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HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
HB 1837
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative(s) Seiler, Gelber, Ross, Goodlette, Ritter,
Brown, and Berfield offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnment (with title anendnents)

Renove line(s) 4724 through 4749, and insert:

Section 31. Subsection (6) of section 440.491, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

440.491 Reenploynment of injured workers; rehabilitation.--

(6) TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON. - -

(a) Upon referral of an injured enpl oyee by the carrier,
or upon the request of an injured enployee, the departnent shal
conduct a training and education screening to determ ne whet her
it should refer the enployee for a vocational evaluation and, if
appropriate, approve training and education or other vocati onal
services for the enpl oyee. The departnment may not approve forma
trai ni ng and education prograns unless it determ nes, after

consideration of the reenpl oynent assessnent, pertinent
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reenpl oynent status reviews or reports, and such other rel evant
factors as it prescribes by rule, that the reenploynent plan is
likely to result in return to suitable gainful enploynent. The
departnent is authorized to expend noneys fromthe Wrkers'
Conpensati on Adm nistration Trust Fund, established by s.
440.50, to secure appropriate training and education at a
comunity col |l ege established under part Il of chapter 240 or

at a vocational -techni cal school established under s. 230.63, or

to secure other vocational services when necessary to satisfy

the recommendati on of a vocational evaluator. As used in this

par agraph, “appropriate training and education” includes

securing a general education diplonma (GED), if necessary. The

department shall establish training and educati on standards
pertaining to enployee eligibility, course curricula and
duration, and associ ated costs.

(b) Wien H—appears—that- an enpl oyee who has attai ned

maxi mum nmedi cal i nprovenent is unable to earn at |east 80

percent of the conpensation rate and requires training and

education to obtain suitable gainful enploynent, the enployer or

carrier shall pay the enployee additional training and education

tenporary total conpensation benefits while the enpl oyee

receives such training and education for a period not to exceed
104 weeks. The benefits provided under this paragraph shall not
be in addition to the 104 weeks as specified in s. 440.15(2) 26

carrier or enployer is not precluded fromvoluntarily paying

additional tenporary total disability conpensation beyond t hat
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period. |If an enpl oyee requires tenporary residence at or near a
facility or an institution providing training and education
which is located nore than 50 miles away fromthe enpl oyee's
customary residence, the reasonable cost of board, |odging, or
travel nust be borne by the departnent fromthe Wrkers'
Conpensati on Adm nistration Trust Fund established by s. 440.50.
An enpl oyee who refuses to accept training and education that is
recommended by the vocational eval uator and consi dered necessary

by the departnment will forfeit any additional training and

educati on benefits and any additional paynent for |ost wages

under this chapter. The departnment shall adopt rules to

i npl enent this section, which shall include requirenents pl aced

upon the carrier to notify the injured enpl oyee of the

avai lability of training and educati on benefits as specified in

this chapter. The departnent shall also include informtion

regarding the eligibility for training and educati on benefits in

informational naterials specified in ss. 440.207 and 440.40 s

z================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
Renmove |ine(s) 80 through 81, and insert:

amending s. 440.49, F.S., to conformcross references; anmendi ng

S. 440.491, F.S.; providing training and educati on requirenents

and benefits relating to reenploynent of injured workers;

providing for rules; anmending s. 440.525, F.S.; providing for
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