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2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to specialty |license plates; anending s.
320.08053, F.S.; revising requirenents for establishing a
specialty license plate; providing procedures and
timeframes; requiring subm ssion of a sanple plate;
requiring a financial analysis of anticipated revenues and
expendi tures; requiring subm ssion of prepaid
applications; providing for content of prepaid
applications; providing for |egislative approval;
requiring the Departnment of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehicles to issue plates within a specified tine period;
aut hori zing the departnent to retain prepaynents to cover
certain costs; requiring refund of prepaid applications
under certain circunstances; providing for a m ninum
nunber of prepaid applications; providing for quarterly
reports to the departnment; providing procedures and
requirenents for collection of paynents for prepaid
applications; authorizing the departnment to audit

organi zati ons collecting prepaid applications; amending s.
320. 08056, F.S.; providing annual use fees for specified
specialty license plates; revising conditions and
procedures for discontinuance of specialty |license plates;
del eting an exenption fromthe provisions for

di sconti nuance of specialty |icense plates; anmending s.
320.08058, F.S.; creating the UNITY license plate, the
Fam |y Values license plate, and the Parents Make A
Difference license plate; providing for the distribution
of annual use fees received fromthe sale of such plates;

provi ding an effective date.
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HB 1779 2003
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 320.08053, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

320. 08053 Requirenents for requests to establish specialty
license plates. --

(1) An organization that seeks authorization to establish
a new specialty license plate for which an annual use fee is to
be charged nmust submit to the departnent:

(a) A request for the particular specialty license plate
bei ng sought, describing the proposed specialty license plate in

specific general terns, including a sanple plate as it wll
appear in final formand confornmng to the specifications set by

t he departnent and this chapter.

(b) A financial analysis outlining the anticipated

revenues and the planned expenditures of the revenues to be

derived fromthe sale of the requested specialty |icense plate

Page 2 of 9

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

N7
HB 1779 2003

60 i i ; ; ;
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82

83
84 (2) Fromthe date the request for the specialty license

85| plate is acknowl edged in witing by the departnment, the

86| organi zation seeking to establish the new plate shall have 24

87| nonths to submt to the departnent no | ess than 8,000 prepaid

g8g| applications for the particular plate being proposed, along with
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HB 1779 2003
any necessary fees. Applications submtted to the depart nment

must :

(a) Include the applicant's nanme and address and the

current Florida |icense plate nunber that is to be replaced by

t he proposed specialty license plate.

(b) Be forwarded to the departnent, collectively, in

el ectronic format as determ ned by the departnent.

(c) Be acconpanied by all prepaynents for the proposed

specialty license plate coll ected by the organization.

(3) Upon conpliance with subsection (2), the organi zati on

requesting the specialty license plate nay seek | egislative

approval of the plate. Fromthe date of enactnent of the

specialty license plate by the Legi slature, the departnent shal

begi n i ssuing the approved plates within 1 year to all prepaid

applicants and provide additional plates for purchase. Upon

enactnent of the specialty |license plate, the departnment is

authorized to retain prepaynent amounts sufficient to cover its

costs incurred devel oping the plate; however, the departnent nmay

not retain an amount greater than $60,000. If the proposed

specialty license plate is not enacted by the Legislature, the

departnment shall return to the organization all applications and

prepaynents submtted by the organi zation, and the organi zation

shall imediately refund to all applicants any paynents that

have been coll ect ed.

(4) 1f, after 24 nonths, the organi zati on seeking to

establish the new specialty |icense plate has not obtai ned at

| east 8,000 prepaid applications, the organi zati on shal

imediately refund to all applicants any fees or deposits that

have been coll ect ed.
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(5) After the departnent has acknow edged in witing the

organi zation's request to establish a new specialty |icense

pl ate, the organi zati on requesting the plate shall file

quarterly financial reports to the departnent detailing al

collections made in conjunction with the proposed plate. The

departnent shall determ ne the formand content of the reports.

Al paynments col |l ected nust be deposited in a separate account

mai nt ai ned by the organi zati on solely for recei pt of prepaid

application fees and shall not be comm ngled with other funds of

t he organi zati on. The department is authorized to conduct any

audits necessary to verify the accuracy of the quarterly reports

Section 2. Paragraphs (nm, (nn), and (oo) are added to
subsection (4) of section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, and

subsection (8) of said section is anended, to read:

320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

(4) The following license plate annual use fees shall be
collected for the appropriate specialty license plates:

(m UNITY license plate, $25.

(nn) Famly Values |license plate, $25.

(oo) Parents Make A Difference |license plate, $25.

(8)(a) The departnent nust di scontinue the issuance of an

approved specialty license plate if, after the second year of
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sal es, the nunber of currently outstanding and valid specialty

i cense plates for any particul ar organi zati on provided for in

this chapter is |less than 8,000. The departnent shall notify the

organi zation that if the nunber is |less than 8 000 1 year after

the date of the notification, the departnent will no | onger

i ssue or replace those specialty |icense plates. =~

year—period—

(b) The departnment is authorized to discontinue the
i ssuance of a specialty license plate and distribution of
associ ated annual use fee proceeds if the organization no |onger
exists, if the organization has stopped providing services that
are authorized to be funded fromthe annual use fee proceeds, or
pursuant to an organi zational recipient's request. O gani zations
are required to notify the departnent i mediately to stop al
warrants for plate sales if any of the conditions in this
section exist, and nust neet the requirenents of s. 320. 08062

for any period of operation during a fiscal year.

{e)y—The reguirenents—of paragraph{a)—shall-not apply-to

Section 3. Subsections (39), (40), and (41) are added to
section 320.08058, Florida Statutes, to read:

320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--

(39) UNITY LI CENSE PLATES. - -

(a) The departnment shall develop a UNITY |license plate as
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HB 1779 2003
provided in this section. The word "Fl ori da" nust appear at the

top of the plate, and the word "UNI TY" nust appear at the bottom

of the plate.

(b) The annual use fees shall be distributed to the

British-Anmerican Foundation, Inc. Up to 25 percent of such funds

shal|l be used for narketing and pronotion of the "UNITY" concept

and |icense plate. The remai ning funds shall be used in the

foll owi ng nmanner:

1. Twenty-five percent shall be used to establish and

adm ni ster advice centers that will provide infornative and

educational informational materials and referral services to

assi st recently arrived residents, prospective residents, and

individuals in adapting to living, working, and doi ng busi ness

in the State of Florida, particularly to prevent fraudul ent

conduct .

2. Twenty-five percent shall be distributed as grants as

determ ned by an internal review commttee to organi zati ons

whose efforts are specifically directed towards protecting

Florida residents from fraudul ent busi ness practices, corporate

scans, identity theft, and other fraud.

3. Ten percent shall be distributed to identified agencies

to assist themwth efforts that are specifically directed

toward providing Florida residents with a toll-free hotline to

fight fraud and corporate scans.

4. Ten percent shall be used to pay the cost of

pr of essi onal advi ce and gui dance to protect Florida residents

from fraudul ent business practices, to pronote ethical business

practices, and to provide infornational sem nars di ssem nating

information and naterials to prevent fraudul ent conduct.

5. Five percent shall be expended by the British-Anerican
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Foundation, Inc., for admnistrative costs directly associ at ed

wth the foundation' s operations as they relate to its goals of

fighting fraud.
(40) FAM LY VALUES LI CENSE PLATES. - -
(a) The departnent shall develop a Famly Val ues |icense

plate as provided in this section. The words "Fam |y Val ues"

nmust appear at the top of the plate, and the word "Fl orida" nust

appear at the bottom of the plate.

(b) The annual use fees shall be distributed to Sheridan

House, Inc., to fund residential care prograns, famly

counseling, social services for single parents and their

children, resources materials, and facility construction.

Sheridan House, Inc., shall distribute the Fam |y Val ues |icense

pl ate annual use fees in the foll owi hg nanner:

1. Sheri dan House, Inc., shall retain all revenues from

the sale of such plates until all startup costs for devel opi ng

and establishing the plates have been recovered.

2. Up to 5 percent of the funds received by Sheridan

House, Inc., shall be expended for admi nistrative costs directly

associated with the operations of Sheridan House, Inc., and up

to 20 percent of the funds received shall be expended for

pronotion and marketing of the |license plate

3. Al remaining funds shall be expended by Sheri dan

House, Inc., for prograns.
(41) PARENTS MAKE A DI FFERENCE LI CENSE PLATES. - -
(a) The departnent shall devel op a Parents Make A

Difference |icense plate as provided in this section. The words

"Parents Make A Difference" nust appear at the top of the plate,

and the word "Fl orida" nust appear at the bottom of the plate.

(b) The annual use fees shall be distributed to The
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HB 1779 2003
Gat hering/ USA, Inc., to fund personal counseling for parents,

marri age sem nars, Dads and Mons That Make A D fference

sem nars, father-and-son retreats, nother-and-daughter retreats,

and personal parenting behavioral assessnents. The
Gat hering/ USA, Inc., shall distribute the Parents Make A

Difference license plate annual use fees in the foll ow ng

manner .

1. The Gathering/USA, Inc., shall retain all revenues from

the sale of such plates until all startup costs for devel opi ng

and establishing the plates have been recovered.

2. Up to 5 percent of the funds received by The

Gat hering/ USA, Inc., shall be expended for adm nistrative costs

directly associated with the operations of The Gatheri ng/ USA,

Inc., and up to 20 percent of the funds received shall be

expended for pronotion and marketing of the |license plate.

3. Al remaining funds shall be expended by The

Gat hering/ USA, Inc., for prograns.
Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003
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