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HB 1121 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to children in custody of the state;
requiring the Departnent of Children and Famly Services
to enter into interagency agreenents with public or
private entities for delivery of services to children in
care or custody or under the supervision of the
departnent; requiring an agreenent between the depart nent
and the Departnent of Education; requiring an agreenent
bet ween the departnment and district school boards;

speci fying provisions of each agreenent; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services

or its successor shall enter into agreenents, contracts, or

ot her |l egal arrangenents with public or private entities for the

purpose of facilitating the delivery of any service or program

to children in the care or custody or under the supervision of

t he departnent, avoiding duplication of services or prograns, or

conbi ning resources to naxin ze the availability or delivery of

servi ces or prograns.

(1) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services shal

enter into an agreenment with the Departnent of Education

regarding the education and related care of children known to

t he departnment who are in shelter care, foster care, or out-of-

hone care, placed with a relative caregiver, or under protective

supervi sion of the departnent. Such agreenent shall be designed

to expedite, facilitate, access, and ot herw se provi de educati on
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HB 1121 2003
success to children known to the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services.

(2) The Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services shal

enter into agreenents with district school boards or other |ocal

educational entities regarding the education and rel ated

services of children known to the departnent. The interagency

agr eenent between each school district and the applicable

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services district or |ead

agency for such district shall fulfill the constitutional

mandate to provide an education to Florida's children, including

t hose children in the tenporary or pernanent custody of the

state. Each agreenent shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) Responsibility by the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services for enrolling the child in school or continuing

the child s enrollnment at the sane school to avoid disruption of

education fromthe tine of shelter until other appropriate

arrangenents can be nade.

(b) A requirenent that the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services request of a school district all avail able and

appropriate services for a child in the custody of the state and

notify the school district where the child resides and the

casewor ker's nanme and phone nunber for child safety purposes.

(c) An authorization for a school district and the

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services to share infornation

about a child, since the sharing of infornmation will assist each

agency in providing education and rel ated services for the
benefit of the child.
(d) Provision for transportation of a child in state

cust ody when such transportation will avoid a change in school

assignnent due to a change in residential placenent, and any
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ot her nmechani sms designed to stabilize a child' s school

pl acenent while the child is known to the departnent.

(e) Cooperation in accessing the services and supports

needed for a child who has or is suspected of having a

disability to receive an appropriate education consistent with

the Individuals with Disabilities Educati on Act and state

i npl emrenting | aws, rul es, and assurances.

(f) GCoordination of services for a child who has or is

suspected of having a disability, to include:

1. Pronpt referral for eval uation.

2. Sharing of eval uations between the school district and

t he Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services.

3. Provision of education and rel ated servi ces appropriate

for the child' s needs and abilities.

4. Coordination of services and plans between the schoo

and the residential setting.

5. Appointnment of a surrogate parent for educati onal

pur poses for each child as soon as the child is determned to be

dependent and without regard to where the child is placed so

t hat one surrogate parent can follow the child' s education

during his or her entire tinme in state custody.

6. Training for surrogate parents to include the effects

of abuse, neglect, and renmoval fromhone on the child's ability

to | earn.

7. For each child 14 years of age and older, transition

pl anni ng by the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services and

all providers, including the departnent's independent |iving

program staff.

8. Provision of parent training in cases in which

reuni fication is the goal or for preadoptive parents when
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HB 1121 2003
adoption is the goal, so that parents |learn how to access the

services the child needs and the i nportance of their invol venent

in the child' s educati on.

(g) Provision of individualized student intervention or

academ c i nprovenent plans when a deterni nati on has been nade

through | egally appropriate criteria that intervention services

are required.

(h) Participation by the district school systemin

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services case planning for a

child, both at the tine of plan devel opnent and plan revi ew.

(i) Training for caseworkers and foster parents to include

information on the child' s right to an education, the role of an

education in the child s devel opnent and adjustnent, the proper

ways to access education and related services for the child, and

t he i nportance and strategies for parent involvenent in

education for the success of the child.

(j) Training of Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services

contractors and school -1 eased contractors with respect to the

education of children and rel ated i ssues.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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