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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 1919, Engrossed 1 2003
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to |l aw enforcenent; anending s. 23.1225,
F.S.; revising the types of agreenents that constitute
mutual aid agreenents for purposes of pt. | of ch. 23,
F.S., the "Florida Miutual Aid Act"; defining "l aw

enf orcenent agency" for purposes of the act; revising the
persons or entities authorized to enter into a nutual aid
agreenent; revising provisions, to conform anending s.
282.1095, F.S.; authorizing a nenber of the Joint Task
Force on State Agency Law Enforcenent Conmuni cations to
appoint an alternate; providing for the Departnent of Law
Enf orcenent and the Departnment of Community Affairs,

Di vi sion of Energency Managenment, to work in conjunction
with the State Technology O fice to establish certain
policies, procedures, and standards; authorizing the
office to nmake certain nmutual aid channels in the state
radi o communi cati ons system avail able to ot her agenci es;
providing for the creation of an interoperability network;
provi di ng powers and duties of the office; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 23.1225, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

23. 1225 Mutual aid agreenents.--

(1) The term"nutual aid agreenent,” as used in this part,
refers to one of the follow ng types of agreenent:

(a) A voluntary cooperation witten agreenent between two
or nore | aw enforcenent agencies that —er—between—one—or—rore
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32

33
34| 101297 —which—agreernent permts voluntary cooperation and

35| assistance of a routine | aw enforcenent nature across

36| jurisdictional lines. The agreenent mnust specify the nature of
371 the | aw enforcenent assistance to be rendered, the agency e+

38| entity that shall bear any liability arising fromacts

39| undertaken under the agreenent, the procedures for requesting

40| and for authorizing assistance, the agency er—entity that has

41| command and supervisory responsibility, a time limt for the

42| agreenent, the anount of any conpensation or reinbursenment to

43| the assisting agency er—ent+ty, and any other terns and

44| conditions necessary to give it effect. Exanples of |aw

45| enforcenment activities that may be addressed in a voluntary

46| cooperation witten agreenent include, but are not linmted to,
47| establishing a joint city-county task force on narcotics

48| snuggling, authorizing school safety officers to enforce laws in
49 an area within 1,000 feet of a school or school board property,
50| or establishing a joint city-county traffic enforcenment task

51| force.

52 (b) A requested operational assistance witten agreenent
53| between two or nore | aw enforcenment agencies that,—er—between

54
55
56

57| with-—s—1012.- 97 which agreenent is for the rendering of

58| assistance in a |law enforcenent energency. The agreenment nust

59| specify the nature of the |aw enforcenent assistance to be

60| rendered, the agency er—entity that shall bear any liability
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arising fromacts undertaken under the agreenent, the procedures

for requesting and for authorizing assistance, the agency e+
entity that has conmand and supervisory responsibility, a tine
limt for the agreenent, the anobunt of any conpensation or
rei nbursenment to the assisting agency er—entity, and any ot her
terms and conditions necessary to give it effect. An exanple of
the use of a requested operational assistance witten agreenent
is to nmeet a request for assistance due to a civil disturbance
or other energency as defined in s. 252. 34.

(c) A conbination of the agreenents described in
par agraphs (a) and (b).

(2) For the purposes of this section, "law enforcenent

agency" neans any agency, unit of governnent, or nunicipality,

or the state or any political subdivision or agency thereof,

that has constitutional or statutory authority to enploy or

appoi nt persons as |aw enforcenent officers as defined in s.
943.10(1).
(3)2> A nmutual aid agreenent nmay allow for discretion by

the parties as to when, whether, and to what extent assistance
wi || be avail abl e.

(43> A nutual aid agreenment may be entered into by a |l aw
enf orcenent agency upon witten agreenent by the chief executive

of ficer of such agency having authority to bind the agency:
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(54 A copy of a nutual aid agreenment nust be filed with

t he Departnment of Law Enforcenent within 14 days after it is
si gned.

(6)65F In the event of a disaster or energency such that a
state of energency is declared by the Governor pursuant to
chapter 252, the requirenent that a requested operational
assi stance agreenent be a witten agreenent for rendering of
assistance in a | aw enforcenent energency may be wai ved by the
participating agencies for a period of up to 90 days fromthe

decl aration of the disaster.

(a) Wen a |l aw enforcenment agency—a—sechooel—beard
Lovi hool : g ’ . .

wH-h—s—1012-97 | ends assi stance pursuant to this subsection,
all powers, privileges, and imunities listed in s. 23. 127,
except with regard to interstate nmutual aid agreenents, apply to
t he agency er—entity, provided that the |aw enforcenent —sechool
board—or—uni-versity enpl oyees rendering services are being
requested and coordinated by the affected | ocal | aw enforcenent
executive in charge of |aw enforcenent operations.

(b) A listing of such agencies e+—entities and the
of ficers and enpl oyees of such agenci es er—entities rendering
assi stance pursuant to this subsection nust be naintained by the
agency er—enti+ty requesting such assistance and filed at the end
of the 90-day period with the Florida Departnent of Law
Enf or cenent .

Section 2. Section 282.1095, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

282.1095 State agency |aw enforcenment radi o system and

interoperability network. --
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(1) The State Technology O fice may acquire and inpl enment

a statew de radi o conmuni cations systemto serve | aw enforcenent
units of state agencies, and to serve |ocal |aw enforcenent
agenci es through & nmutual aid channels ehannel. The Joint Task
Force on State Agency Law Enforcenent Comrunications is
established in the State Technology O fice to advise the office
of nenber - agency needs for the planning, designing, and
establishment of the joint system The State Agency Law
Enforcenent Radi o System Trust Fund is established in the State
Technol ogy Ofice. The trust fund shall be funded from
surcharges col |l ected under ss. 320.0802 and 328. 72.

(2)(a) The Joint Task Force on State Agency Law
Enf or cenent Comuni cati ons shall consist of eight nmenbers, as
fol | ows:

1. A representative of the D vision of Alcoholic Beverages
and Tobacco of the Departnment of Business and Professiona
Regul ati on who shall be appointed by the secretary of the
depart nment.

2. Arepresentative of the Division of Florida H ghway
Patrol of the Departnment of H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles
who shall be appointed by the executive director of the
depart nent.

3. Arepresentative of the Departnent of Law Enforcenent
who shall be appointed by the executive director of the
depart ment.

4. A representative of the Fish and WIdlife Conservation
Comm ssi on who shall be appointed by the executive director of
t he conmmi ssi on.

5. A representative of the D vision of Law Enforcenent of

t he Departnment of Environnental Protection who shall be
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appoi nted by the secretary of the departnent.

6. A representative of the Departnent of Corrections who
shal|l be appointed by the secretary of the departnent.

7. Arepresentative of the Division of State Fire Marsha
of the Departnent of |Insurance who shall be appointed by the
State Fire Marshal

8. A representative of the Departnent of Transportation
who shall be appointed by the secretary of the departnent.

(b) Each appoi nted nenber of the joint task force shal
serve at the pleasure of the appointing official. Any vacancy
on the joint task force shall be filled in the sane manner as

the original appointnment. Any joint task force nenber nmay, upon

notification to the chair prior to the begi nning of any

schedul ed neeting, appoint an alternative to represent the

menber on the task force and vote on task force business in his

or her absence.

(c) The joint task force shall elect a chair from anong
its nenbers to serve a 1l-year term A vacancy in the chair of
the joint task force nust be filled for the renmai nder of the
unexpired termby an election of the joint task force nenbers.

(d) The joint task force shall neet as necessary, but at
| east quarterly, at the call of the chair and at the tine and
pl ace desi gnated by himor her.

(e) The per diemand travel expenses incurred by a nenber
of the joint task force in attending its neetings and in
attending to its affairs shall be paid pursuant to s. 112.061,
from funds budgeted to the state agency that the nenber
represents.

(f) The State Technology O fice is hereby authorized to

rent or |ease space on any tower under its control. The office
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may al so rent, |ease, or sublease ground space as necessary to

| ocate equi pnent to support antennae on the towers. The costs
for use of such space shall be established by the office for
each site, when it is determned to be practicable and feasible
to make space available. The office may refuse to | ease space on
any tower at any site. All noneys collected by the office for
such rents, |eases, and subl eases shall be deposited directly
into the Law Enforcenent Radi o Operating Trust Fund and may be
used by the office to construct, maintain, or support the
system

(g) The State Technology Ofice is hereby authorized to
rent, | ease, or sublease ground space on | ands acquired by the
office for the construction of privately owned or publicly owned
towers. The office may, as a part of such rental, |ease, or
subl ease agreenent, require space on said tower or towers for
antennae as nmay be necessary for the construction and operation
of the state agency |aw enforcenent radi o systemor any other
state need. The positions necessary for the office to acconplish
its duties under this paragraph and paragraph (f) shall be
established in the General Appropriations Act and shall be
funded by the Law Enforcenent Radi o Operating Trust Fund or

ot her revenue sources

(h) The State Technology Ofice nay make the nutual aid

channels in the statew de radi o conmuni cati ons system avail abl e

to federal agencies, state agencies, and agencies of the

political subdivisions of the state for the purpose of public

saf ety and donestic security. The office shall exercise its

powers and duties, as specified in this chapter, to plan,

manage, and admi nister the nutual aid channels. The office

shall, in inplenenting such powers and duties, act in
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consul tation and conjunction with the Departnent of Law

Enforcenment and the Division of Energency Managenent of the

Departnent of Community Affairs, and shall manage and admni ni ster

the nutual aid channels in a manner that reasonably addresses

t he needs and concerns of the involved | aw enforcenent agencies

and energency response agencies and entities.

(3) Upon appropriation, noneys in the trust fund may be
used by the office to acquire by conpetitive procurenent the
equi pnent; software; and engi neering, adm nistrative, and
mai nt enance services it needs to construct, operate, and
mai ntain the statewi de radi o system Mneys in the trust fund
collected as a result of the surcharges set forth in ss.

320. 0802 and 328. 72 shall be used to help fund the costs of the
system Upon conpletion of the system noneys in the trust fund
may al so be used by the office to provide for paynent of the
recurring mai ntenance costs of the system

(4)(a) The office shall, in conjunction with the

Departnment of Law Enforcenent and the Division of Energency

Managenent of the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs, establish

policies, procedures, and standards which shall be incorporated
into a conprehensi ve nanagenent plan for the use and operation
of the statew de radi o communi cati ons system

(b) The joint task force, in consultation with the office,
shal |l have the authority to permt other state agencies to use
t he conmuni cati ons system under terns and conditions
established by the joint task force.

(5) The office shall provide technical support to the
joint task force and shall bear the overall responsibility for
t he design, engineering, acquisition, and inplenentation of the

statew de radi o communi cations system and for ensuring the
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proper operation and mai ntenance of all system conmon equi prent.

(6)(a) The State Technology Ofice may create and

i npl emrent an interoperability network to enable interoperability

bet ween vari ous radi o comruni cati ons technol ogi es and to serve

federal agencies, state agencies, and agencies of political

subdi vi sions of the state for the purpose of public safety and

donestic security. The office shall, in conjunction with the

Departnent of Law Enforcenent and the Division of Energency

Managenent of the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs, exercise its

powers and duties pursuant to this chapter to plan, nanage, and

adm nister the interoperability network. The office nay:

1. Enter into nmutual aid agreenents anong federa

agenci es, state agencies, and political subdivi sions of the

state for the use of the interoperability network.

2. Establish the cost of nmintenance and operation of the

interoperability network and charge subscri bing federal and

| ocal | aw enforcenent agencies for access and use of the

network. The State Technology Ofice nay not charge state | aw

enf orcenent agencies identified in paragraph(2)(a) to use the

net wor k.

3. In consultation with the Departnent of Law Enforcenent

and the Division of Energency Managenent of the Departnent of

Community Affairs, anmend and enhance the statew de radio

conmuni cati ons system as necessary to inplenent the

i nteroperability network.

(b) The State Technology Ofice, in consultation with the

Joint Task Force on State Agency Law Enforcenent Conmmuni cati ons,

and in conjunction with the Departnent of Law Enforcenent and

the Division of Energency Managenent of the Departnent of

Community Affairs, shall establish policies, procedures, and
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271| standards to incorporate into a conprehensi ve managenent pl an
272| for the use and operation of the interoperability network.
273 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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