Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2070
By Senator Sebesta

16-1247- 03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public transit; anending s.
3 341.031, F.S.; defining new terns for purposes
4 of the Florida Public Transit Act; anending s.
5 341.041, F.S.; including intercity bus service
6 as part of the transit responsibilities of the
7 Departnent of Transportation; anending s
8 341.051, F.S.; authorizing the departnent to
9 receive federal and state funding for intercity
10 bus service; anending s. 341.052, F.S;
11 providing that public transit block grant
12 program funds nay be expended on costs of
13 intercity bus service devel opnent; requiring
14 that the departnent distribute a certain
15 percent age of the funds designated for the
16 public transit block programfor intercity bus
17 service; amending s. 341.053, F.S.; including
18 intercity bus lines within the state's
19 i nternodal freight network; providing that
20 intercity bus service is one the projects
21 eligible for funding under the Internoda
22 Devel opnent Program providing an effective
23 dat e.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Subsections (11), (12), (13), and (14) are
28 | added to section 341.031, Florida Statutes, to read:
29 341.031 Definitions relating to Florida Public Transit
30| Act.--As used in ss. 341.011-341.061, the term
31
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(11) "Intercity bus service" neans regul arly schedul ed

bus service for the general public which operates with linited

stops over fixed routes connecting two or nore urban areas not

in close proximty; has the capacity for transporting baggage

carried by passengers; nmkes neani ngful connections with

schedul ed intercity bus service to nore distant points, if

such service is avail able; nmaintains schedul ed information in

the National Oficial Bus Guide; and provi des package express

service incidental to passenger transportation

(12) "Eligible bus carrier" or "carrier" neans a

private conpany that has operated defined intercity bus

service in the state, with formal authority in accordance with

the rules and regul ations of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Adm ni stration and the Surface Transportati on Board of the

Federal Departnment of Transportation, for a mninumof 2

years.
(13) "Eligible intercity bus costs" neans the total

costs directly incident to the provision of intercity bus

service, including any depreciation or anortization of capita

assets purchased without public financial assistance.

(14) "Intercity bus capital project" neans a capita

proj ect undertaken by an intercity bus carrier to provide

intercity bus service, and is linmted to acquisition, design

construction, reconstruction, or inprovenent of a privately

operated intercity bus service. Projects may include that

portion of a governnentally owned or operated transit system

desi gned to support privately operated intercity bus service.
Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), (4), (5), and (6) of
section 341.041, Florida Statutes, are anended, present

subsections (8) through (15) of that section are redesignated
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as subsections (9) through (16), respectively, and a new
subsection (8) is added to that section, to read:

341.041 Transit responsibilities of the
departnent.--The departnent shall, within the resources
provi ded pursuant to chapter 216:

(1) Develop a statew de plan that whieh provides for
public transit and intercity bus service needs at least 5

years in advance. The plan shall be devel oped in a manner that
Wi || assure maximum use of existing facilities, and optimm
i ntegration and coordination of the various nodes of
transportation, including both governnentally owned and
privately owned resources, in the nost cost-effective nmanner
possi bl e. The plan shall also incorporate plans adopted by
| ocal and regional planning agencies which are consistent, to
t he maxi mum extent feasible, with adopted strategic policy
pl ans and approved | ocal governnent conprehensive plans for
the region and units of | ocal governnent covered by the plan
and shall, insofar as practical, conformto federal planning
requi renments. The plan shall be consistent with the goal s of
the Florida Transportation Plan devel oped pursuant to s.
339. 155.

(2) Fornulate a specific programof projects and
project financing to respond to identified transit and
intercity bus service needs as part of the work program

(4) Provide technical and financial assistance to
units of local governnment and intercity bus carriers, based on

an analysis of public transit and intercity bus service

probl ens and needs, to assist in establishing and inplenenting
effective transit systens and rel ated support prograns. In
provi di ng such assi stance, the departnent may assist public
agenci es that provide public transit and intercity bus
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carriers that provide intercity bus services by making

departnment - owned transit vehicles and appurtenances avail abl e
for lease to such agencies for special needs of limted
dur ati on.

(5) Coordinate activities between the public entities
and private entities on natters relating to public transit and
intercity bus services.

(6) Assist in the devel oprment and i npl enentation of
mar keti ng and passenger infornation prograns for public
transit and intercity bus services.

(8) Provide intercity bus service, as defined in s.

341. 031, to support projects that serve to nmintain and

enhance statewide intercity bus service. The departnent shal

use and dedicate federal funds apportioned to intercity bus

service according to federal requirenents to support a

statewide intercity bus network.

Section 3. Subsections (1), (4), and (5) of section
341.051, Florida Statutes, are anended to read

341.051 Administration and financing of public transit

and intercity bus service prograns and projects.--
(1) FEDERAL AID.--
(a) The departnent is authorized to receive federal

grants or apportionnments for public transit and intercity bus

service projects in this state.

(b) Local governnental entities are authorized to
receive federal grants or apportionnents for public transit
and commut er assistance projects. In addition, the provisions
of s. 337.403 notwithstanding, if the relocation of utility
facilities is necessitated by the construction of a
fi xed-guideway public transit project and the utilities
relocation is approved as a part of the project by a
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participating federal agency (if eligible for federal natching
rei mbursenent), then any county chartered under s. 6(e), Art.
VIIl of the State Constitution shall pay at | east 50 percent
of the nonfederal share of the cost attributable to such

rel ocation after deducting therefromany increase in the val ue
of the new facility and any sal vage val ue derived fromthe old
facility. The bal ance of the nonfederal share shall be paid by
the utility.

(4) PRQIECT ELIGBILITY.--

(a) Any project that is necessary to neet the program
obj ectives enunerated in s. 341.041, that conforms to the
provisions of this section, and that is contained in the |oca
transportation i nprovenent program and the adopted work
program of the departnment is eligible for the expenditure of
state funds for transit purposes.

1. The project shall be a project for service or
transportation facilities provided by the departnment under the
provisions of this act, a public transit capital project, a
commut er assi stance project, a public transit service
devel opnent project, an intercity bus service capital project,

an intercity bus service project,or a transit corridor

proj ect.

2. The project nust be approved by the departnent as
bei ng consistent with the criteria established pursuant to the
provi sions of this act.

(b) Such expenditures shall be in accordance with the
fund participation rates and the criteria established in this
section for project devel opnent and i nplenentation, and are
subj ect to approval by the departnent as being consistent with
the Florida Transportation Plan and regi onal transportation
goal s and obj ecti ves.
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(c) Unless otherwi se authorized by the Legi sl ature,
the departnent is prohibited fromentering into any agreenent
or contract for a public transit project which would result in
the ultimate expenditure or conmitnent of state funds in
excess of $5 mllion

(5) FUND PARTI CI PATI ON; CAPI TAL ASSI STANCE. - -

(a) The departnent may fund up to 50 percent of the
nonf ederal share of the costs, not to exceed the |ocal share,
of any eligible public transit capital project or conmuter
assi stance project that is local in scope; except, however,
that departnental participation in the final design
right-of-way acquisition, and construction phases of an
i ndi vi dual fixed-gui deway project which is not approved for
federal funding shall not exceed an anount equal to 12.5
percent of the total cost of each phase.

(b) The departnent is authorized to fund up to 100
percent of the cost of any eligible transit capital project,
intercity bus service project, or comuter assistance project

that is statewide in scope or involves nore than one county
where no ot her governnental entity or appropriate jurisdiction
exi st s.

(c) The departnent is authorized to advance up to 80
percent of the capital cost of any eligible project that wll
assist Florida's transit systens in becomng fiscally
self-sufficient. Such advances shall be reinbursed to the
departnment on an appropriate schedule not to exceed 5 years
after the date of provision of the advances.

(d) The departnent is authorized to fund up to 100
percent of the capital and net operating costs of statew de
transit service devel opment projects or transit corridor
projects. All transit service devel opnent projects shall be
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specifically identified by way of a departnental appropriation
request, and transit corridor projects shall be identified as
part of the planned i nprovenents on each transportation
corridor designated by the departnent. The project objectives,
t he assigned operational and financial responsibilities, the
timefrane required to develop the required service, and the
criteria by which the success of the project will be judged
shal | be docunented by the departnent for each such transit
servi ce devel oprment project or transit corridor project.

(e) The departnent is authorized to fund up to 50
percent of the capital and net operating costs of transit
servi ce devel oprment projects that are local in scope and that
will inprove systemefficiencies, ridership, or revenues. A
such projects shall be identified in the appropriation request
of the department through a specific program of projects, as
provided for ins. 341.041, that is selectively applied in the
following functional areas and is subject to the specified
ti mes of duration:

1. Inproving systemoperations, including, but not
limted to, realigning route structures, increasing system
aver age speed, decreasi ng deadhead ni | eage, expandi ng area
coverage, and inproving schedul e adherence, for a period of up
to 3 years;

2. lnproving system nmai ntenance procedures, including,
but not |linmted to, effective preventive nmaintenance prograns,
i mproved nechani cs training prograns, decreasing service
repair calls, decreasing parts inventory requirenents, and
decreasi ng equi pnent downtinme, for a period of up to 3 years;

3. Inproving nmarketing and consuner information
prograns, including, but not linited to, automated i nfornation
services, organi zed advertising and pronotion prograns, and
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1| signing of designated stops, for a period of up to 2 years;

2| and

3 4. I nproving technol ogy involved in overal

4 | operations, including, but not linited to, transit equipnent,
5| fare collection techni ques, electronic data processing

6 | applications, and bus locators, for a period of up to 2 years.
7 (f) The departnent may fund up to 100 percent of the

8 | federal -aid apportionnent for intercity bus service.

9

10 | For purposes of this section, the term"net operating costs"
11 | neans all operating costs of a project |ess any federal funds,
12 | fares, or other sources of incone to the project.

13 Section 4. Subsection (2) and present subsection (6)
14 | of section 341.052, Florida Statutes, are anended, present

15 | subsections (6), (7), and (8) are redesignhated as subsections
16| (7), (8), and (9), respectively, and a new subsection (6) is
17 | added to that section, to read:

18 341.052 Public transit block grant program

19 | adninistration; eligible projects; limtation.--

20 (2) Costs for which public transit block grant program
21| funds may be expended i ncl ude:

22 (a) Costs of public bus transit and local public fixed
23 | gui deway capital projects.

24 (b) Costs of public bus transit service devel opnent

25| and transit corridor projects. Wenever block grant funds are
26 | used for a service devel opnent project or a transit corridor
27 | project, the use of such funds is governed by s. 341.051

28 | Local transit service devel opnent projects and transit

29 | corridor projects currently operating under contract with the
30 | departnent shall continue to receive state funds according to
31| the contract until such tine as the contract expires. Transit
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corridor projects, wholly within one county, neeting or
exceedi ng perfornance criteria as described in the contract
shal |l be continued by the transit provider at the sane or a
hi gher level of service until such tine as the departnment, the
M P.Q, and the service provider, agree to discontinue the
service. The provider may not increase fares for services in
transit corridor projects wholly within one county w thout the
consent of the departnent.

(c) Costs of public bus transit operations.

(d) Costs of intercity bus service devel opnent.

Al'l projects nust be consistent, to the nmaxi num extent
feasible, with the approved | ocal governnent conprehensive
pl ans of the units of |ocal government in which the project is
| ocat ed.

(6) The departnent shall distribute 1 percent of the

funds designated for the public transit block grant program

for intercity bus service.
(7) €6y The departnent shall distribute 84 85 percent
of the public transit block grant funds to "Section 9" and

"Section 18" providers designated by the United States
Departnent of Transportation. The funds shall be distributed
to "Section 9" providers, and to "Section 18" providers that
are not designated as conmunity transportation coordinators
pursuant to chapter 427, according to the follow ng fornmula,
except that at |east $20,000 shall be distributed to each
eligible provider if application of the fornula provides |ess
than that anount for any such provider

(a) One-third shall be distributed according to the
percentage that an eligible provider's county population in
the nost recent year for which those popul ation figures are

9
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1| available fromthe state census repository is of the total

2 | popul ation of all counties served by eligible providers.

3 (b) One-third shall be distributed according to the

4 | percentage that the total revenue miles provided by an

5] eligible provider, as verified by the nbst recent "Section 15"
6| report to the Federal Transit Administration or a simlar

7| audited report subnmitted to the departnent, is of the total

8 | revenue mles provided by eligible providers in the state in
9| that year.

10 (c) One-third shall be distributed according to the
11 | percentage that the total passengers carried by an eligible
12 | provider, as verified by the nbst recent "Section 15" report
13 | subnitted to the Federal Transit Administration or a simlar
14 | audited report subnmitted to the departnent, is of the total
15 | nunber of passengers carried by eligible providers in the

16 | state in that year

17 Section 5. Subsections (2) and (6) of section 341. 053
18 | Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

19 341.053 Internodal Devel opnent Program

20| administration; eligible projects; limtations.--

21 (2) In recognition of the departnent's role in the

22 | economi ¢ devel opnent of this state, the departnent shal

23 | devel op a proposed internodal devel opnent plan to connect

24| Florida's airports, deepwater seaports, rail systens serving
25 | both passenger and freight, and major internpdal connectors to
26 | the Florida Intrastate H ghway Systemfacilities as the

27 | primary systemfor the novenent of people and freight in this
28 | state in order to nake the internodal devel opnent plan a fully
29 | integrated and interconnected system The internbpda

30 | devel opnent plan nust:

31
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(a) Define and assess the state's freight internpda
network, including airports, seaports, rail lines and
terminals, intercity bus lines and term nal s, and connecti ng

hi ghways.

(b) Prioritize statewide infrastructure investnents,

i ncluding the acceleration of current projects, which are
found by the Freight Stakehol ders Task Force to be priority
projects for the efficient novenent of people and freight.

(c) Be developed in a manner that will assure nmaximm
use of existing facilities and optinumintegration and
coordi nation of the various npdes of transportation, including
bot h governnent-owned and privately owned resources, in the
nost cost-effective manner possible.

(6) The departnent is authorized to fund projects
within the Internodal Devel opnent Program which are
consistent, to the maxi mnum extent feasible, with approved
| ocal governnent conprehensive plans of the units of |oca
governnment in which the project is located. Projects that are
eligible for funding under this programinclude nmajor capita
investnents in public rail and fixed-guideway transportation
facilities and systens which provide internodal access; road,
rail, intercity bus service,or fixed-guideway access to,

from or between seaports, airports, and other transportation
termnals; construction of internodal or multinodal term nals;
devel opnent and construction of dedicated bus |anes; and
projects which otherwise facilitate the internodal or
mul ti rodal novenent of peopl e and goods.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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