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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to requirenents for high schoo

3 graduation; anmending s. 1003.43, F.S.

4 requiring that instruction in parenting skills

5 be included within the one-half credit inlife

6 managenent skills required for graduation from

7 hi gh school; elimnating requirenent that life

8 managenent skills course be taken in the 9th or

9 10t h grade; providing that participation in

10 R OT.C class satisfies a portion of the

11 physi cal education requirenent; providing an

12 ef fective date.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Paragraphs (i) and (j) of subsection (1) of
17 | section 1003.43, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

18 1003.43 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo

19 | graduation. --
20 (1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of
21| either a mninmumof 24 academic credits in grades 9 through 12
22 | or an International Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits
23 | shall be distributed as foll ows:
24 (i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to
25| i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,
26 | marri age and rel ationship skill-based education, nutrition
27 | parenting skills, prevention of human i mrunodeficiency virus
28 | infection and acquired i nmune deficiency syndrone and ot her
29 | sexual ly transnissi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence
30 | and consequences of teenage pregnancy, information and
31| instruction on breast cancer detection and breast
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sel f-exam nation, cardiopul nonary resuscitation, drug
education, and the hazards of snoking. Such—eredit—shatt—be

. : I I I . I . et I
Sth—or—1oth—grade—

(j) ©One credit in physical education to include
assessnent, inmprovenent, and mmi ntenance of personal fitness.
Participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior
varsity or varsity level, for tw full seasons, shall satisfy
the one-credit requirenent in physical education if the
student passes a conpetency test on personal fitness with a
score of "C' or better. The conpetency test on persona
fitness nust be devel oped by the Departnent of Education. A
di strict school board nay not require that the one credit in
physi cal education be taken during the 9th grade year
Conpl etion of one senester with a grade of "C' or better in a
mar chi ng band cl ass, er in a physical activity class that
requires participation in marching band activities as an
extracurricular activity, or in a Reserve Oficer Training

Corps (ROT.C) class a significant conponent of which is

drills shall satisfy a one-half credit requirenment in physica
education. This one-half credit nmay not be used to satisfy
the personal fitness requirenent or the requirenent for
adapti ve physical education under an individual educationa
plan (1 EP) or 504 plan

District school boards nay award a maxi mum of one-half credit
in social studies and one-half elective credit for student
conpl etion of nonpaid voluntary comrunity or school service
work. Students choosing this option nust conplete a mini num
of 75 hours of service in order to earn the one-half credit in
either category of instruction. Credit may not be earned for
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1| service provided as a result of court action. D strict schoo
2 | boards that approve the award of credit for student vol unteer
3| service shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the
4| credit, and school principals are responsible for approving
5| specific volunteer activities. A course designated in the
6 | Course Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 that is
7 | taken bel ow the 9th grade nmay be used to satisfy high schoo
8 | graduati on requirenents or Florida Acadenm c Schol ars award
9] requirenents as specified in a district school board's student

10 | progression plan. A student shall be granted credit toward

11| neeting the requirenents of this subsection for equival ent

12 | courses, as identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6), taken

13 | t hrough dual enroll nent.

14 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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