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A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the protection and delivery of services
to persons who are di sabl ed, vul nerable, or elderly;
creating s. 393.506, F.S.; allowi ng adm ni stration of
medi cation by certain unlicensed staff for persons with
devel opnental disabilities; providing requirenents for
such adm ni stration; creating s. 400.9685, F.S.; allow ng
adm ni stration of nedication by certain unlicensed staff
in nursing hones and rel ated health care facilities for
persons with devel opnental disabilities; providing

requi renents for such adm nistration; amending s. 394. 74,
F.S.; providing for alternative paynent nethods for
contracts for provision of |ocal substance abuse and
nmental health prograns; amending s. 415.102, F.S.;
clarifying definitions; anmending s. 765.401, F.S.;
provi di ng additional persons which nay be given a proxy
for the making of health care decisions; anending s.
744.102, F.S.; providing that a public guardian shall be
consi dered a professional guardian; anending s. 744. 1083,
F.S.; requiring additional information for registration;
transferring certain rule adoption authority and
registration responsibilities fromthe Statew de Public
Guardi anship Ofice to the Departnent of Elderly Affairs;
aut hori zing the Departnment of Elderly Affairs to contract
with the Florida Guardi anship Foundati on and the
foundation to contract with clerks of court to the

regi stration of professional guardi ans; anending s.
744.1085, F.S.; providing for additional regulation of

pr of essi onal guardi ans; providing for a professional

exam nation as a condition of registration; providing
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addi tional requirenents for registration as a professional

guardi an; anmending s. 744.3135, F.S.; limting certain
requi rements to professional guardians; authorizing the
court to require nonprofessional guardians to submt to
credit history investigations and background screening;
anending s. 744.444, F.S.;, allow ng guardians to enpl oy
care managers and di sclose confidential information to an
onbudsman wi t hout court approval; providing that such
information shall remain confidential; anending ss.
744.534 and 744.7021, F.S.; transferring responsibility
for the Statew de Public Guardianship Ofice to the
Secretary of the Departnent of Elderly Affairs; anending
S. 744.704, F.S.; renoving a limtation on what wards a
publ i c guardi an may serve; creating the Guardi anship Task
Force to exam ne and make recomendati ons regardi ng
guardianship in this state; providing for menbership;
provi ding for appointnent; providing for term of

exi stence; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 393.506, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

393.506 Adm nistration of nedication.--

(1) Notwi thstanding the provisions of part | of chapter

464, the Nurse Practice Act, unlicensed staff providing services

to persons with devel opnental disabilities nay adm ni ster oral

transdernmal, inhal ed, or topical prescription nedications as

provided in this section.

Page 2 of 20
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F

O

60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89

L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 1891 2003
(a) For noninstitutional comunity prograns, the director

of the facility or programshall designate in witing staff who

are eligible to be trained to assist in the adm nistration of

or to adm ni ster nedi cati on.

(b) For internediate care facilities for the

devel opnental |y di sabled |icensed pursuant to part Xl of chapter

400, unlicensed staff designated by the director may provide

nedi cati on assi stance under the general supervision of a

regi stered nurse |licensed pursuant to chapter 464.

(2) Each facility, institution, or programnust include in

its policies and procedures a plan for training designated staff

to ensure the safe handling, storage, and adm nistration of

prescription nedication. These policies and procedures nust be

approved by the departnent before staff assist with nedication.

(3) The policies and procedures nust include, at a

m ni num the foll ow ng provisions:

(a) An expressed and inforned consent for each client.

(b) The director of the facility, program or provider

nmust maintain a copy of the witten prescription, and that

prescription nust include the nane of the nedication, the dosage

and adm ni stration schedule, the reason for the prescription,

and the term nati on date.

(c) Each prescribed nedication shall be kept inits

original container and in a secure |ocation.

(4) The training required in this section shall be
conducted by a regi stered nurse or a physician |icensed pursuant
to chapter 458 or chapter 459.

Section 2. Section 400.9685, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

400. 9685 Adnministration of nedication.--
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(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Nurse Practice

Act, part | of chapter 464, unlicensed staff providing services

to persons with devel opnmental disabilities nay adm ni ster oral

transdernal, inhaled, or topical nedications under the general

supervision of a registered nurse as provided in this section.

(2) Each facility nmust include in its policies and

procedures a plan for training designated staff to ensure the

safe handling, storage, and administration of prescription

nedi cation. These policies and procedures nust be approved by

t he departnent before staff assist with nedication.

(3) The policies and procedures nust include, at a

m ni nrum the foll ow ng provisions:

(a) An expressed and inforned consent for each client.

(b) The director of the facility, program or provider

nmust nmaintain a copy of the witten prescription, and that

prescription nust include the name of the nedication, the dosage

and adm nistration schedule, the reason for the prescription,

and the term nati on date.

(c) Each prescribed nedication shall be kept inits

original container and in a secure |ocation.

(4) The training required in this section shall be

conducted by a registered nurse |licensed pursuant to chapter

464, or a physician |icensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter
459.
Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 394.74, Florida

Statutes, is anended, and subsection (6) is added to said

section, to read:
394.74 Contracts for provision of |ocal substance abuse

and nmental health prograns. --
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(2)(a) Contracts for service shall be consistent with the

approved district plan.

(b) Notw thstanding s. 394.76(3)(a) and (c), the
departnment may use unit cost nethods of paynent in contracts for
purchasi ng nental health and substance abuse services. The unit
cost contracting system nust account for those patient fees that
are paid on behalf of a specific client and those that are
earned and used by the provider for those services funded in

whole or in part by the departnent. The departnent nmay al so use

a fee-for-service arrangenent, case rates, or a capitation

arrangenent in order to account for those services.

(c) The departnent may rei nburse actual expenditures for
startup contracts and fixed capital outlay contracts in
accordance with contract specifications.

(6) The departnent nmay use a fee-for-service arrangenent,

case rates, or capitation in order to account for nmental health

and substance abuse servi ces.

Section 4. Subsections (1), (7), and (26) of section
415. 102, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

415. 102 Definitions of terns used in ss. 415.101-
415.113.--As used in ss. 415.101-415.113, the term

(1) "Abuse" neans any willful act or threatened act by a

caregi ver that causes or is likely to cause significant
inmpairment to a vul nerable adult's physical, nmental, or
enotional health. Abuse includes acts and om ssions.

(7)(a) "Exploitation" neans a caregiver persen who:

1. Stands in a position of trust and confidence with a
vul nerabl e adult and know ngly, by deception or intimdation,
obt ai ns or uses, or endeavors to obtain or use, a vulnerable

adult's funds, assets, or property with the intent to
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tenporarily or permanently deprive a vul nerable adult of the

use, benefit, or possession of the funds, assets, or property
for the benefit of sonmeone other than the vul nerable adult; or

2. Knows or should know that the vul nerable adult |acks
the capacity to consent, and obtains or uses, or endeavors to
obtain or use, the vulnerable adult's funds, assets, or property
with the intent to tenporarily or permanently deprive the
vul nerabl e adult of the use, benefit, or possession of the
funds, assets, or property for the benefit of someone other than
t he vul nerabl e adult.

(b) "Exploitation"” may include, but is not limted to:

1. Breaches of fiduciary relationships, such as the m suse
of a power of attorney or the abuse of guardianship duties,
resulting in the unauthorized appropriation, sale, or transfer
of property;

2. Unauthorized taking of personal assets;

3. Msappropriation, msuse, or transfer of noneys
bel onging to a vulnerable adult froma personal or joint
account; or

4. Intentional or negligent failure to effectively use a
vul nerabl e adult's income and assets for the necessities
required for that person's support and nai ntenance.

(26) "Vulnerable adult" means a person 18 years of age or
ol der whose ability to performthe nornmal activities of daily
living or to provide for his or her own care or protection is
inmpaired due to a nental, enotional, physical, or devel opnental
disability or dysfunctioning, or brain damage, or the

infirmties of aging. "Vulnerable adult" does not include an

i ndi vidual who is hospitalized and whose i npairnent is tenporary

due to acute illness or injury.
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Section 5. Paragraph (h) is added to subsection (1) of

section 765.401, Florida Statutes, to read:

765.401 The proxy.--

(1) |If an incapacitated or devel opnental |y di sabl ed
pati ent has not executed an advance directive, or designated a
surrogate to execute an advance directive, or the designated or
alternate surrogate is no | onger available to nmake health care
deci sions, health care decisions may be made for the patient by
any of the following individuals, in the follow ng order of
priority, if no individual in a prior class is reasonably
avai l able, willing, or conpetent to act:

(h) A clinical social worker |icensed pursuant to chapter

491, or a graduate of a court-approved guardi anshi p program

Such a proxy nust be selected by the provider’s bioethics

conmmttee and nust not be enpl oyed by the provider. If the

provi der does not have a bioethics commttee, then such a proxy

may be chosen through an arrangenent with the bioethics

commttee of another provider. The provider shall make avail able

a second physician, not involved in the patient’s care, upon the

proxy’s request, to assist the proxy in evaluating treatnent.
Section 6. Subsection (15) of section 744.102, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
744.102 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the term

(15) "Professional guardi an" nmeans any guardi an who
receives or has at any tine received conpensation for services
rendered to nore than two wards as their guardian. A person
serving as a guardian for two or nore relatives as defined in s.
744.309(2) is not considered a professional guardian. A public

guardi an shall be consi dered a professi onal guardian.
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Section 7. Section 744.1083, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:

744.1083 Professional guardian registration.--

(1) Effective January 1, 2003, a professional guardian
nmust register with the Statew de Public Guardianship Ofice
established in part I X of this chapter. Fhe—Statew-dePRubl¢

i anchi 1 b the olerk of tl .

: : : i . : . . |
" . : ¢ ossional i ans.

(2) Annual registration shall be nmade on fornms furnished
by the Statew de Public Guardi anship Ofice and acconpani ed by
the applicable registration fee as determined by rule. Such fee
shal | not exceed $100 $25.

(3) Registration nust include the follow ng:

(a) If the professional guardian is a natural person, the
name, address, date of birth, and enployer identification or
soci al security nunber of the professional guardian.

(b) If the professional guardian is a partnership or
associ ation, the nane, address, and date of birth of every
menber, and the enployer identification nunber of the
partnershi p or association.

(c) If the professional guardian is a corporation, the
name, address, and enpl oyer identification nunber of the
corporation; the nanme, address, and date of birth of each of its
directors and officers; the name of its resident agent; and the
name, address, and date of birth of each person having at | east
a 10-percent interest in the corporation.

(d) The nane, address, date of birth, and enpl oyer

identification nunber, if applicable, of each person providing
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guar di an- del egat ed financial or personal guardi anship services

for wards.
(e) Docunentation that the bondi ng and educati onal
requi renents of s. 744.1085 have been net, and that background

screeni ng has been conducted pursuant to s. 744.3135. Conpliance

with this section shall constitute conpliance with the

attestation requirenment of s. 435.04(5).

(f) Sufficient information to distinguish a guardian

provi di ng guardi anship services as a public guardi an,

i ndi vidually, through partnership, corporation, or any other

busi ness organi zati on.
(4) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs StatewdePublic

Gyar-di-ahrship—OHice may adopt rul es necessary to adm nister this

secti on.

(5) A trust conpany, a state banking corporation or state
savi ngs associ ati on authorized and qualified to exercise
fiduciary powers in this state, or a national banking
associ ation or federal savings and | oan association authorized
and qualified to exercise fiduciary powers in this state, may,
but shall not be required to, register as a professional
guardi an under this section. If a trust company, state banking
corporation, state savings associ ation, national banking
associ ation, or federal savings and | oan associ ati on descri bed
in this subsection elects to register as a professional guardi an
under this subsection, the requirenments of subsection (3) shal
not apply and the registration shall include only the nane,
address, and enpl oyer identification nunber of the registrant,
the nanme and address of its registered agent, if any, and the
docunent ati on described in paragraph (3)(e).

(6) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs may contract with
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the Florida Guardi anshi p Foundation to regi ster professional

guardi ans. The foundation nay contract with the clerk of the

court in each county to performthe adm nistrative functions

associated with regi stering professional guardi ans.

(7) The departnent shall ensure that the clerks of the

court and the Chief Judge of each judicial circuit receive

i nformati on about each regi stered professional guardi an.
Section 8. Subsections (4) through (9) are added to
section 744.1085, Florida Statutes, to read:
744.1085 Regul ation of professional guardi ans;

application; bond required; educational requirenents. --

(4) Each professional guardian nust allow, at the

guardi an’ s expense, an investigation of the guardian’s credit

hi story, and the credit history of enployees of the guardian, in

a manner prescribed by the Departnent of Elderly Affairs.

(5) As required in s. 744.3135, each professional guardi an

shall allow a | evel 2 background screening of the guardi an and

enpl oyees of the guardian in accordance with the provisions of
s. 435. 04.
(6) After July 1, 2005, each professional guardi an shal

be required to denpnstrate conpetency to act as a professiona

guardi an by taking an exam nati on devel oped or approved by the

Fl ori da Guardi anshi p Foundati on and the Departnent of Elderly
Affairs.
(a) The Department of Elderly Affairs, in consultation

with the Florida Guardi anshi p Foundation, shall detern ne the

m ni mum exam nati on score necessary for passage of guardi anship

exani nati ons.
(b) The Departnment of Elderly Affairs shall determ ne the

procedure for adm nistration of the exam nati on.
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(c) The Florida Guardi anshi p Foundati on shall charge an

exam nation fee for the actual costs of the devel opnent and the

adm ni stration of the exam nation, not to exceed $500.

(d) The Departnment of Elderly Affairs, in consultation

wth the Florida Guardi anshi p Foundati on, nmay recogni ze passage

of a national guardianship exam nation in lieu of all or part of

t he exam nati on devel oped or approved by the foundati on, except

that all professional guardi ans nust take and pass an approved

exam nation section related to Florida | aw and procedure.

(7) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs, in consultation

with the Florida GQuardi anship Foundation, shall set the m ni num

score necessary to denonstrate professional guardi anship

conpet ency.

(8) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall waive the

exam nation requirenent in paragraph (6) if a professional

guardi an can provi de:

(a) Proof that the guardian has actively acted as a

prof essi onal guardian for 5 years or nore; and

(b) Aletter froma circuit judge before whomthe

pr of essi onal guardi an practiced at |east 1 year which states

t hat the professional guardi an had denonstrated to the court her

or his conpetency as a professional guardi an.

(9) After July 1, 2004, the court shall not appoint any

pr of essi onal guardi an who has not nmet the requirenents of this
section and s. 744.1083.

Section 9. Section 744.3135, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

744.3135 Credit and crimnal investigation.--The court may
requi re a nonprofessional guardian and shall require a

prof essi onal or public guardian, and all enployees of a
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prof essi onal guardi an who have a fiduciary responsibility to a

ward, to submt, at their own expense, to an investigation of
the guardian's credit history and to undergo |evel 2 background
screening as required under s. 435.04. The clerk of the court
shall obtain fingerprint cards fromthe Federal Bureau of

| nvesti gati on and make them avail abl e to guardi ans. Any guardi an
who is so required shall have his or her fingerprints taken and
forward the proper fingerprint card along with the necessary fee
to the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenment for processing. The
prof essi onal guardi an shall pay to the clerk of the court a fee
of $5 for handling and processing professional guardian files.
The results of the fingerprint checks shall be forwarded to the
clerk of court who shall maintain the results in a guardian file
and shall make the results available to the court. If credit or
crimnal investigations are required, the court nust consider
the results of the investigations in appointing a guardian.

Prof essi onal guardi ans and all enpl oyees of a professional

guardi an who have a fiduciary responsibility to a ward, so
appoi nted, nust resubmit, at their own expense, to an
investigation of credit history, and undergo |level 1 background
screening as required under s. 435.03, at |least every 2 years

after the date of their appointnent. At any tine, the court may

requi re nonprofessional guardians to submt to an investigation

of credit history and undergo | evel 1 background screening as

requi red under s. 435.03. The court nust consider the results of

t hese investigations in reappointing a guardian. This section
shall not apply to a professional guardian, or to the enpl oyees
of a professional guardian, that is a trust conpany, a state
banki ng corporation or state savings associ ation authorized and

qualified to exercise fiduciary powers in this state, or a
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nati onal banki ng association or federal savings and | oan

associ ation authorized and qualified to exercise fiduciary
powers in this state.

Section 10. Subsection (13) of section 744.444, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (16) is added to said
section to read:

744. 444 Power of guardian w thout court approval.--Wthout
obtai ning court approval, a plenary guardi an of the property, or
a limted guardian of the property within the powers granted by
t he order appointing the guardian or an approved annual or
anended guardi anshi p report, may:

(13) Wen reasonably necessary, enploy persons, including

attorneys, auditors, investnent advisers, care nmanagers, or

agents, even if they are associated with the guardi an, to advise
or assist the guardian in the performance of his or her duties.

(16) Provide confidential information about a ward that is

related to an investigation arising under part | of chapter 400

to a local or state onmbudsnman council nenber conducting such an

i nvestigation. Any such onbudsman shall have a duty to nmaintain

the confidentiality of such infornation.

Section 11. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
744.534, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

744,534 Disposition of unclainmed funds held by guardian. - -

(2)

(c) Wthin 5 years fromthe date of deposit with the State
Treasurer, on witten petition to the court that directed the
deposit of the funds and informal notice to t he Departnent of
Legal Affairs, and after proof of his or her right to them any
person entitled to the funds, before or after paynment to the

State Treasurer and deposit as provided for in paragraph (a),
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may obtain a court order directing the paynent of the funds to

himor her. Al funds deposited with the State Treasurer and not
claimed within 5 years fromthe date of deposit shall escheat to
the state to be deposited in the Departnent of Elderly Affairs
Adm ni strative Trust Fund to be used solely for the benefit of
publ i ¢ guardi anship as determined by the Secretary of the
Departnent of Elderly Affairs Statewde—PublHec—Guardianship

Section 12. Section 744.7021, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

744.7021 Statew de Public Guardianship Ofice.--There is
hereby created the Statew de Public Guardianship Ofice within

the Departnent of Elderly Affairs. Fhe Departwentof Elderly
T hall L d i i : I : I
T I v I , ' i

(1) The Secretary of the Departnent of Elderly Affairs

shal | appoint the executive director, who shall be the head of
the Statewi de Public Guardianship Ofice is—the—execdtive
director—who-shallbe appointed by the Governor. The executive

director nust be a nenber of The Florida Bar, know edgeabl e of

H-ecensedattorney wtha background—in guardi anship | aw and
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knowledge of the social services available to neet the needs of

i ncapacitated persons, shall serve on a full-tinme basis, and
shal | personally, or through representatives of the office,
carry out the purposes and functions of the Statew de Public
Guardi anship O fice in accordance with state and federal |aw
The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of and report
to the Secretary Governor.

(2) The executive director Statewide Public Guardianship

Ofiece shall, within avail abl e resources, have oversi ght

responsibilities for all public guardians.

(a) The executive director effiece shall review the current

public guardian prograns in Florida and other states.

(b) The executive director effiee, in consultation with

| ocal guardi anship offices, shall devel op statew de perfornmnce
measur es and st andards.

(c) The executive director effiece shall review the various

met hods of fundi ng guardi anshi p prograns, the kinds of services
bei ng provided by such progranms, and the denographics of the

wards. | n addition, the executive director effiece shall review

and make recomendati ons regarding the feasibility of recovering
a portion or all of the costs of providing public guardianship
services fromthe assets or inconme of the wards.

(d) No later than Cctober 1, 2000, the office shall submt
to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the Suprene
Court an interimreport describing the progress of the office in
nmeeting the goals as described in this section. No later than
Oct ober 1, 2001, the office shall submt to the Governor, the
President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court a
Page 15 of 20

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




O

447
448

449

FLORIDA H O U S E O F R EPRETSENTAT.I
HB 1891 2003
proposed public guardi anship plan including alternatives for
nmeeting the state's guardi anship needs. This plan may i ncl ude
recommendations for less than the entire state, may include a
phase-in system and shall include estimtes of the cost of each
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of the alternatives. Each year thereafter, the executive
di rector effiece shall provide a status report and provide

further recommendations to the Secretary that address the need

for public guardi anship services and rel ated issues.

(e) The executive director effiece may provi de assi stance

to |l ocal governments or entities in pursuing grant

opportunities. The executive director effiece shall review and

make recommendations in the annual report on the availability
and efficacy of seeking Medicaid matching funds. The executive
director effiece shall diligently seek ways to use existing
prograns and services to neet the needs of public wards.

(f) The executive director, in consultation with the
Fl ori da Guardi anshi p Foundati on, effiece shall develop a
guardi anship training programcurricul umthat —Fhetraining
program may be offered to all guardi ans whether public or
private. The office shall establish a curriculumcommtteeto

: s : i anchi o
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(3) The executive director effiee may conduct or contract

for denonstration projects authorized by the Departnent of

Elderly Affairs, within funds appropriated or through gifts,

grants, or contributions for such purposes, to determ ne the
feasibility or desirability of new concepts of organization
adm ni stration, financing, or service delivery designed to
preserve the civil and constitutional rights of persons of
mar gi nal or di m ni shed capacity. Any gifts, grants, or
contributions for such purposes shall be deposited in the
Department of Elderly Affairs Adm nistrative Trust Fund.

(4) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs effiece has authority
to adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to carry

out the provisions of this section.

Section 13. Section 744.704, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

744.704 Powers and duties. --

(1) A public guardian nay serve as a guardian of a person

adj udi cated i ncapacitated under this chapter:
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(2) The public guardian shall be vested with all the

powers and duties of a guardian under this chapter, except as
ot herwi se provided by |aw.

(3) The public guardian shall primarily serve

i ncapacitated persons who are of |limted financial neans, as

defined by contract or rule of the Departnent of Elderly

Affairs. The public guardi an nay serve incapacitated persons of

greater financial neans to the extent the Departnent of Elderly

Affairs determ nes to be appropriate H—the—publec—guardian

fHndsthat the assets or the ncomeof the ward exceedsthe

(4) The public guardian shall be authorized to enpl oy
sufficient staff to carry out the duties of his or her office.
(5) The public guardian may del egate to assistants and
ot her menbers of his or her staff the powers and duties of the
of fice of public guardian, except as otherwse limted by |aw
The public guardian shall retain ultinate responsibility for the

di scharge of his or her duties and responsibilities.
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i an. I . I I .
Lified il L i an—eitd I bl

' I Lifiod hall - I :
appointrent—of a-successor—guardi-an—

(6)A~ A public guardian shall not commt a ward to a
mental health treatnent facility, as defined in s. 394.455(30),
w t hout an involuntary placenent proceeding as provided by | aw

(7)8)> VWhen a person is appointed successor public
guardi an, he or she imedi ately succeeds to all rights, duties,
responsibilities, and powers of the preceding public guardian.

(8)9)> Wen the position of public guardian is vacant,
subordi nate personnel enpl oyed under subsection (4) shal
continue to act as if the position of public guardian were
filled.

Section 14. (1) There is created within the Departnent of

Elderly Affairs a Guardi anship Task Force for the purpose of

exam ni ng guardi anship and i ncapacity and naki ng recomendati ons

to the Governor and the Legislature for the inprovenent of

processes and procedures related to guardi anship and i ncapacity.

The departnent shall staff the task force, and the Secretary of

Elderly Affairs shall appoint the chair fromanong the task

force menbership. The nenbers of the task force shall serve

Wi t hout conpensation. Unless specified otherw se, task force

nenbers shall be appointed by the organi zati ons they represent,

and the cost of nenbers’ participation shall be borne by their

appoi nting organi zati on.
(2) The Guardi anship Task Force shall identify the
characteristics of Florida guardi anship practice. It shall also

identify best practices and reconmend specific statutory and

ot her changes for achi eving such best practices and for
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achieving citizen access to quality guardi anship services. The

task force shall nmake a prelimnary report to the Secretary of

the Departnent of Elderly Affairs no later than January 1, 2004,

and its final report to the Secretary shall be made no | ater
t han January 1, 2005.

(3) The Guardi anship Task Force shall consist of nine

nmenbers, including a judge with experience in guardi anship

proceedi ngs who i s appointed by the Florida Conference of

Circuit Judges, a representative of the Association of Cerks of

Court, a professor of law with experience in elder issues

appoi nted by the Secretary of the Departnent of Elderly Affairs,

a representative of the Florida State Guardi anshi p Associ ati on,

a representative of the Florida Guardi anshi p Foundation, a

representative of the Real Property and Probate Section of The

Florida Bar, a representative of the Elder Law Section of The

Florida Bar, a professional with experience performn ng

exam nations and determ ning incapacity, and a citizen or

consuner appointed by the Executive Director of the Florida

office of the Anmerican Associ ati on of Retired Persons.

(4) The Quardi anship Task Force nay appoint ex officio

nmenbers who possess needed expertise to assist the task force in

its work. The task force will cease to exist May 6, 2005.

Section 15. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw
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