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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1826

By Senator Argenzi ano

3-928-03
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to housing for the nentally
ill; expressing legislative intent to support
st abl e housing for persons who have a nental
illness; providing that such housi ng nust be
avail able in diverse settings; providing for
rul emaki ng by the Department of Children and
Fam |y Services; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Supportive housing for persons with nenta

illness.--
(1) LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the
Legi sl ature to support the pronotion and production of stable

housi ng for persons who have a nental illness. The Legislature

seeks to ensure that residents of this state who have a nent al

illness have access to supportive housi ng prograns or

equi val ent services that are nade available equally to al

i ndi viduals who have a serious nental illness irrespective of

their location, type of residence, or living situation
(2) AVAILABILITY OF HOUSI NG - - Supportive housing
services nust be available to persons who have a nental

illness, whether living in their own hones, in rental

apartnents, in licensed |linited nental health assisted |iving

facilities, or in other situations of the individual's

choosi ng.

(3) RULES.--The Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Services shall, no later than Decenber 1, 2003, adopt rules to
i nplement this act. The rules shall, at a nmininmum include:
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(a) A definition of state-funded supportive housing
for persons who have a serious nmental ill ness.

(b) Provider-certification procedures and oversi ght

responsibilities.

(c) Provider training and educational requirenents.

(d) Standards that relate to individual rights,

health, and safety of consuners.

(e) Standards that relate to the use of state funds

for rental subsidies and ot her support services.

(f) Standards for the provision of state-funded

supportive housi ng services.

(g) Standards that relate to appropriateness of

pl acemrent and procedures for addressing a crisis and

after-hours care needs.

(h) Requirenents for district planning.

(i) Provision for a single statew de conpl aint and

gri evance system
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

Rk S S R R Rk Ik O R Rk S kI R I I O

SENATE SUMVARY

Expresses the legislative intent that stable housing be
made avai |l abl e for persons who have a nental illness.
Provi des that such ou3|nﬂ nmust be available in diverse
settings. Requires that the Department of Children and
Fam | y~Servi ces adopt rules and specifies the content of

the rul es.
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