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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 162

By the Cormittee on Education; and Senators Wse and Fasano

304-2042-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to American Sign Language;
providing | egislative findings and pur pose;
al | owi ng foreign-language credits for
instruction in Anerican Sign Language;
requiring notice of limtations; providing
duties of the Conmi ssioner of Education and the
State Board of Education; providing for a task
force and prescribing its duties; requiring
teachers of Anerican Sign Language to be
licensed by a specified date; providing a plan
for postsecondary institutions; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Anmerican Sign Language; findings;

foreign-1anguage credits authorized; teacher |icensing.--
(1) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS; PURPCSE. - -
(a) The Legislature finds that:

1. Anerican Sign Language (ASL) is a fully devel oped

vi sual -gestural |anguage with distinct granmar, syntax, and

synbol s and is one of hundreds of signed | anguages of the

wor | d.
2. ASL is recognized as the | anguage of the Anerican

deaf community and is the fourth nost commonly used | anguage
in the United States and Canada.
3. The Anerican deaf conmunity is a group of citizens

who are nenbers of a unique culture who share ASL as their

common | anguage.
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4. Thirty-three state |egislatures have adopted

| egi sl ation recogni zing ASL as a | anguage that shoul d be

taught in school s.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to recognize

ASL as the | anguage of the Anerican deaf comunity, to

aut hori ze public and i ndependent schools to offer ASL as a

course of study, and to accept secondary-school ASL credits as

foreign-1language credits.
(2) AMERI CAN SI GN LANGUAGE; FOREI GN- LANGUAGE CREDIT. - -
(a) Anerican Sign Language is a visual-gestural system

of comruni cation used by many in the deaf comunity living in

the United States and Canada. It is a conplete and conpl ex

| anguage that has its own syntax, rhetoric, and grammar and

that is used to convey infornmation and neani ng t hrough signs

made with the hands, arns, facial gestures, and other body

novenents.
(b) Any public or independent school may offer

Anerican Sign Language for foreign-language credit. Students

taki ng Anmerican Sign Language for foreign-language credit mnust

be advised by the school board prior to enrollnent in such

course that postsecondary institutions outside of Florida may

not accept such credits as satisfying foreign-language

requi rements.
(3) DUTIES OF COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON AND STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON; LI CENSI NG OF AMERI CAN SI GN LANGUAGE
TEACHERS; PLAN FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON PROVI DERS. - -
(a) The Commi ssioner of Education shall appoint a

seven- nenber task force that includes representatives from at

| east two state universities and one private college or

university located within this state which currently offer a

4-year deaf-education or sign-language-interpretation program
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1| as a part of their respective curricula and at | east two

2| representatives fromcommunity colleges |ocated within this
3| state which have established Interpreter Training Prograns

4 (1 TPs). This task force shall develop and subnit to the

5| Commi ssi oner of Education a report that contains the nost

6 | up-to-date informati on about Anmerican Sign Language (ASL) and
7 | guidelines for devel opi ng and nmi ntai ning ASL courses as a

8| part of the curriculum This informati on nust be nmde

9| available to any adnministrator of a public or an i ndependent
10 | school upon request of the adninistrator

11 (b) By January 1, 2004, the State Board of Education
12 | shall adopt rules establishing licensing/certification

13 | standards to be applied to teachers who teach ASL as part of a
14 | school curriculum In devel oping the rules, the board shal

15 ] consult with the task force established under paragraph (a).
16 (c) An ASL teacher nust be certified by the Departnent
17 | of Education by January 1, 2008, and nust obtain current

18 | certification through the Anerican Sign Language Teachers

19 | Associ ation by January 1, 2004.

20 (d) The Commi ssioner of Education shall work with

21 | providers of postsecondary education to devel op and i npl enent
22| a plan to ensure that postsecondary institutions in this state
23| will accept secondary school credits in ASL as credits in a
24 | foreign | anguage and to encourage postsecondary institutions
25| to offer ASL courses to students as a fulfillnment of the

26 | requirenent for studying a foreign | anguage.

27 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
28

29

30

31
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 162

Requires that school boards advise students taking Anerican
Slﬂn Language as a foreign |anguage that post-secondary

school s, outSide of Florida may not accept these courses as
sati sfying foreign | anguage requirenents.

I ncl udes technical changes.
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