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HB 1347 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to rail prograns; anending s. 341. 302,
F.S.; directing the Departnent of Transportation to
provide rail service connecting the Olando International
Airport with a primary transportation hub; defining
"primary transportation hub"; providing for acquisition of
facilities and equi pnent; providing for use of certain
public rights-of-way; providing for departnent oversight
and applicable criteria; authorizing the departnent to fix
and col l ect certain charges; providing for use of noneys
coll ected; providing for selection of the route, the hub,
and the technol ogy to be used; providing for funds to be
used to provide rail service between said airport and the
Orange County Convention Center; providing annual state
fundi ng; authorizing the issuance of bonds; providing
covenant with holders of such revenue bonds or other
instrunments of indebtedness; authorizing use of certain

funds fromdescribed sources; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (18) is added to section 341. 302,
Florida Statutes, to read:

341.302 Rail program duties and responsibilities of the
departnent.--The departnent, in conjunction with other
governnental units and the private sector, shall devel op and
inplement a rail program of statew de application designed to
ensure the proper nmaintenance, safety, revitalization, and
expansion of the rail systemto assure its continued and

increased availability to respond to statewi de nobility needs.
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HB 1347 2003
Wthin the resources provided pursuant to chapter 216, and as

aut hori zed under Title 49 CF. R part 212, the departnent shall:

(18) Provide rail service between a station at the Ol ando

I nternational A rport and one prinmary transportati on hub serving

t he needs of visitors to the region and residents of the region

working in the tourismindustry. For purposes of this

subsection, the term"primary transportati on hub" neans any area

to which 10 percent or nobre of annual air passengers travel from

said airport and which contains 25 percent or nore of the total

transient roomrentals in the county in which the hub is

|l ocated, within a 5-mle radius of the hub, regardl ess of the

county in which such transient roomrentals are | ocated.

(a) The departnent may own, | ease, and ot herw se encunber

facilities, equi pnent, and appurtenances thereto as necessary to

provide the rail service, or the departnent nmay provide such

service by contracts with privately owned service providers. The

rail service may use existing public rights-of-way as determ ned

by the departnent. No costs shall be incurred by the departnent,

or by the project, for the use of any such public right-of -way,

whet her it be under the jurisdiction of the departnent or any

ot her public entity.

(b) The departnent may fix, revise, charge, and coll ect

rates, grants, fees, charges, and revenues for the use of the

rail service and for the services furnished and nay enforce

coll ection of such rates, grants, fees, charges, and revenues.

Al funds so collected shall first be used to pay the cost of

t he service' s operation and mai ntenance. Any renai ni ng funds may

then be used to pay contractual obligations and the cost of

service i nprovenents.

(c) The departnment shall determ ne the technol ogy used,
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the route of the service, and the single hub | ocation and shal

sel ect the nost direct route between said airport and the hub to

achi eve the maxi mum financial viability of the project. In

determning financial viability of the service, 50 percent of

the funds provided by this section shall be specifically used on

that direct route with the | owest estinated capital costs for

the project, the highest potential revenues per mle of route,

and the greatest ability to acconmpdate the hi ghest speeds and

| owest travel tines between said airport and the hub and

enpl oyi ng and denonstrating advanced technol ogi es of any

avail abl e type, notwithstanding s. 341.301(5). The projected

operating and nmai nt enance costs of the service shall al so be

consi dered. The bal ance of such funds shall be used to provide

rail service between said airport and the Orange County

Convention Center. The department shall al so consider the

availability of federal, |ocal governnent, and private sources

of funding for the service and shall give priority to routes and

stati ons based on such funding commitnents.

(d) In the event there is no direct route between said

airport and a hub which neets the criteria set forth in

paragraph (c), or in the event that service is provided on such

a route and such service does not require 50 percent of the

funds provided for in this section, all funds remaining fromthe

anount provided for in this section shall then be used to

provide rail service between said airport and the Orange County

Conventi on Center.

(e) Notw thstanding any ot her provision of law, on July 1,

2003, and annually until July 1, 2038, $10 million fromlicense

t axes i nposed pursuant to s. 320.08 shall be deposited into the

State Transportation Trust Fund solely for the purpose of
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funding rail service as provided in this section. Such revenues

may be assigned, pledged, or set aside as a trust for the

paynent of principal or interest on bonds, tax anticipation

certificates, or any other form of indebtedness issued by the

departnent. However, such debt shall not constitute a general

obligation of the State of Florida. The state does hereby

covenant with hol ders of such revenue bonds or other instrunents

of i ndebtedness issued hereunder that it will not repeal,

inpair, or anend in any nmanner which will materially and

adversely affect the rights of such holders so | ong as bonds

aut hori zed by this paragraph are outstandi ng. Any revenues whi ch

are not pledged to the repaynent of bonds as authorized by this

paragraph may be utilized for purposes authorized under this

subsection, including the paynent of project devel opnent costs

and for operations and nmi ntenance costs of the service. The

departnment is authorized to performsuch acts as are required to

facilitate and i npl enent the provisions of this subsection. The

uses of funds provided pursuant to this paragraph are limted to

eligible projects as provided in this subsection. Any revenue

bonds or ot her indebtedness shall be issued by the D vision of

Bond Fi nance at the request of the Departnent of Transportation

pursuant to the State Bond Act.

(f) In addition to the funds provided under this section,

said service shall also be eligible for any and all other funds

avai l abl e under Florida |law for the purpose of providing rai

transit service.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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