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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1374

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senat or Peaden

302-1968- 03

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to to administrative
procedures; anending s. 120.55, F.S.; providing
for electronic publication of the Florida
Adm ni strative Weekly on an Internet website in
lieu of paper publication; anmendi ng content
requirements for the Florida Admnistrative
Weekly; requiring the Departnment of State to
review notices; elinmnating fees associ ated
with the Florida Adninistrative Wekly;
provi di ng website search and archiving
requi renents; providing for free agency and
public access to the Florida Adnministrative
Weekly Internet website; elimnating trust fund
provisions; anmending s. 120.551, F. S
extending the tinme for the Departnent of
Environnental Protection's Internet publication
pilot project; anending s. 287.042, F.S.
el i m nati ng obsol ete provisions; repealing s.
120.551, F.S.; providing for the future repea
of provisions requiring an Internet publication
pilot project; providing for discontinuation of
t he paper version of the Florida Adm nistrative
Weekl y; requiring notice of discontinuation
providing for agency training courses;
providing effective dates.

Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Effective January 1, 2004, section 120. 55,

Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:
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120.55 Publication.--

(1) The Departnent of State shall

(a)1. Publish in a permanent conpilation entitled
"Florida Admi nistrative Code" all rules adopted by each
agency, citing the specific rul emaking authority pursuant to
whi ch each rul e was adopted, all history notes as authorized
ins. 120.545(9), and conplete indexes to all rules contained
in the code. Suppl enentation shall be nade as often as
practicable, but at |east nonthly. The departnent may
contract with a publishing firmfor the publication, in a
timely and useful form of the Florida Adm nistrative Code;
however, the departnent shall retain responsibility for the
code as provided in this section. This publication shall be
the official conpilation of the adnministrative rules of this
state. The Departnent of State shall retain the copyright
over the Florida Adninistrative Code.

2. Rules general in formbut applicable to only one
school district, comunity college district, or county, or a
part thereof, or state university rules relating to interna
personnel or business and finance shall not be published in
the Florida Administrative Code. Exclusion frompublication in
the Florida Adnministrative Code shall not affect the validity
or effectiveness of such rules.

3. At the beginning of the section of the code dealing
with an agency that files copies of its rules with the
departnent, the departnent shall publish the address and
t el ephone nunber of the executive offices of each agency, the
manner by which the agency indexes its rules, a listing of al
rul es of that agency excluded from publication in the code,
and a statenent as to where those rules may be inspected.
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4. Forns shall not be published in the Florida

Adm ni strative Code; but any form which an agency uses in its
dealings with the public, along with any acconpanyi ng
instructions, shall be filed with the commttee before it is
used. Any formor instruction that whieh nmeets the definition
of "rule" provided in s. 120.52 shall be incorporated by
reference into the appropriate rule. The reference shal
specifically state that the formis being incorporated by
reference and shall include the nunber, title, and effective
date of the formand an expl anation of how the form may be
obt ai ned.

(b) Electronically publish on an Internet website,

establ i shed and nmintained by the State Technol ogy Ofice, a

weekly publication entitled the "Florida Adm nistrative
Weekl y, " which shall contain:

1. Notice of adoption of, and an index to, all rules
filed during the precedi ng week.

2. Al notices required by s. 120.54(3)(a), show ng
the text of all rules proposed for consideration e—a

reference—tothetocation—+n—theFHorda—Admntstrati-veVWeeklhy
where—the—text—of—theproposetd—+ues—+s—pubtshed.

3. Al notices of public neetings, hearings, and
wor kshops conducted in accordance with the provisions of s.
120. 525, including a staterment of the manner in which a copy
of the agenda nmay be obtai ned.

4. A notice of each request for authorization to anmend
or repeal an existing uniformrule or for the adoption of new
uni form rul es.

5. Notice of petitions for declaratory statenents or
adni ni strative deterninations.
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1 6. A summary of each objection to any rule filed by

2| the Administrative Procedures Conmmittee during the preceding
3 | week.

4 7. Any other material required or authorized by |aw or
5| deened useful by the departnent.

6 (c) Review notices for conpliance with format and

7 | nunbering requirenents prior to publishing on the Florida

8| Adm nistrative Wekly Internet website

9

10 | Fhe—departrent—ray—contract—wth—a pubH-shing—fH—rm-for

11 | pubH—eattoen—of—thetorida—Admnrstrative—Yeekhy—

12 (d)fte)y Prescribe by rule the style and formrequired

13| for rules subnmitted for filing and establish the formfor

14 [ their certification

15 (e) td)y Correct grammatical, typographical, and |ike

16 | errors not affecting the construction or neaning of the rules,
17 | after having obtai ned the advice and consent of the

18 | appropriate agency, and insert history notes.

26 | Admnistrati-ve—eekhy—

27 (2) The Florida Adninistrative Wekly Internet website
28 | shall allow users to:

29 (a) Search for notices by type, publication date,

30 | program area, rule nunber, or agency;

31 (b) Search by word or subject;
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1 (c) Search a pernmanent database that archives al

2 | notices published on the website; and

3 (d) Subscribe to an autonmated e-nmil notification of

4| sel ected noti ces.

5 (3) 2y Each agency shall print or distribute copies of
6|its rules, citing the specific rul emaking authority pursuant
7| to which each rule was adopt ed

8 (4) 3y Any publication of a proposed rule promnul gated

9 | by an agency, whether published in the Florida Adm nistrative
10 | Code or el sewhere, shall include, along with the rule, the

11 | nane of the person or persons originating such rule, the nane
12 | of the supervisor or person who approved the rule, and the

13 | date upon which the rule was approved.

14 (5) t4)t=a) Agencies shall not be assessed any charge

15| for publishing in the Florida Adninistrative Wekly, and

16 | access to the Florida Admnistrative Wekly Internet website
17 ) and its contents, including the e-nmail notification service,
18 | shall be free for agencies and the public. Each—year—the

19 | Bepartrent—ef—State—shalH—furnish—theHorida—Admnrstrative
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Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 120.551, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:
6
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120.551 Internet publication pilot project.--

(1) On or before Decenber 31, 2001, the Departnment of
Envi ronnental Protection and the State Technol ogy O fice shal
establi sh and comrence a pilot project to deternine the
cost-effectiveness of publication of notices on the |nternet
in lieu of conplete publication in the Florida Adm nistrative
Weekly. The pilot project shall end on Decenber 31, 2003 Juty
+—2603. Under this pilot project, notwthstandi ng any ot her

provi sion of |aw, whenever the Departnent of Environnenta
Protection is required to publish notices in the Florida
Adm ni strative Weekly, the Departnent of Environnental
Protection instead nay publish a summary of such notice in the
Florida Admi nistrative Wekly along with the specific URL or
I nternet address where the conplete notice required by |aw
shal | be published. The Departnent of Environnental Protection
shal | publish all other notices in the manner prescribed by
| aw. Notices published on the Internet under this section
shall clearly state the date the notice was first posted on
the Internet and shall be initially posted only on the sane
days the Florida Adm nistrative Wekly is published. Notices
related to rul emaki ng published on the Internet under this
provi sion shall be maintained on the Internet for a period of
at least 12 nonths after the effective date of the rule or at
| east 3 nonths after the publication of a notice of wthdrawal
of the proposed rule. Al other notices published on the
I nternet under this provision shall be maintained on the
Internet for a period of at least 3 nonths after the date
first posted. A searchabl e database or other electronic system
to be pernanently nmintained on the Internet for the purpose
of archiving all notices published on the Internet and
allowing citizens permanent el ectronic access to such archived
7
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1| records shall also be established by the pilot project. No

2| notice posted on the Internet shall be renoved until the

3 | searchabl e dat abase is inpl enented.

4 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
5| 287.042, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

6 287.042 Powers, duties, and functions.--The departnent
7 | shall have the follow ng powers, duties, and functions:

8 (3) To establish a system of coordinated, uniform

9 | procurenent policies, procedures, and practices to be used by
10 | agencies in acquiring comobdities and contractual services,
11 | which shall include, but not be limted to:

12 (b)1. Devel opnent of procedures for advertising

13| solicitations. These procedures nust provide for electronic
14 | posting of solicitations for at |east 10 days before the date
15| set for receipt of bids, proposals, or replies, unless the

16 | departnent or other agency deternmines in witing that a

17 | shorter period of tinme is necessary to avoid harning the

18 | interests of the state. The Ofice of Supplier Diversity may
19 | consult with the departnent regarding the devel oprment of

20| solicitation distribution procedures to ensure that naxi num
21 | distribution is afforded to certified mnority business

22 | enterprises as defined in s. 288. 703.

23 2. Devel opnent of procedures for el ectronic posting.
24 | The departnent shall designate a centralized website on the
25| Internet for the departnent and other agencies to

26 | el ectronically post solicitations, decisions or intended

27 | decisions, and other matters relating to procurenent. Froem
28 , ; ; ;

29 | anotiee—+n—each—edi-tion—of—theHorda—Admnistrati-veWeekly
30 | which—indiecates—the—speeciteUR—or—tnternet—address—for—the
31 | eentratized—website—
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Section 4. Effective Decenber 31, 2003, section

120.551, Florida Statutes, is repeal ed.
Section 5. Publication of the paper version of the

Florida Administrative Wekly shall be discontinued as of
Decenber 31, 2003. Begi nning Cctober 1, 2003, each Florida
Adm ni strative Weekly issue published shall include a notice

i ndicating that the paper version of the Florida

Adm nistrative Weekly will no | onger be published as of the

date established in this section and indicating the specific

Internet URL or address for the future Florida Adnmi nistrative

Weekly I nternet website.
Section 6. The Departnent of State, with the
assi stance of the State Technology Ofice, shall, prior to

Decenber 31, 2003, nmke training courses available to al

agencies currently required to publish in the paper version of

the Florida Adninistrative Wekly. The training courses shal

be for the purpose of assisting the agencies with their

transition to publishing on the Florida Admi nistrative Wekly

I nternet website and nay be provided in the formof workshops

or self-training software packages.

Section 7. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1374

3

4 | Renoves the bill's Proyisions_that permtted agencies required
to publish in the Florida Adm nistrative Wekly to .

5| discretionarily elect to publish adm nistrative notices on
i ndi vi dual agency I nternet websites. Requires the Departnent

6| of State to discontinue paper publication of the Florida
Adm nstrative VeekIY and to begin publishing the Florida

7| Adm nistrative Weekly on a single |Internet website established
and mai ntai ned by the State Technology Ofice. Specifies

8| requirements for ' the contents of the website. Requires that
access to the website be provided free of charge to agencies

9] and the public. Requires training courses to bée provided to
agencies to assist with their transition to Internet

10 | publi shi ng.
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