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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1274
By Senator Wse

5- 386A- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to a residential mathematics,
sci ence, and technol ogy high school; creating
the Pl anni ng Task Force for the Col unbia
Resi dential WMat hematics, Science, and
Technol ogy Hi gh School, which will be | ocated
in close proximty to Kennedy Space Center
providing task force nenbership, subcomittees,
and duties; providing that the Technol ogi ca
Research and Devel opnent Authority (TRDA)
Education Programs O fice shall adm nister the
residential high school; providing for a sumrer
pil ot program providing deadlines; providing
requirements for admission to the pilot
program providing an appropriation; providing
an effective date.

WHEREAS, the Governor and the Legislature seek to
strengthen and i nprove the econony of Florida and diversify
the tax base to | essen reliance on tourismand agriculture,
and

VWHEREAS, it is the desire of the Governor and the
Legi sl ature that high-technol ogy conpanies |locate in Florida,
and

WHEREAS, the preparation of high school and coll ege
graduates directly affects the | ocation of such conpani es and
the future of Florida as a science and technol ogy center, and

WHEREAS, research shows that high school students |earn
mat hemati cs and science nore quickly and with a deeper
under st andi ng when they can use facilities and equi pnent to
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5- 386A- 03
desi gn and conduct experinents that illustrate these concepts,

and

WHEREAS, Florida has a strong interest in inproving the
perfornmance of students in the areas of math and science, as
neasured by standardi zed testing such as the FCAT, and

WHEREAS, Florida has an i nconparable resource in
scientific and mathematically related activities and
facilities | ocated at NASA and the Space Coast, and the Space
Experi nent Research and Processing Laboratory (SERPL) offers
the opportunity for college students and coll ege professors to
interact with high school students in the residential program
and

WHEREAS, outstanding students in mathenmatics and
sci ence can benefit greatly fromintense | earning and research
experiences |l ed by master teachers working with nmathematici ans
and scientists fromour universities and corporate partners,
and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the contributions and
sacrifice of the crew of the Space Shuttle Colunbia, it is
fitting to designate a Florida residential nathemati cs,
sci ence, and technol ogy hi gh school as the Col unbia
Resi dential Mathematics, Science, and Technol ogy H gh School
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Colunbia Residential Mithematics, Science,

and Technol ogy Hi gh School . - -

(1) There is created the Planning Task Force for the

Col unbi a Resi dential Mthematics, Science, and Technol ogy H gh

School, which school shall be located in close proxinmty to
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the John F. Kennedy Space Center. The task force shall consi st

of 12 nmenbers, of whomthe Governor shall appoint four, the

Presi dent of the Senate shall appoint four, and the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives shall appoint four

(2) The subcomrittees within the task force are:

(a) Facilities subconmittee.--The facilities

subcomi ttee shal | :

1. Assess the facilities fornerly occupied by the

space canp;
2. Determine the best configuration for student

housi ng;
3. Determne whether any nodifications are needed to

accommpdat e the school and the projected cost of such

nodi fi cati ons; and

4. Review the potential for future program expansi on

and determ ne the best course for such expansion

(b) Program configurati on subcomittee.--The program

configuration subcomittee shall

1. Deternmine the subject content that is to be offered

to students, the length of the program and the nunber of

students to be adnmitted;

2. lnvestigate nethods of delivering instruction, such

as a distance-| earning conponent, internships, and nentoring;

and
3. Explore alternative nethods for the delivery of

K-12 educational opportunities for the children of enpl oyees

wor ki ng at Kennedy Space Center

(c) Teacher-training subconmittee.--The

teacher-traini ng subconm ttee shall
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1. Deternmine the role of the school in providing

teacher training, in conjunction with The Endeavour Acadeny;

and
2. Devise ways in which the school can contribute to

the preparation of teachers for public schools in the areas of

mat hemati cs, science, and technol ogy, including delivering

teacher training by using the expertise of the teaching staff

of the residential school

(3) In order to |launch the project properly and

determ ne fundi ng requirenents:

(a) A conprehensive plan nust be created;

(b) Prelinmnary prograns nust be tested

(c) Private funding efforts nust be expl ored;

(d) Facility designs nmust be devel oped; and

(e) Program costs nust be deterni ned

(4) As prerequisites to acconplishing the goals set

forth in subsection (3), the planning task force shal

det er ni ne:
(a) The predicted cost of the program

(b) Ways in which the programwill interface with the

Space Experinent Research and Processing Laboratory (SERPL),

t he Kennedy Space Center, universities, and other regional and

nati onal organi zations, and with astronauts and engi neers.

(c) How students will be sel ected.

(d) To what extent and in what ways busi ness and

i ndustry are to be involved.

(e) Criteria for the selection of faculty and staff.

(f) Tinelines.

(g) Citical decision points that nust be net.

(5) The Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent

Authority (TRDA) Education Programs Ofice shall admnister
4
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1| the program By March 1, 2004, the office shall hire an

2 | experienced admnistrative teamto nmanage t he day-to-day

3| operations of the school and shall hire a sufficient nunber of

4| highly qualified teachers to conduct a 9-week sunmer pil ot

5| program begi nning in June 2004. By May 1, 2004, up to 50

6 | applicants who have conpl eted grade 8 or higher shall be

7| selected as enrollees in the pilot program The parent or

8 | guardi an of each enrollee nust sign a contract stating that

9| the enrollee intends to conplete the sumer program and each

10 | parent or guardi an nust pay a reasonable tuition to cover the

11| cost of the 9-week program

12 Section 2. The sum of $100,000 is appropriated from

13 | the General Revenue Fund to the planning task force for the

14 | Col unbi a Residential Mathematics, Science, and Technol ogy Hi gh

15| School, to be used in conpleting the devel opnent phase of the

16 | hi gh school, including devel oping the overall plan; conducting

17 | a sunmer pilot program creating a devel opnent-fundraising

18 | program conpleting prelininary architectural assessnents,

19 | costs, and renditions; and adnministering the task force.

20 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

21

22 kkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikhkkikkkk*k

23 SENATE SUMVARY

24 Creates the Planni ng Task Force for the Col unbi a
Resi denti al Mat hematijcs, Science, and Techno!ogY H gh

25 School, which is to be [ocated in close proxinity to the
Kennedy. Space Center. Provides task force nenbership,

26 subconimittees, and duties. Provides that the
Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority (TRDA)

27 Education Programs Ofice shall adm nister the ~.
residential high school, Provides for a sumer pil ot

28 program Provi des deadlines. Provides requirenents for
adm'ssion to the pilot program Provides an

29 appropriation

30
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