use classification or the zoni ng desi gnation

of land that is an integral part of a farmoperation or that is

classified as agricultural |and pursuant to s. 193.461 unless it

receives witten agreenent for the change fromthe affected

| andowner .
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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