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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1362

By the Cormittee on Hone Defense, Public Security, and Ports;
and Senator Bennett

318-1955-03
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; anending s.
119.07, F.S.; creating an exenption from
public-records requirenents to include building
pl ans, blueprints, schematic draw ngs, and
di agrans held by a public agency and rel ating
to specified facilities and structures;
provi di ng exceptions; providing for |egislative
review and repeal; providing a statenent of
public necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Present paragraph (ff) of subsection (3) of
section 119.07, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as paragraph
(gg), and a new paragraph (ff) is added to that subsection, to
read:

119. 07 Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(ff) Building plans, blueprints, schenmatic draw ngs,

and di agrans, including draft, prelimnary, and final formats,

which depict the internal or external |ayout or structura

el enments of a privately owned buil ding, arena, stadium water

treatnment facility, entertainnent/resort conplex as defined in

s. 561.01, tourist attraction, or industrial conplex, which

docunents are held by an agency as defined in s. 119.011, are

exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1) and s. 24(a),

Art. | of the State Constitution. This exenption applies to

any such docunments held either permanently or tenporarily by

an agency before or after the effective date of this act.
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I nfornmati on made exenpt by this paragraph nmay be disclosed to

anot her governnental entity if disclosure is necessary for the

receiving entity to performits duties and responsibilities;

to the owner or owners of the structure in question; or upon a

showi ng of good cause before a court of conpetent

jurisdiction. Any entity or person that is not the owner or

owners of the structure in question receiving such i nfornmation

shall mmintain the exenpt status of the information. This

par agraph is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Revi ew Act
of 1995, in accordance with s. 119.15, and shall stand
repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2008, unless reviewed and reenacted by

the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that the

public-records exenption created by this act is a public

necessity in order to ensure the safety of privatel y-owned

arenas, stadiuns, water treatnent facilities,

entertai nnent/resort conpl exes, tourist attractions, and

i ndustrial conplexes and to ensure public safety. Such exenpt

information is a vital conponent of public safety, and, if it

were nmade publicly available, the ability of persons who

desire to harmindividuals | ocated in or using those

structures, the building plans, blueprints, schenmatic

drawi ngs, and di agrans that are nade exenpt by this act, would

be increased. In addition, terrorists would have easy access

to the exenpt information and use the information to inflict

harm on the public. Al though skill would be required to use

such information to further an act of terrorism anple

evi dence exists of the capabilities of terrorists to conduct

conplicated acts of terrorism The attack on the Wrld Trade

Center and the Pentagon on Septenber 11, 2001, as well as the

intentional spread of anthrax in this country and state,
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provi de evidence that such capabilities exist. These events

al so show the crippling effect that terrorist acts can have,

not only on the lives of persons in a community affected by

terrorismbut also on the econony of the community, the state,

and the nation. Consequently, the Legislature finds that the

public-records exenption created by this act is a public

necessity.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1362

Provide a public records exenption for building plans,
bl ueprints, schenmatic dramnn?s, and di agrans,  including draft,
prelimnary, and final formafs which depict the internal or
external |ayout or structural elenments of a privately owned
bui l di ng, arena, stadium water treatnent facility, ° ]
entertainnent/resort conplex, tourist attraction or industrial
conpl ex whi ch docunents held either pernmanently or tenporarily
by an agency before or after the effective date of the bill
Provi des exceptions to the public records exenption to all ow
the disclosure of exenpt infornation to; another governnental
entity if disclosure is necessary for the receiving entity to
performits duties and responsibilities; the ownerS of the
structure in question; or upon a showi ng of good cause before

a court of conpetent jurisdiction
Provides that any entity or person that is not the owner or

owners of a strucCture inh question recelv!n? such_ i nformation
shal|l maintain the exenpt status of the information.
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