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HB 1461 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to a public records exenption for building
pl ans, blueprints, schematic draw ngs, and diagranms of a
bui |l di ng, arena, stadium water treatnment facility, or

ot her structure held by an agency; anmending s. 119.07,
F.S.; expanding the public records exenption for building
pl ans, blueprints, schematic draw ngs, and di agrans whi ch
depict the internal |layout and structural elenents of a
bui l di ng, arena, stadium water treatnment facility, or

ot her structure owned or operated by an agency to exenpt
such pl ans, blueprints, schematic draw ngs, and di agrans
hel d by an agency; providing for retroactive effect;
providing for review and repeal; providing a statenent of

public necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (ee) of subsection (3) of section
119.07, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

119. 07 Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions. --

(3)

(ee) Building plans, blueprints, schematic draw ngs, and
di agranms, including draft, prelimnary, and final formats, which
depict the internal |layout and structural elenents of a
bui l di ng, arena, stadium water treatnent facility, or other
structure held ewned-or—operated by an agency as defined in s.
119. 011 are exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1) and s.
24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. This exenption applies

to building plans, blueprints, schematic draw ngs, and di agrans,
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including draft, prelimnary, and final formats, which depict

the internal |layout and structural elenents of a building,
arena, stadium water treatnent facility, or other structure
hel d ewned—or—operated by an agency before, on, or after the
effective date of this act. Informati on nade exenpt by this
paragraph may be disclosed to another governnental entity if

di sclosure is necessary for the receiving entity to performits
duties and responsibilities; to a licensed architect, engineer,
or contractor who is performng work on or related to the
buil di ng, arena, stadium water treatnent facility, or other
structure, the building plans, blueprints, schenatic draw ngs,

and di agrans of which are hel d ewned—or—operated by an agency;

or upon a show ng of good cause before a court of conpetent

jurisdiction. The entities or persons receiving such informtion

shall maintain the exenpt status of the information. Fhis

Section 2. Paragraph (ee) of subsection (3) of s. 119. 07,

Florida Statutes, is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset
Revi ew Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, Florida

Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on October 2, 2008, unless

revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by the

Legi sl ature.

Section 3. The Legislature finds that the public records

exenption created by this act is a public necessity in order to

ensure the safety of public and private infrastructures and to

ensure public safety. Such exenpt infornation is a vital

conponent of public safety and, if it were nade publicly
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avai l able, the ability of persons who desire to harmindi vidual s

| ocated in or using those structures, the building plans,

bl ueprints, schenmatic drawi ngs, and di agrans of which are nmde

exenpt by this act, would be increased. |In addition, terrorists

woul d have easy access to the exenpt information and coul d use

the information to inflict harmon the public. Al though skil

woul d be required to use such information to further an act of

terrorism anple evidence exists of the capabilities of

terrorists to conduct conplicated acts of terrorism The
Septenmber 11, 2001, attacks on the Wirld Trade Center and the

Pent agon, as well as the intentional spread of anthrax in this

country and state, provide evidence that such capabilities

exi st. These events al so show the crippling effect that

terrorist acts can have, not only on the |lives of persons in a

community affected by terrorist acts but al so on the econony of

the community, the state, and the nation. Consequently, the

Legi slature finds that the pubic records exenption created by

this act is a public necessity.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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