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A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Panama Cty Port Authority, Bay
County; providing for codification of the district's
charter; codifying, anending, and reenacting the
district's special acts; providing for severability;
repealing chapters 17643 (1935), 23466 (1945), 57-1704,
69-1442, 79-545, 84-389, and 85-380, Laws of Florida;
providing for liberal construction; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Statutes,

this act constitutes the codification of all special acts

relating to the Panama City Port Authority. It is the intent of

the Legislature in enacting this law to provide a single,

conpr ehensi ve special act charter for the Authority, including

all current legislative authority granted to the Authority by

its several legislative enactnents and any additional authority

granted by this act.

Section 2. Chapters 17643 (1935), 23466 (1945), 57-1704,
69-1442, 79-545, 84-389, and 85-380, Laws of Florida, are
codified, anended, reenacted, and repeal ed as herein provided.

Section 3. The charter for the Panama City Port Authority
is re-created and reenacted to read:

Section 1. There is hereby created a body corporate to be

known as the Panana City Port Authority (“Authority”), a

dependent special district, with the usual corporate powers to

sue and be sued and the additional powers specified herein. Said

Aut hority shall be an agency of Panama City (“City”). A
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property now owned or hereafter acquired by the Authority shal

be held by it for the benefit of the CGty. The Authority shal

not | ease, own, or acquire any real estate except in Bay County,

or within 10 mles of the City, whichever is greater.

Section 2. The Authority shall consist of five nenbers.

The five nenbers shall be appointed by the Panama Gty

Conmi ssioners. The City Comm ssion shall appoint or reappoint

the five nenbers of the Authority and shall designate the term

of each nenber from1l to 5 years. Thereafter, all appointnments

shall be for a termof 4 years fromthe expiration of the

previous term All vacancies for any unexpired ternms shall be

filled by the Cty Comm ssion. Al nenbers shall serve at the

pl easure of the City Comm ssion. No nenber shall be an officer

or enployee of the City, Bay County, or the state. Only

individuals residing in Bay County shall be eligible for

appoi ntnent to the Authority and no nore than two nenbers shal

be primarily engaged in the naritine industry. “Maritine

i ndustry” nmeans an activity relating to waterborne commerce and

navi gati on. The nenbers constituting the Authority shall sel ect

one of their nunber as chairperson. The termof office of the

chai rperson shall be 2 years fromthe date of his or her

sel ection. The nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their

services. Three nenbers shall constitute a quorum of the

Aut hority for all purposes.

Section 3. The Authority is authorized to hire an

executive director, attorney, secretary, and such other

enpl oyees or personnel, whether permanent or tenporary, as it

may in its judgnent so require. None of the enpl oyees of the

Aut hority shall be covered by the Enployee Civil Service Laws of
the Gty.
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Section 4. The Authority is hereby authorized to own and

acqui re property by purchase, | ease, em nent domain, gift, or

transfer fromothers, including governnmental agencies, and to

acquire, construct, nmintain, equip, operate, and nanage port

termnal facilities, including associated narine structures and

facilities, industrial parks, manufacturing plants, and any

ot her structures or inprovenents deenmed conveni ent or

appropriate for its purposes. The Authority shall not have the

right to exercise the power of em nent domain without first

obtaining the approval of the City Conm ssion.

Section 5. The Authority is hereby authorized to enter

into contracts with individuals, corporations, and governnent al

agenci es regarding all properties and structures owned,

operated, or |leased by the Authority as deened conveni ent or

appropriate in the managenent of its affairs or in the

furtherance thereof.
Section 6. Wthin the limts of its budget, the Authority

is authorized to borrow noney and give its notes and evi dences

of i ndebtedness therefor. Notwithstanding the |imtation of any

budget, when authorized by the City, the Authority is hereby

aut hori zed to rai se noneys by the i ssuance and sal e of revenue

bonds or certificates of i ndebtedness in such form anobunts,

condi tions, denomi nations, maturities, and rates of interest as

the Authority deens advi sable, which shall be payable solely

fromall or any part of the incone, rents, and revenues of any

property or facilities now or hereafter owned, |eased, or

operated by the Authority.

Section 7. The Authority shall have no power or authority

to bind or obligate the City in any manner what soever, directly

or indirectly. The City shall not be |iable or responsible for
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any debts, obligations, or liabilities of the Authority or its

officers or enployees. Al persons dealing with the Authority

are hereby charged with notice of this |imtation on the powers
of the Authority.
Section 8. The Authority shall submt on or before August

1 of each year to the City Conmi ssion its proposed annual budget

for approval by the Cty Comm ssion, together with a copy of an

audit of its affairs for the precedi ng year prepared by a

certified public accountant. The audit shall be in such form as

dictated by the laws of the state. No npbneys shall be spent or

obligations incurred by the Authority except in accordance with

its budget.

Section 9. If any provision of this Act or the application

t hereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, such

invalidity shall not affect provisions or applications of the

Act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or

application and, to this end, the provisions of this Act are

decl ared to be severabl e.

Section 10. This Act shall be construed as a renedi al act

and shall be liberally construed to pronpte the purposes for
which it is intended.

Section 4. Chapters 17643 (1935), 23466 (1945), 57-1704,
69-1442, 79-545, 84-389, and 85-380, Laws of Florida, are

r epeal ed.
Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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