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HB 1593 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to a public records exenption for

i nformati on regardi ng foster parent applicants and
licensed foster parents; anmending s. 409.175, F.S.;
expandi ng the exenption to include foster parent
applicants and nmedi cal records of |icensed foster parents
and foster parent applicants; narrowi ng the exenption to
renmove i nformati on contained in neighbor references;
maki ng exenpt the nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber of
persons providing character or neighbor references;
providing for expiration and retroactive application of
the exenptions; clarifying | anguage and naeki ng editori al
changes; providing for future review and repeal of the
exenptions; providing a statenent of public necessity;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Notwi thstanding the October 2, 2003, repeal of
sai d subsection schedul ed pursuant to the Open Governnment Sunset
Revi ew Act of 1995, subsection (16) of section 409.175, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

409.175 Licensure of famly foster homes, residential
chil d-caring agencies, and child-pl acing agencies; public
records exenption. --

(16) (a) The follow ng information eentainedinthe

H-censing—+i+te held by the Departnent of Children and Fam |y
Services regarding a foster parent applicant and such

applicant’s spouse, nmnor child, and other adult household

menber departwent is exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1)
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HB 1593 2003
and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution, unless otherw se

ordered by a court: the hone, business, work, childcare, or
school addresses ands- tel ephone nunbers; - social security

nunbers; ~ birthdates;~ nedical records; the floor plan of the

hone; and phot ographs of such persons. If a foster parent

appl i cant does not receive a foster parent |icense, the

informati on nade exenpt pursuant to this paragraph shall becone

public 5 years after the date of application, except that social

security nunbers and nedi cal records shall remain exenpt from
the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State

Constitution. This exenption applies to infornation nade exenpt

by this paragraph before, on, or after the effective date of the

exenpti on.

(b) The following informati on held by the Departnent of

Children and Fanm |y Services regarding a |licensed foster parent
and the foster parent’s spouse, who—-arelicensedunderthis

. e famlyv_f | of _the _thei
m nor chil d ehildren, and ot her adult househol d nenber merbers
is exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art.

| of the State Constitution, unless otherw se ordered by a

court: the hone, business, work, childcare, or school addresses

and tel ephone nunbers; social security nunbers; birthdates;

nedi cal records; Hdentityinginformationabout—such persons—in
nei-ghbor—references— the floor plan of the fester hone; and

phot ogr aphs of such persons. |If a foster parent’s license i S no

| onger active, the informati on nade exenpt pursuant to this

par agr aph shall becone public 5 years after the expiration date

of such foster parent’s foster care license, except that soci al

security nunbers and nedi cal records shall remain exenpt from

the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
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Constitution. However, exenpt information regarding a |licensed

foster parent who has becone an adoptive parent and exenpt

i nformati on regardi ng such foster parent’s spouse, ninor child,

or other adult househol d nenber shall not beconme available to

the public 5 years after expiration of such foster parent’s

|l'i cense and shall renmain exenpt fromthe provisions of s.
119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. This

exenption applies to information nmade exenpt by this paragraph

before, on, or after the effective date of the exenption.

(c) The name, address, and tel ephone nunber of persons

provi di ng character or nei ghbor references regarding foster

parent applicants or licensed foster parents held by the

Departnent of Children and Family Services are exenpt fromthe
provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
Consti tuti on and—any—identifyinginformation—-about—suchpersons
. L i Ltive. | inf . I .
| ded I I I I  Thi I .
L : I I L I I i

Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (16) of s.
409. 175, Florida Statutes, are subject to the Open Gover nnent
Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, Florida

Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2008, unless

revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by the

Legi sl ature.

Page 3 of 5

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L ORIl D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119

120

HB 1593 2003
Section 3. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that the public records exenption found in s.
409. 175(16), Florida Statutes, be expanded to include nedi cal

records and certain information regardi ng foster parent

applicants, as well as information regarding a foster parent

applicant's spouse, child, and other adult household nenbers, in

order to protect information of a sensitive personal nature.

Public access to such records could cause harm or enbarrassnent

to an individual and constitutes an unwarranted i nvasion i nto an

individual's life and personal privacy. The harmfromdi scl osi ng

nmedi cal records outwei ghs any public benefit that can be derived

from public access to such records. The Legi sl ature al so finds

that the public records exenption for nedical records is a

public necessity because natters of personal health are

traditionally private and confidential concerns between a

patient and a health care provider. The private and confidentia

nature of personal health natters pervades both the public and

private health care sectors. Furthernore, the public

availability of nmedical records could | essen the willingness of

prospective caregivers to reveal nedical information, thus

hi ndering the departnent’s ability to assess foster parent

applicants and |icensed foster parents and hindering the

departnent’s attenpts to nake appropriate placenents for foster

children. The Legislature further finds that it is a public

necessity to provide foster parent applicants with the same

public records exenption afforded |icensed foster parents under

s. 409.175(16), Florida Statutes, in order to encourage persons

to apply to becone |licensed foster parents. The public

availability of such information regardi ng foster parent

applicants could have a negative, chilling effect on the
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recruitnent of such persons. Accordingly, the public records

exenption for such applicant information and for nedi cal records

is a public necessity for the effective and efficient operation

of the foster care program

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.

Page 5 of 5

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




