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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1250

By the Committee on Conprehensive Pl anning; and Senator W se

316-2374-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to obscenity; requiring public
libraries to install and nmintain conputer
software or equival ent technol ogy that
prohi bits access to obscene materials by
m nors; providing that the installation of
software or technology in a library having only
one public-access conputer is within the
library's discretion; providing a finding of
i nportant state interest; anmending s. 257.17,
F.S.; establishing nininumstandards for
recei pt of operating grants; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Each county or nunicipal public library

that nakes avail able for public use conputer on-line service,

Internet service, or |ocal bulletin-board service shal

install and nmaintain conputer software or equival ent

t echnol ogy on any conputer that is nade avail able to persons

under 18 years of age which prohibits access to materials that

contai n obscene descriptions, photographs, or depictions. I|f

the library has only one conputer avail able for public use,

the installation of such software or technol ogy shall be

within the discretion of the library.

Section 2. In accordance with Section 18, Article VI

of the State Constitution, the Legislature finds that the

installation and nmai ntenance by public |ibraries of conputer

software or equival ent technol ogy that prohibits access by
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persons under 18 years of age to obscene materials fulfills an

i nportant state interest.
Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 257.17, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

257.17 QOperating grants.--A political subdivision that
has been designated by a county as the single library
admnistrative unit is eligible to receive fromthe state an
annual operating grant of not nore than 25 percent of al
| ocal funds expended by that political subdivision during the
second preceding fiscal year for the operation and nai ntenance
of a library, under the foll owi ng conditions:

(2) The library established or maintai ned by such
political subdivision shall

(a) Be operated under a single admnistrative head who
is an enpl oyee of, or designated by, the single library

administrative unit and who has conpleted a library education

program accredited by the Anerican Library Association. The

single adm nistrative head shall have at |east 2 years of

full-tinme paid professional experience, after conpleting the

library education program in a public library that is open to

the public for a m ni mumof 40 hours per week; and

(b) Expend its funds centrally; and
year—f+romtocal—sourees—and

(c) Gve free library service to all residents of the
county or residents of the special district or special tax
district.

Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003.
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316-2374-03
STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1250

The comittee substitute amends s. 257, 17(2? F.S., to change
the eli g|b|I|ty requirenents for a nmunicipality designated as
the single I|brar& adm njstrative unit to receive an annua
operatlnP ?rant nder this CS, a I|brary nmai nt ai ned by a
nmuni ci i fy receiving such a ﬂra is required be operated
under a S|ngle adm ni Strative head who i s enpl oyed by, or
designated by, the adm nistrative unit and nust’ neet” certain

r of essi onal " requi renents. ThIS ellnlnates t he requirenent

hat a I|brarY have an annual oper ating budget of at |east
$20, 000 from local sources.
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