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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to Jackson County Hospital District,
3 Jackson County; codifying special laws relating to the
4 district; amending, codifying, and reenacting all specia
5 acts relating to the Jackson County Hospital District as a
6 single act; repealing all prior special acts related to
7 Jackson County Hospital Corporation; renam ng the
8 corporation the Jackson County Hospital District;
9 provi ding an effective date.
10
11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Statutes,
14| this act constitutes the codification of all special acts
15| relating to the Jackson County Hospital Corporation. It is the
16| intent of the Legislature in enacting this act to provide a
17| single conprehensive special act charter for the district,
18| including all current authority granted to the district by its
19| several |egislative enactnents.
20 Section 2. Chapters 19901 (1939), 21312 (1941), 57-1420,
21| 61-2289, 69-1165, 71-689, 71-690, 76-389, and 79-483, Laws of
22| Florida, are anended, codified, reenacted, and repeal ed as
23| provided in this act.
24 Section 3. The charter for the Jackson County Hospital
25| District is re-created and reenacted to read:
26 Section 1. Boundaries of the district.--This act nay be
271 cited as the “Jackson County Hospital District,” which shal
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28| conprise and include all the territory within Jackson County,

29| less and except the foll ow ng descri bed portion thereof:

30
31
32
33

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

55

Begin at the SE corner of Section 34, Township 5
North, Range 12 West, thence West to the SWcorner of
Section 31, Township 5 North, Range 12 West; thence
North to the NWcorner of Sectionl9, Township 5 North,
Range 12 West; thence West to the intersection of the

South line of Section 13, Township 5 North, Range

14West and the center |line of Holnes Creek; thence

Nort heasterly neandering along the center |ine of

Hol nes Creek to its intersection with the North |ine
of Section 23, Township 7 North, Range 13 West (being

t he boundary |line between the States of Florida and

Al abama); thence East al ong the boundary | ine between

the states of Florida and Al abama to the i ntersection

of said line with the center Iine of Marshall Creek in
Section 22, Township 7 North, Range 11 West; thence

Sout heasterly, neandering along the center |ine of
Marshall Creek and the West line of the Chipola River

to the intersection of the West |ine of the Chipola

Ri ver and the Southline of Section 32, Township 6
North, Range 10 West; thence West to the Sout hwest
corner of Section 34, Township 6 North, Range 12 \West;
t hence South to the SE corner of Section 16, Township
5 North, Range 12 West; thence East to the NE Corner
of Section 22, Township 5 North, Range 12 Wst; thence
South to the SE corner of Section 34, Township 5
North, Range 12 West and the Point of Begi nning (the
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56 excepted property constituting the geographi c area of
57 the Canpbellton-Gaceville Hospital District as
58 established by Section 1 of Chapter 61-2290, Laws of
59 Florida, 1961).
60 Section 2. Purpose of district.--There is hereby created a

61| public, non-profit independent special district, which is hereby

62| designated as Jackson County Hospital District, for the purposes

63| of erecting, building, equipping, nmaintaining, and operating at

64| or near Marianna, within the Jackson County Hospital District, a

65| public hospital for the providing of health care services to the

66/ citizens and residents of the District and ot hers seeking

67| nedical care and treatnent at the hospital, to be known as

68| Jackson Hospital. The District is hereby granted authority to

69| erect, build, equip, nmaintain, and operate the public hospital

70| and related facilities. The nunber of beds, services, and

71| facilities of the hospital may fromtine to tine be increased,

72| decreased, enl arged, extended, or expanded at the discretion of

73| the District and in conpliance with other applicable | aws. The

74| purposes of the District in its exercise of the authorities

75| granted in this act are hereby declared to be public purposes.

76 Section 3. Menbership and organi zati on of the governing
77| board of the district.--
78 (1) The affairs of the District shall be nanaged and

79| governed by a board of nine trustees who shall be directors of

80| the District, appointed as hereinafter provided. Each of the

81| trustees shall be a citizen and resident of the Jackson County

82| Hospital District. The trustees naned, qualified, and serving

83| shall continue to be trustees for and during the termof their
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84| present conmi ssion and until their successors shall be naned,

85| appointed, and have qualified. The termof office of each

86| successor trustee shall be 4 years. Upon the death,

87| resignation, or renoval of any trustee, his or her unexpired

88| termshall be filled by appointnment. Al trustees of the

89| District shall be appointed by the Governor.

90 (2) The nenbers of the board of trustees, the officers,

91| and the enpl oyees of the District having authority to receive

92| and di sburse funds belonging to the District shall give bond,

93| payable to the District, conditioned upon their faithful

94| handling and accounting of all such funds received or disbursed

95| by them The bond shall be in an anount approved by the board

96| of trustees, sufficient to indemify the District against all

97| | osses occasioned by any violation of its terms. The prem um
98| for such bond shall be paid by the District.

99 (3) The nenbers of the board of trustees shall serve

100 wi thout conpensation but shall be rei nbursed for their

101| reasonabl e and necessary expenses incurred in attending to the

102| affairs and business of the District.

103 (4) The board of trustees shall el ect one of its nenbers

104 as chair of the board, who shall preside over neetings thereof

105| and exerci se such additional powers as nay be authorized in the
106/ bylaws of the District.
107 (5) A nmgjority of the nenbers of the board of trustees

108 shall at any regular or called neeting constitute a quorum and

109 they shall have power to adopt by-laws, and rul es and

110| requlations for the governnent of the District.
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111 (6) The provisions of chapter 120, Florida Statutes, shall

112| not apply to the District.
113 (7) The District shall be afforded all the privil eges and
114 inmmunities of section 768.28, Florida Statutes, or its successor

115 in function.

116 Section 4. Powers of the district and its governing

117| body. --

118 (1) The District shall:

119 (a) Have perpetual existence.

120 (b) Be a non-profit organization, its net earnings to be

121| placed in a reserve fund and used and expended only for public

122| hospital and health care purposes or for related charitable,

123| scientific, or educational purposes.

124 (c) Issue no stock or shares and pay no divi dends.
125 (2) The board of trustees of the District shall have all

126 of the powers of a body corporate, including, but not limted to

127 the power:

128 (a) To sue and be sued under the nane of Jackson County

129| Hospital District, wthout waiving any privilege or immunity of
130 section 768.28, Florida Statutes.

131 (b) To adopt and use a commpbn corporate seal and to alter
132 the sane.

133 (c) To contract and be contracted with; purchase, take,

134 receive, |lease, take by qgift, grant, devise, or otherw se

135/ acquire, own, hold, inprove, use, or otherwise deal in and with

136 real or personal property, or any interest therein, wherever
137| situat ed.
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138 (d) To incur liabilities, borrow nbney at such rates of

139| interest as the District may determ ne, issue its notes, bonds,

140\ or other obligations, and secure any of its obligations by

141 nortgage, pledge, or assignment of all or any of its property,

142| franchi ses, or incone.

143 (e) To sell, convey, nortgage, pledge, |ease, exchange,

144 transfer, or otherw se dispose of all or any part of its

145| property and assets.

146 (f) To purchase, take, receive, subscribe for, or

147| otherw se acquire, own, hold, vote, use, enploy, sell, nortgage,

148 | end, pledge or ot herw se di spose of and ot herwi se use and deal

149 in and with, shares and other interests in, or obligations of,

150| other donestic or foreign corporations, whether for profit or

151| not for profit, obligations of the United States, or of any

152| other governnent, state, territory, governnental district,

153 nunicipality, or of any instrunentality thereof.

154 (g) To lend noney for its corporate purposes, invest and

155/ reinvest its funds, and take and hold real and personal property

156 as security for the paynent of funds so | oaned or invested; to

157 make donations for the public welfare or for charitable,

158| scientific, educational, or other sim/lar purposes.

159 (h) To establish, construct, equip, operate, and maintain

160| hospitals and related facilities for linmted nedical care as, in

161| its opinion, shall be necessary for the use of the citizens and

162| residents of the District and for the public good, the | ocation

163| of such hospitals and related facilities for limted nedical

164| care to be determ ned by the board.
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165 (i) To have and exercise all powers necessary, incidenta

166| or convenient to effect any or all of the purposes for which the

167 District is organi zed under the provisions of this act.

168| Provi ded, however, that any nortgage of the real property of the

169 District shall first be approved by the Board of County

170{ Comm ssioners of Jackson County.

171 (3) The board shall provide for the operation and

172 mai ntenance of all health care facilities owned, operated, or
173| nmintained by the District.
174 (4) The board shall enploy and discharge all persons who

175 nmy be enpl oyed by the District or its health care facilities

176| and to fix their salaries. The board nmay provide for the

177) rei nbursenent of reasonabl e and necessary expenses of enpl oyees

178 and physicians incurred in attending to the affairs and busi ness

179 of the District. The board nay recruit enpl oyees and pay

180 reasonabl e expenses incurred therewith as determ ned by the

181| board. The board may al so grant schol arshi ps to students upon

182| such reasonable terns as deternm ned by the board.

183 (5) The board shall make all appointnents to the

184| professional staff and shall grant practice privileges to

185 physicians, dentists, and ot her appropriate persons. No person

186/ shall be appointed to the professional staff or granted

187| privileges to practice at Jackson Hospital unless duly |icensed

188| by the appropriate exam ning agency of the state. The board of

189| trustees shall adopt by |aws and rul es and regul ati ons

190 promul gating such additional qualifications and criteria with

191| which applicants for privileges and appointnent to the

192| professional staff shall be required to conply; providing for
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193| delineation, restriction, suspension, and revocation of

194| privileges; and providing for periodic review and reappoi nt nent

195| of staff nmenbers. Applications for privileges and staff

196/ nenbership shall be submitted in witing, in a nanner and form

197| approved by the board. The board shall grant privil eges and

198 nmke appointnents only after review of the application and

199| consideration of reconmendati ons fromthe professional staff.

200/ Upon a grant of privileges and appoi ntnent to the professiona

201| staff, a practitioner shall be entitled to utilize the

202| facilities of the District for the care and treatnent of his or

203| her patients, but only in accordance with the by-laws and rul es

204| and reqgul ati ons adopted by the board of trustees and in

205| accordance with the laws of the state.

206 (6) The board shall have power and authority to receive

207| and di sburse for the purposes herein authorized all public

208| noneys appropriated to and paid over to the District, as well as

209| other funds received by or on behalf of the District.

210 (7) The board shall further have authority to provide for

211| the prescription of rules and regulations for the treatnent and

212 admi ssion of all patients; to prescribe rates, fees, and charges

213| to be nmade to patients for services provided by the District,

214 and to charge and nodify the sane fromtine to tine; to

215| deternm ne classes of patients who shall be treated or admtted

216| as free patients or otherwi se entitled to unconpensat ed

217| services, and to adopt statenents of policy relating thereto; to

218| sue for and collect all anounts that nay reasonably be charged

219 to patients, their famlies, or other persons legally
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220| responsi ble for such charges rendered in connection with the

221| treatnent of patients.

222 (8) The board is hereby authorized, in connection with its

223| activities of constructing, equipping, operating, and

224 nmaintaining a public hospital and related health care

225| facilities, to enter into such contracts and agreenents with

226| governnental agencies, federal, state or |local, other hospitals

227 and health care facilities, and other individuals, partnerships,

228| and corporations, whether organized for profit or not for profit

229 as in the opinion of the board of trustees are necessary or

230| appropriate to the acconplishnent of the purposes of this act.

231 Any such agreenent may provide for the association of the

232 District with one or nore agencies, hospitals, or health care

233| facilities for joint participation in acquiring, purchasing, or

234| providing of services, naterials, supplies, or facilities

235! necessary or incidental to the purposes of the District.

236 Section 5. Authorization for Jackson County Board of

237 County Conm ssioners to fund hospitals; source of funds.--
238 (1) The Board of County Conm ssioners of Jackson County

239 and their successors are hereby charged with the duty of

240| providing revenue for the erection, building, equipping, and

241 nmai ntenance and operation of the aforesaid Jackson Hospital,

242| fromyear to year, such revenue or noneys representing sanme to

243| be paid over to the Trustees of said Jackson County Hospit al

244 District by, or upon the order of, the Board of County

245! Conm ssi oners of Jackson County, Florida and their successors:

246| Provi ded, however, that not nore than 5 mlls on the dollar of
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247! ad valoremtaxes shall be levied in any given year for the

248| purposes af oresaid.

249 (2) For the purposes of erecting, building, equipnent,

250 nmai ntenance, and operation of the said Jackson Hospital, or any

251| of such purposes, there is hereby appropriated to the District

252 $12,000 annually fromthe funds that are authorized for Jackson
253| County pursuant to section 212.20(6)(d)7., Florida Statutes, or
254| its successor in function.
255 Section 6. Bonds. --
256 (1) The governing body of Jackson County is authorized to

257| i1ssue bonds payable fromad val oremtaxation or from ot her

258| legally available revenues of the county or the district and to

259| pledge therefor, and to | evy or cause to be | evied an ad val orem

260 tax not to exceed 2 mlls per annumon all property not

261| otherwi se exenpt in the hospital district over and above al

262| other taxes authorized or limted by law, sufficient to pay the

263| principal and interest as the sane becone due on such bonds,

264| which shall be in such form and denom nati on, bearing an

265| interest rate that does not exceed that authorized by general

266 |law. The Board of County Comm ssioners is authorized to refund

267| any or all such bonds heretofore or hereafter issued for any and

268 all lawful hospital purposes.
269 (2) Al bonds of the Jackson County Hospital District,
270| payable fromad val oremtaxati on and maturing nore than 12

271 nonths after issuance, nmay be issued only when approved by vote

272 of the electors. The election shall be called and held by the

273| governi ng body of Jackson County subject to the provisions of

274 general law. In the event it is determ ned by the Board of
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275| Trustees to hold such an el ection, the governi ng body of Jackson

276 County shall by resolution order such election to be held in the

277] District, and shall give notice of said election by publication

278| in a newspaper of general circulation within the District. The

279| costs of the election shall be paid by the District, which is

280| hereby authorized to pay or reinburse the governi ng body of

281| Jackson County for the costs of any election or elections as

282| required by this act.

283 (3) The procedure provided in general |aw shall govern the

284| calling and conduct of such el ection

285 (4) The formof such bonds shall be fixed by resol ution of

286 the governing body of Jackson County and the bonds shall be

287| signed by the Chairman of the Board and countersi gned by the

288| secretary of the Board under the seal of the District. The

289 coupons, if any, shall be executed by the facsimle signatures

290| of said officers. The delivery, at any subsequent date, of any

291| bond and coupon so executed shall be valid, although before the

292| date of delivery the person signing such bonds or coupons shal

293| cease to hold office.

294 (5) The bonds may be issued in the formand nmanner as

295| determned by the Board of the District not inconsistent with

296| general law. This act shall be construed to provide conplete

297| authority to issue debt in any reasonabl e formand nanner as
298| determ ned by the Board of the District that are not

299| inconsistent with general |aw.

300 (6) No resolution or proceeding in respect to the i ssuance

301| of bonds hereunder shall be necessary, except such as is

302| required by this section and general | aw.
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303 Section 7. District tax exenption.--All property which nay

304| be acquired or owned by the said District shall be exenpt from

305| taxation of every kind, except that this exenption shall not

306| apply to interest earnings subject to taxation under chapter
307| 220, Florida Statutes.
308 Section 8. Liens.--

309 (1) Every individual, partnership, firm association,

310 corporation, institution, and governnmental unit, and every

311| conbination of any of the foregoing operating a hospital in

312| Jackson County, shall be entitled to a lien for all reasonable

313| charges for hospital care, treatnment, and mai ntenance of ill or

314 injured persons upon any and all causes of action, suits,

315| clainms, counterclains, and demands accruing to the persons to

316/ whom such care, treatnent, or mmi ntenance are furni shed, or

317| accruing to the legal representatives of such persons, and upon

318| all judgnents, settlenents, and settl enent agreenents rendered

319 or entered into by virtue thereof, on account of illness or

320 injuries giving rise to such causes of action, suits, clains,

321| counterclainms, demands, judgnents, settlenment, or settl enent

322| agreenents and whi ch necessitated or shall have necessitated

323| such hospital care, treatnent, and nmai nt enance.

324 (2) In order to perfect such lien, the executive officer

325| or agent of a hospital, before or within 10 days after any such

326| person shall have been di scharged from such hospital, shall file

327 in the office of the clerk of the circuit court of Jackson

328/ County a certified claimin witing setting forth the nane and

329| address of such patient, as it shall appear on the records of

330| such hospital, the nane and | ocation of such hospital, and the
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331 nane and address of the executive officer or agent of such

332| hospital, the date of adm ssion to and di scharge of such patient

333 therefrom the anmount clained to be due for such hospital care,

334| treatnent, and nmi ntenance, and, to the best know edge of the

335| person signing such claim the nanes and addresses of al

336| persons, firns, or corporations clained by such ill or injured

337| person or by the |legal representative of such person, to be

338| liable on account of such illness or injuries; such clai nant

339| shall also, within one day after the filing of such claimor

340 lien, nail a copy thereof by registered or certified nail,

341| postage prepaid, to each person, firmor corporation so clained

342 to be liable on account of such illness or injuries, at the

343| address so given in such statenent. The filing of such claim

344| shall be notice thereof to all persons, for injuries, whether or

345 not they are naned in such claimor lien, and whether or not a

346| copy of such claimshall have been received by them

347 (3) The clerk of the circuit court of Jackson County shal

348| endorse on such claimthe date and hour of filing, shall provide

349 a hospital lien book with proper index in which he or she shal

350/ record such claim and shall show therein the date and hour of

351 such filing. He or she shall be paid by the claimant as his or

352 her fee for such filing and recording of each claimthe sum of
353| $1.50.
354 (4) No release or satisfaction of any action, suit, claim

355 counterclaim demand, judgnent, settlenment, or settl enent

356| agreenment, or of any of them shall be valid or effectual as

357| against such lien unless such lienholder shall join therein or

358| execute a release of such lien. Any acceptance of a rel ease or

Page 13 of 16
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

O

HB 1223, Engrossed 1 2003

359| satisfaction of any such cause of action, suit, claim

360 counterclaim denand, or judgnent and any settl enent of any of

361| the foregoing in the absence of a rel ease or satisfaction of the

362| lien referred to in this section shall prinma facie constitute an

363| inpairnent of such lien, and the |ienhol der shall be entitled to

364| an action at | aw for danages on account of such inpairnent, and

365| in such action may recover fromthe one accepting such rel ease

366| or satisfaction or nmaki ng such settl enent the reasonabl e cost of

367| such hospital care, treatnent, and nmai ntenance. Satisfaction of

368| any judgnent rendered in favor of the lienholder in any such

369| action shall operate as a satisfaction of the lien. Any action

370 by the lienholder shall be brought in the court having

371 jurisdiction of the anbunt of the |lienholder's claimand may be

372| brought and nmintained in the county wherein the |ienhol der has

373| his or her, its, or their residence or place of business. |If

374 the lienholder shall prevail in such action, the |ienhol der

375| shall be entitled to recover fromthe defendant, in addition to

376| costs otherwise allowed by law, all reasonable attorney's fees

377 and expenses incident to the matter.

378 (5) No person shall be entitled to recover or receive

379 danmges on account of hospital care, treatnent, and nai nt enance

380 unless he or she shall affirmatively show that he or she has

381| paid the cost thereof. Provided, however, that in any action,

382| suit, or counterclaimbrought on account of illness or injury,

383| the plaintiff or counterclaimant nay include as an item of

384| danmmge the cost of such hospital care, treatnent, and

385 nmmintenance, if prior to the trial of the action he or she shal

386| have notified the lienholder referred to in this section of the
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387| pendency of such action or counterclain whereupon such

388| lienholder shall have the right, w thout | eave of court, to

389| intervene in the case and prove the reasonabl e cost of such

390| hospital care, treatnent, and nai ntenance. Any verdict that nmay

391| be rendered in favor of the plaintiff or counterclai mant shal

392| set forth the amount the jury finds to be due the |ienhol der for

393| such hospital care, treatnent, and nmi ntenance and the nanme of

394| such lienholder. Any judgnent rendered in the case in favor of

395| the plaintiff or counterclaimant shall also be in favor of the

396| lienholder in the anbunt set forth by the jury's verdict. The

397| provisions of this section shall not be applicable to accidents

398 or injuries within the purview of the workers conpensati on act
399 of this state.
400 Section 9. Financial disclosure; the board.--

401 (1) Requirenments for financial disclosure, neeting

402| notices, reporting, and public records, shall be as set forth in
403| chapters 119, 189, 286,and 395, Florida Statutes, as they may be

404! anended fromtine to tine.

405 Section 10. Preparation of budget.--The board of trustees

406| shall provide for the preparati on of an annual budget in

407| accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.

408 Section 11. Anendnent and di ssol ution of the

409| district.--The District may be di ssolved only by action of the

410 Legislature. This act may not be anended except by action of

411| the Legislature.

412 Section 12. Conprehensi ve pl anni ng. -- Except as nay

413| otherwi se be required by general |aw, conprehensive planning is

414| not required by this act.
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415 Secti on 4. Notice.--1t is found and determ ned that the

416 notice of intention to apply for this legislation was given in

417| the tine, form and manner required by the Constitution and Laws

418| of the state. Said notice is found to be sufficient and is

419| hereby validated and approved.

420 Section 5. |If any provision of this act or its application

4211 to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity

422| does not affect other provisions or applications of the act

423| which can be given effect without the invalid provision or

424| application, and to this end the provisions of this act are

425 decl ared severabl e.

426 Section 6. Chapters 19901, 21312, 57-1420, 61-2289, 69-
427| 1165, 71-689, 71-690, 76-389, and 79-483, Laws of Florida, are
428| repeal ed.

429 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw
430
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