Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1996

By the Cormittee on Children and Fanilies; and Senator Lynn

300- 2210A- 03

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child welfare training

3 academ es; anending s. 402.40, F.S.; replacing
4 the terns "dependency progrant and "dependency
5 programstaff” with the terns "child welfare

6 services" and "person who delivers child

7 wel fare services," respectively; defining those
8 terns; redefining ternms used in the section

9 requiring the Departnent of Children and Fanily
10 Services to establish the core conpetencies for
11 a training curriculum requiring collaboration
12 with experts and providers; requiring each

13 person who delivers child welfare services to
14 master particul ar conponents of the training
15 curriculum directing the departnent to

16 conpetitively bid the contracts for the

17 training curriculum requiring the Departnent
18 of Children and Fanily Services to annually

19 exam ne the advance training needs for child
20 wel fare services; requiring the departnent to
21 devel op m ni mrum standards for a certification
22 process and m ni num st andards for trainer
23 qgqualifications; deleting a requirenent that the
24 departnent contract with Tall ahassee Community
25 Col l ege for the operation of one or nore
26 training acadenies; providing for the rol es of
27 the training acadenmi es; directing the
28 departnment to conpetitively bid training
29 acadeny contracts; requiring the core
30 conpet enci es, standards for a certification
31 process, and standards for trainer
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1 gqualifications to be submitted to |legislative

2 committees before entering into the conpetitive

3 bi ddi ng process; providing an effective date.

4

5| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

6

7 Section 1. Section 402.40, Florida Statutes, is

8 | anended to read:

9 402.40 Child welfare training.--

10 (1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--1n order to enable the state
11| to provide a systematic approach to staff devel opnent and

12 | training for persons who deliver child welfare services which
13 | dependency——programstaff—that will neet the needs of such

14 | persons staff in their discharge of duties, it is the intent
15| of the Legislature that the Departnent of Children and Famly
16 | Services establish, maintain, and oversee the operation of

17 | child welfare training academies in the state. The

18 | Legislature further intends that the staff devel opnent and

19 | training prograns that are established will aid in the

20 | reduction of poor staff norale and of staff turnover, wll

21| positively inpact on the quality of decisions nmade regarding
22 | children and famlies who require assistance fromchild

23 | wel fare servi ces dependency—progranrs, and will afford better
24 | quality care of children who nust be renpved fromtheir

25| fanmlies.

26 (2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
27 (a) "Child wel fare servi ces" “bependency—progrant-

28 | neans any intake, protective investigations, preprotective

29 | services, protective services, foster care, shelter and group
30| care, and adoption and rel ated services program including

31| supportive services, supervision, and | egal services, provided
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to children who are alleged to have been naltreated or who are

at risk of becoming, are alleged to be, or have bheen found

dependent pursuant to chapter 39 whether—operated—by—or

(b) "Person who delivers child welfare services"

“Pependency—program-stafHneans a person who has a

responsibility for supervisory, legal,and direct care or who

supports related work in the delivery of child welfare

servi ces pursuant to chapter 39 staff—of—adependency——program
¥ PR r b ehitd
Hr—a—dependeney—program
(3) CHI LD WELFARE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM - - The depart nent
shal | establish a programfor training pursuant to the

provisions of this section, and all persons who deliver child

wel fare servi ces dependency—program-staff shall be required to

participate in and successfully conplete the program of

training pertinent to their areas of responsibility.

(4) CH LD WELFARE TRAI NI NG TRUST FUND. - -

(a) There is created within the State Treasury a Child
Wel fare Training Trust Fund to be used by the Departnent of
Children and Family Services for the purpose of funding a
conpr ehensi ve systemof child welfare training, including the
securing of consultants to devel op the system and the
devel oping of child welfare training acadeni es that include
the participation of persons who deliver child welfare

servi ces dependency—program-—statf.
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1 (b) ©One dollar fromevery noncrinmnal traffic

2| infraction collected pursuant to s. 318.14(10)(b) or s. 318.18
3| shall be deposited into the Child Welfare Training Trust Fund.
4 (c) In addition to the funds generated by paragraph

5] (b), the trust fund shall receive funds generated from an

6 | additional fee on birth certificates and di ssol ution of

7| marriage filings, as specified in ss. 382.0255 and 28. 101

8 | respectively, and may receive funds fromany ot her public or

9| private source

10 (d) Funds that are not expended by the end of the

11 | budget cycle or through a supplenental budget approved by the
12 | departnent shall revert to the trust fund.

13 (5) CORE COWPETENCI ES. - -

14 (a) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

15| shall establish the core conpetencies for a single integrated
16 | preservice curriculumthat ensures that every person who

17 | delivers child welfare services possesses the know edge,

18 | skills, and abilities to conpetently carry out his or her work
19 | responsibilities. This identification of core conpetencies
20 | nust be devel oped in coll aboration with representatives of

21 | professionals who have expertise in child welfare services and
22 | providers that will be affected by the curriculum to include,
23| but not be limted to, representatives fromthe

24 | communi ty-based care | ead agencies, sheriffs' offices

25| conducting child protection investigations, and child welfare
26 | | egal services providers.

27 (b) The single integrated preservice curriculumto be
28 | devel oped based on the core conpetencies established by the
29 | departnent may be a conpilation of different curricul um

30 | devel opnent efforts based on specific subsets of core

31| conpetencies which are integrated for a conprehensive
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1| preservice curriculumrequired in delivering child welfare

2| services in this state. Each person who delivers child welfare
3| services shall naster the conponents of the preservice

4| curriculumwhich are particular to that person's work

5| responsibilities.

6 (c) Notwithstanding s. 287.057(5) and (22), the

7 | departnent shall conpetitively bid and contract for the

8 | devel opnent, validation, and periodic eval uation of the

9| training curricula for the established single integrated

10 | preservice curriculum Only one training curriculumnay be

11 | devel oped for each specific subset of the core conpetencies.
12 (6) ADVANCED TRAI NI NG --The Departnent of Children and
13| Fanily Services shall annually exanine the advanced training
14 | that is needed by persons who deliver child welfare services
15|(in the state. This exanmination nust address whether the

16 | advanced training that is currently provi ded should be

17 | continued and nust include the devel opnent of plans for

18 | incorporating any revisions to the advanced training which are
19 | deternmined to be necessary. This exam nation nust be

20 | conducted in collaboration with representatives of

21 | professionals who have expertise in child welfare services and
22 | providers that will be affected by the curriculum to include,
23| but not be limted to, representatives fromthe

24 | communi ty-based care | ead agencies, sheriffs' offices

25| conducting child protection investigations, and child welfare
26 | | egal services providers.

27 (7) CERTI FI CATI ON AND TRAI NER QUALI FI CATI ONS. - - The

28 | departnent shall, in collaboration with the representatives of
29 | the professionals and providers described in subsection (5),
30 | devel op mi ni nrum standards for a certification process that

31| ensures that participants have successfully attained the
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know edge, skills, and abilities necessary to conpetently

carry out their work responsibilities and shall devel op

m ni nrum standards for trainer qualifications which nust be

required of training academes in the offering of the training

curricul a.
(8) {5) ESTABLI SHVENT OF TRAI NI NG ACADEM ES. - - The
departnent shall establish child welfare training academ es as

part of a conprehensive systemof child welfare training. In

establishing a program of training, the departnent may

contract for the operation of one or nore training acadeni es
to performone or nore of the following: to offer one or nore

of the training curricula devel oped under subsection (5); to

admi ni ster the certification process; to devel op, validate,

and periodically evaluate additional training curricula

determ ned to be necessary, including curricula for advanced

training or training that is specific to a region or

contractor or that neets a particular training need; or to
offer the additional training curricula wth—TFaHahassee
Cormuni-ty—Cottege. The nunber, location, and tinefrane for
establ i shnent of addi-t+enat trai ni ng academ es shall be
approved by the Secretary of Children and Famly Services, who

shall ensure that the goals for the core conpetencies and the

single integrated preservice curriculum the certification

process, the trainer qualifications, and the additiona

training needs are addressed. Notw thstanding s. 287.057(5)

and (22), the departnent shall seek conpetitive bids for al

trai ni ng acadeny contracts.
(9) (6 ADOPTI ON OF RULES. --The Departnent of Children
and Fanmily Services shall adopt rules necessary to carry out

the provisions of this section.
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1 (10) MODI FI CATI ON OF CHI LD WELFARE TRAINI NG --The core
2 | conpetencies to be established for the single integrated

3| preservice curriculumas provided for in subsection (5), the
4 | mi ni num standards for a certification process as provided for
5]in subsection (7), and the m ni num standards for trainer

6| qualifications as provided for in subsection (7) nust be

7| subnmitted to the appropriate substantive committees of the

8 | Senate and the House of Representatives before entering into
9| the conpetitive bid process for either the devel opnent,

10| validation, or periodic evaluation of the training curricula
11| or for the training acadeny contracts.

12 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
13
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1996

Requires that the core conPetencies devel oped are to be the
basis for a single integrated pre-service curricul um

Requi res persons delivering child welfare services to naster
t he conponents of the pre-Service curriculumthat are
particular to their job responsibilities.

Updates the defined terns and revises the definitions.

Permits the pre-service curriculumto be a conpilation of
conmponents of the core conpetencies and allows for the
devel opnent of only one training curriculumfor each
conmponent .

Permits the Departnment of Children and Families to contract

with multiple contractors instead of a single contractor for
t he devel opnent, validation, and periodic évaluation of the
pre-service curricul um

Directs the Departnent of Children and Families to annually
exam ne the advanced training needed, devel op m ni mum
standards for a certification process, and devel op m ni mum

standards for trainer qualifications.

Requires the Departnent of Children and Fanilies to

coll aborate with providers affected by the curriculum and
experts in the child welfare field.

Est abl i shes the roles of the child welfare training acadeni es.

Makes the Secretary of the Departnent of Children and Famlies
responsible for ensuring that the goals of the child welfare
trai ning program are addressed.

Requires that the core conpetencies, the mninmum standards, for
a certification process, and m ni rum standards for the trainer
qgual i fications be submtted to the appropriate Senate and
House of Representatives substantive commttees prior to
gn}Frlng into any conpetitive bid process provided by the

ill.
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