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SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1822, 1st Eng.
Amendnent No. _~ Barcode 213576

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

WY 3R
04/ 30/ 2003 01:52 PM

Senat or Saunders noved the foll owi ng anendrent

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 6, between lines 9 and 10,

insert:

Section 5. Section 744.7021, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

744.7021 Statewi de Public Quardi anship Ofice.--There
is hereby created the Statew de Public Quardi anship Ofice

within the Departnent of Elderly Affairs. FThebepartrent—of
I I TN b . o .
. I e I I I .
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. . I I I I . . I
perfoerrance—ot—ts—duties—
(1) The Secretary of Elderly Affairs shall appoint the

executive director, who shall be the head of the Statew de
Publ i c Quardi anship Ofice is—the—exeedutive—ei+reetor—who
shatH—be—appoeintetd—by—the—Covernor. The executive director
nust be a menber of The Florida Bar, know edgeabl e of H-eensed

atterney—w-th—a—baeckground—n guardi anship | aw and knew-edge

of the social services available to neet the needs of

i ncapacitated persons, shall serve on a full-tine basis, and
shal| personally, or through representatives of the office
carry out the purposes and functions of the Statew de Public
Quardianship Ofice in accordance with state and federal |aw.
The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of and
report to the secretary Gevernor

(2) The executive director Statew-de—PubH-e
Grardianshi-p—&-H-—ce shall, within availabl e resources, have

oversight responsibilities for all public guardians.

(a) The executive director eff+ee shall reviewthe

current public guardian prograns in Florida and other states.

(b) The executive director effee, in consultation

with local guardianship offices, shall devel op statew de
per f or mance neasures and standards.

(c) The executive director eff+ece shall reviewthe

various nethods of fundi ng guardi anshi p prograns, the kinds of
servi ces being provided by such prograns, and the denographics

of the wards. In addition, the executive director eff+ee shal

revi ew and nmake recomrendations regarding the feasibility of
recovering a portion or all of the costs of providing public
guardi anshi p services fromthe assets or incone of the wards.
(d) Netater—than—Cetober—1,—2006—the—ofHece—shatH
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estrates—ef—the—cost—of—each—of—the—alternatives— By January

1, 2004, and by January 1 of each year thereafter, the

executive director effee shall provide a status report and

provi de further recomendati ons to the secretary whi ch address

the need for public guardianship services and rel ated issues.

(e) The executive director effece may provide

assi stance to local governments or entities in pursuing grant

opportunities. The executive director ef+ee shall review and

make recommrendations in the annual report on the availability
and efficacy of seeking Medicaid matching funds. The executive
di rector eff+ee shall diligently seek ways to use existing
prograns and services to nmeet the needs of public wards.

(f) The executive director, in consultation with the

Fl ori da Quardi anshi p Foundati on efH-ee shall devel op a

guardi anshi p traini ng program curricul um t hat —Fhe—trai-ni-ng
program nay be offered to all guardi ans whet her public or
private. FThe—ofHece—shatH—estabt-sha—currieduum-conm-ttee—to
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- . I : I anshi

.
(3) The executive director effee may conduct or

contract for denmonstration projects authorized by the

Departnment of Elderly Affairs, within funds appropriated or

through gifts, grants, or contributions for such purposes, to
determine the feasibility or desirability of new concepts of
organi zati on, admnistration, financing, or service delivery
designed to preserve the civil and constitutional rights of
persons of marginal or dimnished capacity. Any gifts, grants,
or contributions for such purposes shall be deposited in the
Departrent of Elderly Affairs Admnistrative Trust Fund.

(4) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs efH-ee has
authority to adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120. 54

to carry out the provisions of this section

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

TI'TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is anmended as foll ows:

On page 1, line 27, follow ng the seni col on

insert:
amendi ng s. 744.7021, F.S.; providing that the
executive director of the Statew de Public
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Quardi anship Ofice shall be appointed by the
Secretary of Elderly Affairs, rather than by
the Governor; transferring certain
responsibilities fromthe Statew de Public
Quardi anship Ofice to the Departnent of
Elderly Affairs;
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