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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 1919 2003

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to nutual aid agreenents; anending s.
23.1225, F.S.; revising the types of agreenents that
constitute nmutual aid agreenents for purposes of pt. | of
ch. 23, F.S., the "Florida Mutual Aid Act"; defining "l aw
enf orcenent agency” for purposes of the act; revising the
persons or entities authorized to enter into a nutual aid
agreenent; revising provisions, to conform providing an

ef fective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 23.1225, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:
23.1225 Miutual aid agreenents.--

(1) The term"mutual aid agreenent,” as used in this part,
refers to one of the follow ng types of agreenent:
(a) A voluntary cooperation witten agreenent between two

or nore | aw enforcenent agenci es that —e+r—between—one—-or—npre

1012 97 —whi-ch—agreenent permts voluntary cooperation and

assi stance of a routine | aw enforcenent nature across
jurisdictional lines. The agreenent nust specify the nature of
the | aw enforcenent assistance to be rendered, the agency e+
entity that shall bear any liability arising fromacts
undertaken under the agreenent, the procedures for requesting
and for authorizing assistance, the agency er—entity that has

command and supervisory responsibility, atine limt for the
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agreenent, the anpunt of any conpensation or reinbursenent to

the assisting agency e+——entity, and any other terns and
conditions necessary to give it effect. Exanples of |aw
enforcenent activities that may be addressed in a voluntary
cooperation witten agreenent include, but are not limted to,
establishing a joint city-county task force on narcotics
smuggl i ng, authorizing school safety officers to enforce laws in
an area within 1,000 feet of a school or school board property,
or establishing a joint city-county traffic enforcenent task
force.

(b) A requested operational assistance witten agreenent

between two or nore | aw enforcenent agenci es that,—er—between

wi-th—s—1012 97— which—agreenent- is for the rendering of

assistance in a | aw enforcenent energency. The agreenent nust
specify the nature of the | aw enforcenent assistance to be
rendered, the agency er—entity that shall bear any liability
arising fromacts undertaken under the agreenent, the procedures
for requesting and for authorizing assistance, the agency e+
entity that has command and supervisory responsibility, a tine
limt for the agreenent, the anmount of any conpensation or
rei mhursenment to the assisting agency er—entity, and any ot her
ternms and conditions necessary to give it effect. An exanple of
the use of a requested operational assistance witten agreenent
is to neet a request for assistance due to a civil disturbance
or other energency as defined in s. 252.34.

(c) A conbination of the agreenents described in
par agraphs (a) and (b).
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(2) For the purposes of this section, "law enforcenent

agency" neans any agency, unit of governnent, or nunicipality,

or the state or any political subdivision or agency thereof,

that has constitutional or statutory authority to enpl oy or

appoi nt persons as | aw enforcenent officers as defined in s.
943.10(1).
(3) 2 A nutual aid agreenent may allow for discretion by

the parties as to when, whether, and to what extent assistance
wi |l be avail abl e.
(43> A nmutual aid agreenent nmay be entered into by a | aw

enf orcenent agency upon witten agreenent by the chief executive

officer of such agency having authority to bind the agency:=

(54 A copy of a nutual aid agreement nust be filed with

t he Departnment of Law Enforcenent within 14 days after it is
si gned.

(6)65)F In the event of a disaster or enmergency such that a
state of energency is declared by the Governor pursuant to
chapter 252, the requirenent that a requested operational
assi stance agreenent be a witten agreenment for rendering of
assistance in a | aw enforcenent energency nmay be wai ved by the
participating agencies for a period of up to 90 days fromthe

decl aration of the disaster.
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(a) Wen a |l aw enforcenent agency—a—sechool—board

wi-th—s—1012-97 | ends assi stance pursuant to this subsection,
all powers, privileges, and immunities listed in s. 23.127,
except with regard to interstate nmutual aid agreenents, apply to
t he agency er—entity, provided that the | aw enforcenent —sechool
beard—or—university enpl oyees rendering services are being
requested and coordi nated by the affected | ocal |aw enforcenent
executive in charge of |aw enforcenent operations.

(b) A listing of such agencies e+—entities and the
of ficers and enpl oyees of such agenci es er—entities rendering
assi stance pursuant to this subsection nust be naintained by the
agency er—entity requesting such assistance and filed at the end
of the 90-day period with the Florida Departnent of Law
Enf or cenent .

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw.
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