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HB 1433 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to toxic nold; establishing a task force
to investigate toxic nold in structures in the state and
potential health hazards related thereto; requiring a

report to the Legislature; providing for inplenmentation;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Task force to investigate toxic nold.--

(1) The citizens of Florida are concerned about the

followng matters:

(a) The presence of toxic nold contam nation in hones,

schools, and office buildings nay be causi ng possi ble health

hazar ds.

(b) An outbreak of litigation has ensued in the western

part of the United States by honeowners agai nst their buil ding

contractors and insurance conpanies to recover for damage done

to their health and hones by nold contanmination, resulting in

the award of mllions of dollars.

(c) Centers for disease control and prevention have

perforned nunerous studies on the possible health effects of

toxic nmold and have found possible |inkages of exposure to nold

contam nati on and health probl ens such as coughi ng, wheezi ng,

runny nose, irritated eyes and throat, and skin rashes.

(d) Health professionals have investi gated possible

rel ati onshi ps between nold contam nati on and out breaks of

al l ergies and asthma attacks, the negative effects of nold

contam nation on the function of vital organs, and the possible

i ncrease of susceptibility to colds and fl u.
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(2) The Legislature finds that due to citizen concerns, it

is inperative that the extent of health risks related to toxic

nol d contam nati on be deternined and a correspondi ng plan of

action be taken to elimnate such hazards from structures in

Florida and that identifying and studying this indoor toxin is

the first step towards elinmnating it from hones, schools, and

other buildings in the state. The Legislature further finds that

it isinthe best interests of the health, welfare, and safety

of the citizens of the state to establish a conprehensive study

of toxic nold.

(3) Atask force is established to investigate toxic nold

in hones, schools, and buildings and the potential health

hazards caused by toxic nmold. The task force shall be conprised

of individuals appointed by the Departnent of Health, including

health officers, health and nedi cal experts, nold abat enent

experts, affected consuners, and representatives of affected

industries, including residential, comercial, and industrial

tenants, proprietors, |landlords, insurers, and buil ders.
(4) The task force shall advise the Departnent of Health
on the devel opnent of exposure limts to nold, standards for

assessnent of nolds in indoor environnents, and standards for

identification and renedi ati on of nol d.

(5) The task force shall present its findings to the

Presi dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by January 1, 2004.

(6) This section shall be inplenented to the extent that

funds are specifically appropriated for carrying out the

purposes of this section.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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