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HB 1597 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to water policy; creating s. 367.172,
F.S.; providing legislative findings with regard to

pot abl e water standards; requiring certain utilities to
obtain county certification; providing for audits;
creating an ad hoc conmttee within the county to oversee
the audit and certification procedure; providing an

effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 367.172, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

367.172 County water policy.--

(1) The Legislature recognizes that by extending the

privilege of nonopoly status to certain enterprises, the

provisions of this chapter create a class of captive custoners

who cannot choose to purchase service froman open nmarket.

Accordingly, the Legislature finds that it is a priority to

ensure that drinking water that is delivered to captive

custoners neets appropriate quality standards. The Legi sl ature

further finds that fromcounty to county there soneti nes exists

a wide variation of factors that can affect the quality of water

that is delivered into custoners’ hones. In order to ensure that

standards are appropriate for local conditions, each county is

given the authority to require that nonopoly water utilities

operating within its borders neet comunity standards that take

into account |locally rel evant conditions. Each county is hereby

aut horized to require that potable water provided by nonopoly

water utilities certified under s. 367.045(5)(a) neet the
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HB 1597 2003
standards that are inposed upon the utilities that are owned and

operated by that county.

(2) A county may require that every nonopoly water utility

obtain the county’s certification that the water service neets

that county’s community standards. In order to ensure that every

nonopoly water utility neets its comunity standards, the county

may establish an audit and certification procedure. The county

may require periodic recertification by each nonopoly water

utility that continues to operate within its borders.

(a) The audit procedure shall be perforned at regul ar

periodic intervals to be determ ned by the county. The results

shall be filed with regul atory agenci es such as the Depart nent

of Environnental Protection and the Public Service Conm ssion.

The report of the audit shall be nade available to the custoners

in the nonth after it is filed.

(b) The audit procedure will be perforned by an

i ndependent authority nom nated by the county.

(c) The certification and recertification procedure shal

be overseen by an ad hoc committee consisting of two utility

representatives, two custoner representatives, the county health

officer, and two i ndependent scientific observers and shall be

chaired by a county conm ssioner. The ad hoc comm ttee nay

require interimaudits if a nonopoly utility’'s custoners file a

signi fi cant nunber of conplaints about water quality which have

not been effectively addressed by the water utility. This

comm ttee shall evaluate and determ ne whet her additi onal audits

are appropriate to resolve the conplaints. The cost of such

additional audits may be considered in establishing the

utility’s rates, unless an audit reveal s evi dence of
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defici enci es caused by the i nconpetence, neglect,

2003
or

indifference of the nonopoly water utility.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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