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I D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to rural econom c devel opnent; requiring
t he Department of Transportation, the Departnent of
Environnental Protection, water nanagenent districts;
Enterprise Florida, and the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent and ot her descri bed agencies to
cooperate to pronote devel opnent in described snal
counties; anending s. 163.3177, F.S.; revising required
el enents of a conprehensive plan; revising requirenments in
descri bed areas for the traffic circulation elenment in the
conprehensi ve plan; requiring described plans in said
el enment; providing for a conprehensive interchange sector
pl an; providing for nultigovernnment jurisdictions;
provi ding for content and consi derations; requiring
coordi nation with described public and private agenci es;
provi ding for a conprehensi ve access nmanagenent pl an;
requiring conformty to the State Hi ghway System Access
Managenent Act; requiring approval by the Departnent of
Transportation; requiring the departnent to request
specified entities to coordinate all applicable parties;
provi ding for a coordinated plan; anending s. 288. 0655,
F.S.; revising provisions for award of Rural
Infrastructure Fund grants; providing for specified in-
kind resources matching certain funds; anmending s.
337.273, F.S.; providing legislative findings relating to
hi ghway i nterchanges; anmending s. 403.973, F.S.; revising
provi sions for conprehensive plan anendnents for described
areas; requiring specified entities to develop a naster
pl an; providi ng purpose of the plan; providing for
assi stance preparing applications for certain permts;
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HB 1633 2003
provi ding for waiver or reduction of application fees for

certain permts; creating s. 479.262, F.S.; authorizing

t he Departnent of Transportation to establish a tourist-
oriented directional sign programin described counties;
requiring conformance wth certain regul ations; providing
pur pose; authorizing the departnent to provide descri bed
services; authorizing the departnent to contract for said
services; providing for charge of fee to participating
busi nesses; authorizing the departnment to adopt rules;

provi ding an effective date.

WHEREAS, many small rural counties in Florida do not have
the resources to conpete for growh that will provide jobs and
i ncrease the tax base, and

WHEREAS, many of these counties are assessing the maxi num
mllage allowed in order to nmeet the basic needs of our
communi ties and schools, and

WHEREAS, opportunities to increase revenues to provide
essential services, such as user fees and special assessnents,
are currently being utilized, and

WHEREAS, these counties are rural and have agricultural -
based econonies and tax bases with average i ncones bel ow t he
state averages, and

VWHEREAS, interstate exchanges are the nost practical areas
in these econom cally di sadvantaged counties to concentrate
efforts to enhance gromh for jobs and tax bases, and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida continues to be an effective
resource and | eader in providing assistance and utilizing
creative ways to support and enhance econom c devel opnent in al

areas of Florida, NOW THEREFORE
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Departnent of Transportation; the

Departnent of Environnental Protection; water managenent

districts; Enterprise Florida, Inc.; the Ofice of Tourism

Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent; and any ot her agency with

regul atory authority shall cooperate to pronbte econom c

devel opnent in counties recogni zed as snall counties with an

enphasi s on the devel opnent of interstate exchanges.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section
163. 3177, Florida Statutes, is anended, and paragraphs (m and
(n) are added to subsection (10) of said section, to read:

163. 3177 Required and optional el enents of conprehensive
pl an; studi es and surveys.- -

(6) In addition to the requirenents of subsections (1)-
(5), the conprehensive plan shall include the follow ng
el ement s:

(b)1l. A traffic circulation elenment consisting of the
types, locations, and extent of existing and proposed ngjor
t hor oughfares and transportati on routes, including bicycle and
pedestrian ways. Transportation corridors, as defined in s.
334.03, may be designated in the traffic circulation el enent
pursuant to s. 337.273. If the transportation corridors are
desi gnated, the | ocal governnent may adopt a transportation
corridor managenent ordi nance.

2. For future highway interchanges intersecting linmted

access facilities on the Florida Intrastate Hi ghway System or

where | and use changes are proposed within 1/2 nile of an

exi sting such interchange, the traffic circulation el emrent shal
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i ncl ude a conprehensive interchange sector plan. In instances

where the sector plan extends into nore than one | ocal

governnment jurisdiction, the | ocal governnent with the |argest

anount of land within the sector shall be responsible for the

coordi nation of the sector plan. The sector plan shall prescribe

the type and intensity of the | and use and patterns. The pl an

shal |l al so include a conprehensive access nanagenent pl an

showi ng all driveway | ocations, nedian openings, traffic

signals, and internal traffic circulation. Any such

conpr ehensi ve access nmanagenent plan shall, at a mni num

conformto the State H ghway System Access Managenent Act and

any rul es adopted thereunder, and shall be subject to approval

by the Departnent of Transportation. Nothing herein is intended

to affect Departnment of Transportation jurisdiction over the

State H ghway System In rural communities, the sector plan

shall al so consider job creation, capital investnent, and

econom ¢ devel opnment that will strengthen and diversify the

comunity's econony; projected population growmh with and in

proximty to the sectors; utilities required to support the

proposed | and uses; stormnat er managenent and treat ment

facilities; and other infrastructure needs specific to the

i nt erchange sect or

(10) The Legislature recogni zes the inportance and
significance of chapter 9J-5, Florida Adm nistrative Code, the
Mnimum Criteria for Review of Local Government Conprehensive
Pl ans and Determ nation of Conpliance of the Departnent of
Community Affairs that will be used to determ ne conpliance of
| ocal conprehensive plans. The Legislature reserved unto itself
the right to review chapter 9J-5, Florida Adm nistrative Code,

and to reject, nodify, or take no action relative to this rule.
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Therefore, pursuant to subsection (9), the Legislature hereby

has reviewed chapter 9J-5, Florida Adm nistrative Code, and
expresses the following legislative intent:

(m The Departnent of Transportation shall consider

conpati bility of highway access to and from | and uses within

i nterchange sector plans in coordination with the state | and

pl anni ng agency and ot her government agenci es, as appropri ate.

In rural areas, coordination shall be made with public or

private agenci es pronpting econoni ¢ devel opnment and j ob

creation.

(n) The Departnent of Transportation shall, at the request

of the board of county conm ssioners or a local nmunicipality

with a popul ation of less than 75,000, coordinate all applicable

state, regional, and local parties, including, but not limted

to, the Departnent of Community Affairs; the Departnment of

Envi ronnental Protection; the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econom ¢ Devel opnent ; the appropriate regi onal pl anni ng counci

and water managenent district; the county or local nunicipality;

and the | ocal | andowners. The parties shall prepare a

coordinated plan with |l ocal |andowners to encourage well -

pl anned, environnentally sensitive devel opnent on the Florida

I ntrastate H ghway Systemw thin those areas. The coordi nat ed

pl an shall consider all existing permtting requirenents and be

permttabl e under existing rules and statutes applicable to such

devel opnent s.

Section 3. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
288.0655, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
288. 0655 Rural Infrastructure Fund.--

(2)
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(e) To enable local governnments to access the resources

avai |l abl e pursuant to s. 403.973(18), the office may award
grants for surveys, feasibility studies, and other activities
related to the identification and precl earance revi ew of |and
which is suitable for preclearance review and pl an devel opnent
as provided in s. 403.973(18). Authorized grants under this

par agraph shall not exceed $75,000 each, except in the case of a

project in a rural area of critical econom c concern, in which
case the grant shall not exceed $300,000. Any funds awarded
under this paragraph nust be matched at a | evel of at |east 50

percent with | ocal governnental or private funds and in-Kkind

resources provi ded by agencies participating in the nenorandum

of agreenent authorized in s. 409.973, except that any funds

awarded for a project in a rural area of critical economc
concern nust be matched at a | evel of at |east 33 percent with

| ocal governnental or private funds and in-kind resources

provi ded by agencies participating in the nenorandum of

agreenent authorized in s. 409.973. In evaluating applications

under this paragraph, the office shall consider the extent to
whi ch the application seeks to mnimze admnistrative and

consul tant expenses. The office may al so consider the nunber of

applications for grants authori zed by paragraphs (b) and (c)

when determning the anbunt to be awarded under this paragraph.
Section 4. Subsection (7) is added to section 337.273,
Florida Statutes, to read:

337.273 Transportation corridors.--

(7) It is recognized by the Legislature that hi ghway

i nterchanges on the Florida Intrastate H ghway System are

critical elements of the State H ghway System and require

hei ght ened coor di nat ed managenent of public transportation
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facilities and | and use. Areas around the Florida Intrastate

H ghway System i nterchanges provide growth and econoni c

devel opnent opportunities which may be i npeded wi t hout specific

coordi nati on anpbng state and | ocal governnents and the private

sector in order to provide and preserve safe and efficient

nmobility and access to these critical areas.
Section 5. Subsection (18) of section 403.973, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

403. 973 Expedited pernitting; conprehensive plan
amendnents. - -

(18) The office, working with the Rural Econom c
Devel opnent Initiative and the agencies participating in the
menor anda of agreenent, shall provide technical assistance in
preparing permt applications and | ocal conprehensive plan
amendnments for counties having a popul ation of |ess than 75,000
residents, or counties having fewer than 100, 000 residents which
are contiguous to counties having fewer than 75,000 residents.
Addi tional assistance may include, but not be |imted to,
gui dance in | and devel opnent regul ations and permtting
processes, working cooperatively with state, regional, and |ocal
entities to identify areas within these counties which may be
sui tabl e or adaptable for preclearance review of specified types
of land uses and other activities requiring permts. \Wen such

areas have been identified, the agencies participating in the

menor anda of agreenent shall work with the office, the Rural

Econom ¢ Devel opnent Initiative, and the | ocal governnents to

create a master plan for the area that will serve as an

i nducenent for business |ocation and job creation, the nature

and type of which shall be specified in the master plan. The

agenci es shall also assist in the preparation of applications
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for such permts as may be required, and process the

applications for approval. The agenci es may waive or

substantially reduce all application fees for permts required

for the inplenmentation of these master pl ans
Section 6. Section 479.262, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

479. 262 Tourist-oriented directional sign program --

(1) For counties with a population of 75,000 or less, the

department nmy establish a tourist-oriented directional sign

programin accordance with federal regul ations for hi ghways

without limted access on the National H ghway System and the

State H ghway Systemto encourage and assist in rural economc

devel opnent .

(2) The departnment shall provide the services in the npst

efficient and cost-effective nmanner through departnent staff or

by contracting for sone or all of the services. The departnent

is authorized to contract pursuant to s. 287.057 for the

provision of services related to the tourist-oriented

di rectional sign program

(3) Fees for businesses that participate in the program

shall be established in an anpbunt sufficient to offset the total

cost to the departnent for the program

(4) The departnent shall adopt rules to establish

requi renents for the | ocation of signs, qualification for

participating businesses, and adm nistration of the program

(5) Nothing in this section shall be deened to create a

proprietary or conpensable interest in any tourist-oriented

directional sign or location for any participating business. The

departnment nay term nate participation or change | ocati ons of

sign sites as it determ nes necessary for construction or
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i nprovenent of transportation facilities or for inproved traffic

control or safety.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.
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