Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1798
By Senator Snith

14- 736A- 03

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to postsecondary education

3 anmending s. 1001.74, F.S.; providing that a

4 university board of trustees shall establish

5 the fees for the university, including instate
6 undergraduate nmatricul ation, instate graduate
7 and professional tuition, and out-of-state

8 under graduat e, graduate, and professiona

9 matriculation; requiring a plan for setting

10 fees, which allows base tuition or

11 matriculation to be reset initially and

12 i ncreased annual ly, subject to specified

13 guidelines; requiring the plan to specify the
14 percentage of the increase which is to be spent
15 on i ncreased need-based financial aid;

16 providing for block tuition; providing for the
17 university to retain the proceeds and providing
18 for deposit; allowi ng each board of trustees to
19 wai ve tuition, matricul ation, and certain fees;
20 requiring a report of waivers; anending s.
21 1009.24, F.S., relating to state university
22 student fees; anmending the fornula for
23 cal cul ati ng the nmaxi num anounts of certain
24 fees; assigning certain duties to the Board of
25 Governors, rather than the State Board of
26 Education or the Departnent of Education
27 providing that the State Board of Education is
28 responsible for certain policies, as well as
29 rules and tinetables; deleting the
30 aut hori zation of boards of trustees to
31
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establish specified fees at specified maxi mum
anounts; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Present subsections (12)-(41) of section
1001. 74, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections
(15)-(44), respectively, present subsection (11) is
redesi gnated as subsection (14) and anended, and new
subsections (11), (12), and (13) are added to that section, to
read:

1001.74 Powers and duties of university boards of
trustees. --

(11) Each board of trustees shall establish instate

undergraduate matriculation within proviso | anguage in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act. A board of trustees al so may

establish, for all or a portion of its instate undergraduate

students, block tuition within an established range of credit

hours. The board of trustees shall set such block tuition at a

| evel equivalent to the cost of the nedi an nunber of credit

hours within the established range. The per-credit charge for

each credit hour within the nedi an nunber of credit hours nust

be the sane as the per-credit hour charge for instate

undergraduate matricul ation which is authorized within proviso

| anguage in the General Appropriations Act. The university

shall retain the matriculation that it coll ects and shal

deposit it into separate funds.

(12) Notwi thstanding any provision of law to the

contrary, each board of trustees shall establish instate

graduate and professional tuition and out-of-state

under graduate, graduate, and professional matricul ation
2
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1| pursuant to a plan to achieve a | evel equivalent to the nedian
2| of the university's self-selected public peer institutions as
3| reported by the United States Departnent of Education Nationa
4] Center for Educational Statistics. The plan may all ow the

5| university initially to reset the base tuition or

6| mtriculation to a new | evel not exceeding the national nedian
7] for the university's self-selected public peer institutions

8| and, after that, to limt annual increases to no nore than 20
9| percent. Such a plan nust specify the m ni nrum percentage of

10 | each annual increase which will be spent for increased

11 | need-based financial aid. A board of trustees al so may

12 | establish, for all or a portion of its instate graduate and
13 | professional students and for all or a portion of its

14 | out-of -state undergraduate, graduate, and professiona

15| students, block tuition within an established range of credit
16 | hours. The board of trustees shall set such block tuition at a
17 | l evel equivalent to the cost of the nedi an nunber of credit

18 | hours within the established range. The university shal

19 | retain the tuition and the graduate and professiona
20| matriculation that it collects and shall deposit those npbneys
21| into separate funds.
22 (13) Each board of trustees nay waive tuition and
23 | matricul ation for purposes that support and enhance the
24 | mission of the university. Each university shall annually
25| report the purpose, nunber, and value of all waivers granted,
26| in a format prescribed and reviewed by the Board of Governors.
27 | Each board of trustees al so may wai ve any fees that a student
28| is required to pay to register for a course.
29 (14) 31y Each board of trustees shall establish
30 | university fees ptrsuant—to—ss—1060924—-and—1609-26.
31
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1 Section 2. Section 1009.24, Florida Statutes, is

2 | anended to read:

3 1009.24 State university student fees.--

4 (1) This section applies to students enrolled in

5] college credit prograns at state universities.

6 (2) Al students shall be charged fees except students
7| who are exenpt fromfees or students whose fees are wai ved.
8 (3) b . . I I o

9 e et | o b . . -
10 | ant—fees—The sum of the activity and service, health, and

11 ) athletic fees a student is required to pay to register for a
12 | course shall not exceed 40 percent of the matricul ation

13 | tuitten—estabH-shed—ntawor—t+n—the—Ceneral—Approprtations
14 | Aet. No—universi-ty—shatH—ber+equired—totoner—any—fee—+n

15 | effeect—on—the—effectivedate—of—this—act—inorder—to—conpty

26 | out—of-—statefee-

27 (4) 5y Students who are enrolled in Progranms in

28 | Medi cal Sciences are considered graduate students for the

29 | purpose of enrollnment and student fees.

30 (5)6) A university board of trustees is authorized to
31| collect for financial aid purposes an anbunt not to exceed 5
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percent of the matriculation and tuition antd—out—of-—state—fee.
The revenues fromfees are to renmin at each canpus and

replace existing financial aid fees. Such funds shall be

di sbursed to students as quickly as possible. A mininmmof 75
percent of funds fromthe student financial aid fee for new
financial aid awards shall be used to provide financial aid
based on absol ute need. A-student—who—has—recerved—an—aware

: byt  hab— i I WORIVEE
I I yeria I he t

hi-s—or—her—original—awared—The Board of Governors StateBoard
of—FEduecation shall devel op general criteria for naking

financial aid awards. Each university shall report annually to

the Board of Governors bepartrent—of—Education on the revenue

coll ected pursuant to this subsection, the amount carried

forward, the criteria used to nake awards, the anount and
nunber of awards for each criterion, and a delineation of the
di stribution of such awards. The report shall include an
assessnent by category of the financial need of every student
who receives an award, regardl ess of the purpose for which the
award is received. Awards which are based on financial need
shall be distributed in accordance with a nationally

recogni zed system of need anal ysis approved by the Board of
Gover nors StateBeard—of—FEducation. An award for academ c
nerit shall require a mninmmoverall grade point average of
3.0 on a 4.0 scale or the equivalent for both initial receipt
of the award and renewal of the award.

(6) 7 The Capital Inprovement Trust Fund fee is
established as $2.44 per credit hour per senester. The
building fee is established as $2.32 per credit hour per
senester.

5
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1 (1) (8 I . . I | o . o I
5 it - I ee—heatth I

3 | athteti+e—+tees—\When duly established, the fees set by a

4 | university board of trustees shall be collected as conponent

5| parts of matricul ati on tuirti+en—and—fees and shall be retained
6| by the university and deposited i nto separate patd—into—the

7 | separate—activity—and—service—heatth—and—athteti¢c funds.

8 (8)t9)y(a) Each university board of trustees shal

9| establish a student activity and service fee on the main

10 | canpus of the university. The university board may al so

11 | establish a student activity and service fee on any branch

12 | canpus or center. Any subsequent increase in the activity and
13 | service fee nust be recomended by an activity and service fee
14 | conmittee, at |east one-half of whom are students appoi nted by
15| the student body president. The renmi nder of the comittee

16 | shall be appointed by the university president. A chairperson
17 | appointed jointly by the university president and the student
18 | body president, shall vote only in the case of a tie. The

19 | reconmendations of the conmmittee shall take effect only after
20 | approval by the university president, after consultation with
21| the student body president, with final approval by the

22 | university board of trustees. An increase in the activity and
23 | service fee may occur only once each fiscal year and nust be
24 | i npl enented beginning with the fall term The State Board of
25 | Education is responsible for promulgating the rules or

26 | policies and tinetabl es necessary to inplenent this fee.

27 (b) The student activity and service fees shall be

28 | expended for |lawful purposes to benefit the student body in

29 | general. This shall include, but shall not be linmted to,

30 | student publications and grants to duly recogni zed student

31| organi zations, the nenbership of which is open to all students
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at the university without regard to race, sex, or religion
The fund may not benefit activities for which an adnission fee
is charged to students, except for
st udent - gover nnent - associ ati on- sponsored concerts. The
al l ocation and expenditure of the fund shall be deternined by
t he student governnent association of the university, except
that the president of the university nmay veto any line itemor
portion thereof within the budget when subnitted by the
student governnent association |egislative body. The
university president shall have 15 school days fromthe date
of presentation of the budget to act on the allocation and
expendi ture reconmrendati ons, which shall be deened approved if
no action is taken within the 15 school days. If any line item
or portion thereof within the budget is vetoed, the student
governnment association |egislative body shall within 15 schoo
days nmake new budget recommendations for expenditure of the
vetoed portion of the fund. If the university president vetoes
any line itemor portion thereof within the new budget
revisions, the university president nmay reall ocate by |ine
itemthat vetoed portion to bond obligations guaranteed by
activity and service fees. Unexpended funds and undi sbursed
funds remaining at the end of a fiscal year shall be carried
over and remain in the student activity and service fund and
be available for allocation and expenditure during the next
fiscal year.

(9) €36y Each university board of trustees shal
establish a student health fee on the main canpus of the
university. The university board of trustees may al so
establish a student health fee on any branch canpus or center
Any subsequent increase in the health fee nust be recomended
by a health comittee, at |east one-half of whom are students
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appoi nted by the student body president. The renai nder of the
commttee shall be appointed by the university president. A
chai rperson, appointed jointly by the university president and
t he student body president, shall vote only in the case of a
tie. The recommendati ons of the committee shall take effect
only after approval by the university president, after
consultation with the student body president, with fina
approval by the university board of trustees. An increase in
the health fee may occur only once each fiscal year and nust
be i npl enented beginning with the fall term The Board of
Gover nor s StateBeard—of—FEducation is responsi ble for

prormul gating the rules or policies and tinetabl es necessary to
i mpl erent this fee.

(10) (1) Each university board of trustees shal
establish a separate athletic fee on the nain canpus of the
university. The university board nay al so establish a separate
athletic fee on any branch canpus or center. Any subsequent
increase in the athletic fee nust be reconmended by an
athletic fee commttee, at |east one-half of whom are students
appoi nted by the student body president. The renmai nder of the
comm ttee shall be appointed by the university president. A
chai rperson, appointed jointly by the university president and
t he student body president, shall vote only in the case of a
tie. The recommendati ons of the comittee shall take effect
only after approval by the university president, after
consultation with the student body president, with fina
approval by the university board of trustees. An increase in
the athletic fee may occur only once each fiscal year and mnust
be i npl enented beginning with the fall term The Board of
Gover nor s StateBeoard—of—FEducation is responsi ble for
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prormul gating the rules or policies and tinetabl es necessary to
i mpl erent this fee.
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1 43 o] | o ey . . F
5 L oridai o I T s I e
3| ¢ I . .  Forid " F . .
4 | arpunt—mot—to—exceed—$200—
5 tH4)—Each—uni-verst-ty—rmay—assess—a setrvice—charge—for
6 | thepayrent—of—tuttion—and—fees—ininstattrents—Such—Sservice
7 | eharge—rust—be—approved—by—the—universityboard—of—trustees—
8 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
9
10 KA KKK KA KK F KRR AR KA AR KR A KKK A KKK A A K KR A KKK
11 SENATE SUMVARY
12 Substantially revises the powers and duties of university
13| Che Boards Lo Ser turt fon Snd macr| cufatton’ fobs. | oM N9
14| Board OF Educhr| on ol Lhe Peparfment of Educat] onto the
15 Board of Governors. (See bill for details.)
16
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