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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2002
By Senator Crist

12- 1404A- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to | aw enforcenent officer
training; anending s. 943.16, F. S.; providing
for reinbursenent of tuition, wages, and
benefits by a | aw enforcenent trai nee who
ternmnates his or her enploynent in an
enpl oyi ng agency's basic recruit training
program authorizing an enpl oyi ng agency to
commence a civil action for its reinbursenent;
provi di ng exceptions; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 943.16, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

943.16 Paynent of tuition or officer certification
exam nation fee by enploying agency; reinbursenment of tuition

ot her course expenses, wages, and benefits. --

(1) An enploying agency is authorized to pay any costs
of tuition of a trainee in attendance at an approved basic
recruit training program

(2)(a) A trainee who attends such approved training
program at the expense of an enpl oyi ng agency nust remain in
t he enpl oynent or appoi ntment of such enpl oying agency for a
period of not less than 2 years +—year. |f enpl oynent or
appointnent is terninated on the trainee's own initiative
within 2 years +—year, he or she shall reinburse the enploying
agency for the full cost of his or her tuition, other course

expenses, and additional anpbunts as provided in paragraph (b)
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(b) In addition to rei nbursenent for the full cost of

tuition and other course expenses, a trainee termnating

enpl oynent as provided in paragraph (a) shall reinburse the

enpl oyi ng agency for the trai nee's wages and benefits paid by

t he enpl oyi ng agency during the acadeny training period

according to the foll owi ng schedul e:

1. For a trainee ternmnating enploynent within 6

nont hs after graduation fromthe basic recruit training

program the full anmount of wages and benefits paid during the

acadeny training period.

2. For a trainee ternminating enploynment within 12

nont hs after graduation fromthe basic recruit training

program an anount equal to three-fourths of the full anount

of wages and benefits paid during the acadeny training peri od.

3. For atrainee ternminating enploynment within 18

nont hs after graduation fromthe basic recruit training

program an anount equal to one-half of the full anpunt of

wages and benefits paid during the acadeny traini ng peri od.

4., For a trainee termnating enploynent within 24

nont hs after graduation fromthe basic recruit training

program an anount equal to one-fourth of the full anpunt of

wages and benefits paid during the acadeny traini ng peri od.

(3) An enploying agency is authorized to pay the
required fee for an applicant to take the officer
certification exam nation on one occasion

(4) An enploying agency nay institute a civil action

to collect the cost of tuition, other course expenses, wages,

and benefits as provided in this section if it is not

rei mbursed provided that the enpl oying agency notified the
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1| trainee of the 2-year enploynent commitnent no later than the

2| first day on which classes comenced for basic recruit

3| training.

4 (5) For purposes of this section, the term "acadeny

5] training period" neans the period of tinme during which the

6| trainee is attending an approved basic recruit training

7] programin a | aw enforcenent or correctional officer acadeny

8 | class for purposes of obtaining certification under chapter

9] 943, until the date of graduation fromthe class. The term

10 |"ot her course expenses" includes the cost of neals.

11 (6) This section does not apply to a trai nee who

12 | terminates enploynent with the enpl oyi ng agency and resigns

13| his or her certification upon termnation in order to obtain

14 | enpl oynent for which certification under chapter 943 is not

15 ) required. This section does not apply to a trainee attendi ng

16 | auxiliary officer training.

17 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003,

18 | and applies to basic recruit training classes conmencing after

19 | that date.
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23 Provi des for reinbursenent of tuition, wages, and ]
benefits by a | aw enforcenent trainee who term nates his

24 enpl oynent “in an enpl oyi ng agency's basic recruit
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