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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1974
By the Cormittee on Judiciary; and Senator Canpbel

308-2387-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to guardian ad |litem services;
providing | egislative findings and intent;
creating the Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem Ofice
within the Justice Adm nistrative Conm ssion;
providing for the appointnent of an executive
director; providing for the duties of the
executive director; providing responsibilities
of the office; providing for the continuation
of the attorney ad litem program requiring the
office to submit to the Governor, legislative
| eaders, and the Chief Justice of the Florida
Suprene Court an annual report and a plan for
neeting the guardian ad |litem needs of the
state; transferring a pilot programfor
attorneys ad litemfor dependent children to
the office; transferring funds and positions to
the office; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Creation of the Statewide Guardian Ad Litem
O fice; legislative findings and intent; appointnent of an

executive director; duties of the office; transfer of existing

pr ogr ans. - -
(1) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - -
(a) The Legislature finds that for the past 20 years

the guardian ad |litem program has been the only nechani smfor

representing the best interests of children in this state who

are involved in dependency proceedi ngs.
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1 (b) The Legislature also finds that, while the

2| guardian ad litem program has been supervised by the Ofice of
3| the State Courts Adninistrator since the inception of the

4| program there is a perceived conflict of interest created by
5| the supervision of programstaff by the judges before whom

6 | they appear.

7 (c) The Legislature further finds that the guardi an ad
8| litemprogram has not been identified as a core elenent of the
9] judicial branch and is therefore scheduled to be noved out of
10 | the branch in 2004 as a result of a revision to Article V of
11| the State Constitution. It is, therefore, the intent of the
12 | Legislature to assign the guardian ad litemprogramto an

13 | appropriate agency and to provide a statew de infrastructure
14 | to inprove functioning and increase standardi zati on anong the
15| local prograns currently operating in the 20 judici al

16 | circuits.

17 (2) STATEW DE GUARDI AN AD LI TEM CFFI CE. --There i s

18 | created a Statewide GQuardian Ad Litem Ofice within the

19 | Justice Adninistrative Conmission. The Justice Administrative
20| Comm ssion shall, within the avail able resources of the

21 | conmi ssion, provide adm nistrative support and services to the
22 | office to the extent requested by the executive director of

23 | the office. The Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem Ofice is not

24 | subject to control, supervision, or direction by the Justice
25| Adnministrative Conmission in the perfornance of its duties.

26 (a) The head of the Statewide GQuardian Ad Litem Ofice
27 | is the executive director, who shall be appointed by the

28 | Governor in consultation with the Chief Justice of the Florida
29 | Suprene Court. The executive director nust have know edge of
30 | dependency | aw and knowl edge of social service delivery

31| systens available to neet the needs of children who have been
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adj udi cat ed dependent. The executive director shall serve ful

time and shall personally or through representatives of the

office carry out the purposes and functions of the Statew de

Guardian Ad Litem Ofice in accordance with state and federa

| aw. The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of the

Governor and shall report to the Governor.
(b) The Statewide Guardian Ad Litem O fice shall
wi thin avail abl e resources, have oversight responsibilities

for and provide technical assistance to all guardian ad litem

and existing attorney ad litemprograns |ocated within the

judicial circuits.

1. The office shall review the current guardi an ad

litemprograns in this state and in other states.

2. The office, in consultation with |ocal guardian ad

litemoffices, shall devel op statew de performance neasures

and st andards.

3. The office shall develop a guardian ad |item

training program The office shall establish a curricul um

conmmittee to develop the training program which conmittee

shall include, but is not limted to, dependency judges,

directors of circuit guardian ad |litem prograns, active

certified guardians ad litem a nental health professional who

specializes in the treatnent of children, a nmenber of a child

advocacy group, a representative of the Florida Coalition

Agai nst Donestic Violence, and a social worker who is

experienced in working with victins and perpetrators of child

abuse.
4. The office shall review the various nethods of

funding guardian ad |item prograns, shall nmaxim ze the use of

t hose fundi ng sources as nmuch as possible, and shall review
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the kinds of services that are being provided by circuit

guardi an ad |item prograns.

5. The office shall continue the attorney ad litem

projects and may conduct or contract for other denpnstration

projects, within the funds that have been appropriated or

through gifts, grants, or contributions for such purposes, to

determine the feasibility or desirability of new concepts of

organi zation, adninistration, financing, or service delivery

designed to preserve the civil and constitutional rights and

to fulfill other needs of dependent children
6. By Cctober 1, 2004, the office shall subnmit to the
Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the Suprene

Court an interimreport that describes the progress of the

office in neeting the goals described in this section. By
Cctober 1, 2004, the office shall also submt to the Governor
the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court a

proposed plan that includes alternatives for neeting the

guardian ad litemand attorney ad litemneeds in this state.

This plan may i nclude reconmendati ons covering |l ess than the

entire state, nmay include a phase-in system and nust include

estimates of the cost of each of the alternatives. Each year

thereafter, the office shall subnit a status report and

provide further recomendations to address the need for

guardian ad litem services and rel ated issues.

Section 2. The pilot programfor attorneys ad |item

for dependent children, established under section 39. 4086,

Florida Statutes, is transferred fromthe Ofice of the State
Courts Adnministrator to the Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem O fice
within the Justice Adm nistrative Conm ssion.
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1 Section 3. Al funds and positions associated with the
2| guardian ad litemprogramin the Ofice of the State Courts
3| Administrator are transferred by a type Il transfer to the
4| Statewide Guardian Ad Litem Ofice within the Justice

5| Adni ni strative Comm ssion

6 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
7

8 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

9 OMinate Bril 197

10

11 | Provi des expressIY for the continuation of attorney ad |item
12 | Promehe Cuarcral braneh oot he henty cPealed & atew do- o' &
13 Guardian Ad Litem O fi ce.
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