© 00 N o o b~ W N B

W W N N N N N DD NN NDMNDN P PP PR R R R R R
R O © 00 N o o~ W N P O © 0o N o o~ WwN B+ O

SENATE AMENDIVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2296
Amendnent No. _~ Barcode 121788

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senators Constantine and Carlton noved the foll owi ng anendrent

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)
Oh page 7, lines 9 & 10, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3), paragraph
(c) of subsection (4), and paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of
section 220.187, Florida Statutes, are anmended to read:

220.187 Cedits for contributions to nonprofit
schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zations. - -

(3) AUTHORI ZATI ON TO GRANT SCHOLARSH P FUNDI NG TAX
CREDI TS; LI M TATIONS ON | NDI VI DUAL AND TOTAL CREDITS. - -

(b) The total anount of tax credit which may be
granted each state fiscal year under this section is$70%$56
mllion.

(4) OBLIGATIONS OF ELI G BLE NONPRCHI T
SCHOLARSHI P- FUNDI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS. - -

(c) The anmount of a schol arship provided to any child
for any single school year by zill | eligible nonprofit
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schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati ons fromeligible contributions
shall not exceed the followi ng annual limts:

1. Beginning in the 2003-2004 school year, $3,500
Fhree—thousand—Hve—hundred—doH-ars for a schol arshi p awarded

to a student enrolled in an eligible nonpublic school. The

anount _of the schol arship shall be adjusted annually based on

the percentage change in the Consunmer Price |Index for the

prior year.
2. Beginning in the 2003-2004 school year, $500 F-ve
hundred—doH-ars for a schol arship awarded to a student

enrolled in a Florida public school that is |ocated outside

the district in which the student resides. The anount of the

schol arshi p shall be adjusted annually based on the percentage

change in the Consunmer Price |Index for the prior year
(6) ADM NI STRATI ON; RULES. - -

(a) |If the credit granted pursuant to this section is

not fully used in any one year because of insufficient tax

liability on the part of the corporation, the unused anount

may net be carried forward for a period not to exceed 3 years.

A taxpayer may not convey, assign, or transfer the credit
aut hori zed by this section to another entity unless all of the
assets of the taxpayer are conveyed, assigned, or transferred

in the sane transaction. This carryforward applies to al

approved contributions nmade after January 1, 2002.

Section 4. Section 220.1875, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

220.1875 Cedits for contributions to nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati ons; schol arshi ps for dependent

children of active duty personnel in the United States

mlitary and all reserve conponents, including National Quard

personnel who have been deployed in support of active duty
2
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operations. --

(1) PURPCSE. --The purpose of this section is to:

(a) Encourage private, voluntary contributions to

nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati ons.

(b) Expand educational opportunities for dependent

children of active duty personnel in the United States

mlitary and all reserve conponents, including National Quard

per sonnel who have been depl oyed in support of active duty

operations, and whose famlies have limted financia

resources.

(c) Enable children in this state to achi eve a greater

| evel of excellence in their education

(2) DEFINTIONS --As used in this section, the term

(a) "Departnment" neans the Departnent of Revenue.

(b) "Eligible contribution" neans a nonetary

contribution froma taxpayer, subject to the restrictions

provided in this section, to an eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati on. The taxpayer naki ng the

contribution may not designate a specific child as the

beneficiary of the contribution. The taxpayer nmay not

contribute nore than $1 mllion to any single eligible

nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on

(c) "Hiqgible nonpublic school" neans a nonpublic

school located in Florida that offers an education to students

in any grades K-12 and that neets the requirenents in

subsection (5).

(d) "Eiqgible nonprofit schol arship-fundi ng

organi zati on" neans a charitable organi zation that is exenpt

fromfederal incone tax pursuant to s. 501(c)(3) of the

Internal Revenue Code and that conplies with the provisions of

subsection (4).
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(e) "cualified student" means a dependent child of any

active duty personnel in the United States mlitary and al

reserve conponents, including National Quard personnel who

have been depl oyed in support of active duty operations, who

qualifies for free or reduced-price school |unches under the

Nat i onal School Lunch Act and who:

1. Was counted as a full-tine equival ent student

during the previous state fiscal year for purposes of state

per - st udent f undi ng;

2. Received a scholarship froman eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zation during the previ ous schoo

ear; or
3. Is eligible to enter kindergarten or first grade.
(3) AUTHOR ZATI ON TO GRANT SCHOLARSHI P FUNDI NG TAX

CREDITS: LIMTATIONS ON | NDI VIDUAL AND TOTAL CREDITS. - -

(a) There is allowed a credit of 100 percent of an

eligible contribution against any tax due for a taxable year

under this chapter. However, such a credit may not exceed 75

percent of the tax due under this chapter for the taxable

vear, after the application of any other allowable credits by

the taxpayer. However, at least 5 percent of the tota

stat ewi de anount aut horized for the tax credit shall be

reserved for taxpayers who neet the definition of a snal

busi ness provided in s. 288.703(1) at the tinme of application

The credit granted by this section shall be reduced by the

di fference between the anount of federal corporate incone tax

taking into account the credit granted by this section and the

anount _of federal corporate incone tax w thout application of

the credit granted by this section.

(b) The total anmpunt of tax credit which may be

granted each state fiscal year under this section is $5
4
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mllion.

(c) A taxpayer who files a Florida consolidated return

as a nmenber of an affiliated group pursuant to s. 220.131(1)

nay be allowed the credit on a consolidated return basis;

however, the total credit taken by the affiliated group is

subject to the limtation established under paragraph (a).
(4) OBLI GATIONS CF ELI d BLE NONPRCFI T
SCHOLARSH P- FUNDI NG CRGANI ZATI O\S. - -

(a)  An eliqgible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zati on shall provide scholarships, fromeligible

contributions, to qualified students for

1. Tuition or textbook expenses for, or transportation

to, an eligible nonpublic school. At |east 75 percent of the

schol arshi p fundi ng nust be used to pay tuition expenses; or

2. Transportation expenses to a Florida public schoo

that is |located outside the district in which the student

resi des.

(b) An eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zation shall give priority to qualified students who

received a scholarship froman eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati on during the previ ous schoo

year.
(c) The anmount of a schol arship provided to any child

for any single school year by all eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati ons fromeligible contributions

shall not exceed the followi ng annual limts:

1. Bedinning in the 2003-2004 school year, $3.500 for

a scholarship awarded to a student enrolled in an eligible

nonpubli ¢ school. The anount of the schol arship shall be

adj ust ed annual |l y based on the percentage change in the

Consuner Price Index for the prior year
5
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2. Beginning in the 2003-2004 school year, $500 for a

schol arship awarded to a student enrolled in a Florida public

school that is located outside the district in which the

student resides. The anount of the schol arship shall adjusted

annual | y based on the percentage change in the Consuner Price

Index for the prior year

(d) The amount of an eligible contribution which may

be accepted by an eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zation is limted to the anount needed to provide

schol arshi ps for qualified students which the organi zati on has

identified and for which vacancies in eliqgible nonpublic

school s have been identifi ed.

(e) An eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zation that receives an eligible contribution mist spend

100 percent of the eliqgible contribution to provide

schol arships in the sane state fiscal year in which the

contribution was received. An eligible nonprofit

schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on may use eligible

contributions to provide scholarships to qualified students,

pursuant to s. 220.187, after it has served qualified

dependent children of active duty personnel in the United

States mlitary and all reserve conponents, including Nationa

Quard personnel who have been depl oyed in support of active

duty operations. No portion of eligible contributions may be

used for administrative expenses. Al interest accrued from

contributions nust be used for schol arshi ps.

(f) An eliqgible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zation that receives eligible contributions must provide

to the Auditor General an annual financial and conpliance

audit of its accounts and records conducted by an i ndependent

certified public accountant and in accordance with rul es
6
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adopt ed by the Auditor General

(g) Paynent of the scholarship by the eligible

nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on shall be by

i ndi vi dual warrant or check nade payable to the student's

parent. |If the parent chooses for his or her child to attend

an _eligible nonpublic school, the warrant or check nust be

nailed by the eligible nonprofit schol arship-fundi ng

organi zation to the nonpublic school of the parent's choice,

and the parent shall restrictively endorse the warrant or

check to the nonpublic school. An eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati on shall ensure that, upon

recei pt of a scholarship warrant or check, the parent to whom

the warrant or check is nmade restrictively endorses the

warrant or check to the nonpublic school of the parent's

choice for deposit into the account of the nonpublic school

(5) ELIGBLE NONPUBLI C SCHOOL OBLI GATI ONS. - - An

eliqgible nonpublic school nust:

(a) Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation

for one school year or provide the Departnent of Education

wWith a statenent by a certified public accountant confirmng

that the nonpublic school desiring to participate is insured

and the owner or owners have sufficient capital or credit to

operate the school for the upcom ng vear serving the nunber of

students anticipated with expected revenues fromtuition and

ot her sources that may be reasonably expected. In lieu of such

a statenent, a surety bond or letter of credit for the anount

equal to the scholarship funds for any gquarter nmay be filed

with the departnent.

(b) Conply with the antidiscrimnnation provisions of

42 U S.C s. 2000d.

(c) Meet state and |ocal health and safety | aws and
7
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codes._

(d) Conmply with all state laws relating to genera

regul ati on of nonpublic schools.

(6) ADM N STRATION. RULES. - -

(a) If the credit granted pursuant to this section is

not fully used in any one year because of insufficient tax

liability on the part of the corporation, the unused anmount

nmay be carried forward for a period not to exceed 3 vears. A

t axpayer may not convey, assign, or transfer the credit

aut horized by this section to another entity unless all of the

assets of the taxpayer are conveyed, assigned., or transferred

in the sane transaction

(b) An application for a tax credit pursuant to this

section shall be subnmtted to the departnent on forns

established by rule of the departnent.

(c) The departnent and the Departnent of Education

shall devel op a cooperative agreenent to assist in the

admnistration of this section. The Departnent of Education

shall be responsible for annually submtting, by March 15, to

the departnent a list of eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati ons that neet the requirenents

of paragraph (2)(d) and for nonitoring eliqibility of

nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati ons that neet the

requirenents of paragraph (2)(d), eligibility of nonpublic

school s that neet the requirenents of paragraph (2)(c). and

eligibility of expenditures under this section as provided in

subsection (4).

(d)  The departnent shall adopt rules necessary to

adm nister this section, including rules establishing

application forns and procedures and governing the allocation

of tax credits under this section on a first-cone,
8
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first-served basis.

(e) The Departnment of Education shall adopt rules

necessary to determne eligibility of nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati ons as defined i n paragraph

2)(d) and according to the provisions of subsection (4) and

identify qualified students as defined in paragraph (2)(e).

(7) DEPOSITS OF ELIG BLE CONTRIBUTIONS. --All eligible

contributions received by an eliqgible nonprofit

schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on shall be deposited in a

nanner _consistent with s. 18.10(2).

(8) This section shall apply to tax yvears begi nning on

or after January 1, 2003.
Section 5. Subsection (8) of section 220.02, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

220.02 Legislative intent.--

(8 It istheintent of the Legislature that credits
agai nst either the corporate incone tax or the franchise tax
be applied in the following order: those enunerated in s.

631. 828, those enunmerated in s. 220.191, those enunerated in
s. 220.181, those enunerated in s. 220.183, those enunerated
ins. 220.182, those enunerated in s. 220.1895, those
enunerated in s. 221.02, those enunerated in s. 220.184, those
enunerated in s. 220.186, those enunerated in s. 220. 1845,
those enunerated in s. 220.19, those enunerated in s. 220. 185,

and those enunerated in s. 220. 187 and those enunerated in s.

220. 1875.

Section 6. Subparagraph (12) is added to paragraph
(1)(a) of section 220.13, Florida Statutes, to read:

220.13 "Adjusted federal incone" defined.--

(1) The term"adjusted federal incone" neans an anount
equal to the taxpayer's taxable inconme as defined in

9
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subsection (2), or such taxable incone of nore than one
taxpayer as provided in s. 220.131, for the taxable year
adj usted as foll ows:

(a) Additions.--There shall be added to such taxable
i ncone:

1. The amount of any tax upon or measured by incorne,
excl udi ng taxes based on gross receipts or revenues, paid or
accrued as a liability to the District of Colunbia or any
state of the United States which is deductible from gross
income in the conputation of taxable incone for the taxable
year.

2. The amount of interest which is excluded from
taxabl e i ncone under s. 103(a) of the Internal Revenue Code or
any other federal law, |ess the associated expenses disall owed
in the conputation of taxable income under s. 265 of the
Internal Revenue Code or any other |aw, excluding 60 percent
of any amounts included in alternative m ni mumtaxabl e i ncone,
as defined in s. 55(b)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, if the
t axpayer pays tax under s. 220.11(3).

3. In the case of a regulated investnent conpany or
real estate investment trust, an amount equal to the excess of
the net long-termcapital gain for the taxable year over the
amount of the capital gain dividends attributable to the
t axabl e year.

4. That portion of the wages or salaries paid or
incurred for the taxable year which is equal to the anount of
the credit allowable for the taxable year under s. 220.181
The provisions of this subparagraph shall expire and be void
on June 30, 2005.

5. That portion of the ad val orem school taxes paid or
incurred for the taxabl e year which is equal to the anount of
10
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the credit allowable for the taxable year under s. 220.182.
The provisions of this subparagraph shall expire and be void
on June 30, 2005.

6. The anount of emergency excise tax paid or accrued
as a liability to this state under chapter 221 which tax is
deductible fromgross incorme in the conputation of taxable
i ncomre for the taxabl e year

7. That portion of assessments to fund a guaranty
associ ation incurred for the taxable year which is equal to
the amount of the credit allowable for the taxable year

8. In the case of a nonprofit corporation which holds
a pari-mutuel permt and which is exenpt fromfederal income
tax as a farners' cooperative, an anount equal to the excess
of the gross incone attributable to the pari-nutuel operations
over the attributabl e expenses for the taxabl e year

9. The anount taken as a credit for the taxable year
under s. 220.1895.

10. UWp to nine percent of the eligible basis of any
desi gnated project which is equal to the credit allowable for
the taxabl e year under s. 220.185.

11. The anmount taken as a credit for the taxable year
under s. 220. 187.

The anount taken as a credit for the taxable year under

s. 220.1875.

(b) Subtractions.--

1. There shall be subtracted from such taxabl e incone:

a. The net operating | oss deduction allowable for
federal inconme tax purposes under s. 172 of the Interna
Revenue Code for the taxable year,

b. The net capital loss allowable for federal incone
tax purposes under s. 1212 of the Internal Revenue Code for

11
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t he taxabl e year,

c. The excess charitable contribution deduction
all owabl e for federal income tax purposes under s. 170(d)(2)
of the Internal Revenue Code for the taxable year, and

d. The excess contributions deductions all owabl e for
federal inconme tax purposes under s. 404 of the Interna

Revenue Code for the taxable year.

However, a net operating |oss and a capital |oss shall never
be carried back as a deduction to a prior taxable year, but
all deductions attributable to such | osses shall be deemed net
operating | oss carryovers and capital |oss carryovers,
respectively, and treated in the same manner, to the sane
extent, and for the sane tinme periods as are prescribed for
such carryovers in ss. 172 and 1212, respectively, of the

I nternal Revenue Code.

2. There shall be subtracted from such taxabl e income
any anount to the extent included therein the foll ow ng:

a. Dividends treated as received from sources w thout
the United States, as determ ned under s. 862 of the Interna
Revenue Code.

b. Al anounts included in taxable incone under s. 78

or s. 951 of the Internal Revenue Code.

However, as to any amount subtracted under this subparagraph
there shall be added to such taxable incorme all expenses
deducted on the taxpayer's return for the taxable year which
are attributable, directly or indirectly, to such subtracted
amount . Further, no anount shall be subtracted with respect to
di vidends paid or deened paid by a Donestic |Internationa
Sal es Corporati on.

12
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3. In conputing "adjusted federal income" for taxable
years begi nning after Decenber 31, 1976, there shall be
all owed as a deduction the anount of wages and sal aries paid
or incurred within this state for the taxable year for which
no deduction is allowed pursuant to s. 280C(a) of the Interna
Revenue Code (relating to credit for enpl oynment of certain new
enpl oyees).

4. There shall be subtracted from such taxabl e income
any anount of nonbusi ness incone included therein.

5. There shall be subtracted any amount of taxes of
foreign countries allowable as credits for taxable years
begi nning on or after Septenber 1, 1985, under s. 901 of the
I nternal Revenue Code to any corporation which derived | ess
than 20 percent of its gross incone or loss for its taxable
year ended in 1984 fromsources within the United States, as
described in s. 861(a)(2)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code, not
including credits allowed under ss. 902 and 960 of the
I nternal Revenue Code, withhol ding taxes on dividends wthin
t he meani ng of sub-subparagraph 2.a., and w thhol ding taxes on
royalties, interest, technical service fees, and capita
gai ns.

6. Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this code,
except with respect to amounts subtracted pursuant to
subparagraphs 1. and 3., any increnment of any apportionment
factor which is directly related to an i ncrenent of gross
recei pts or incone which is deducted, subtracted, or otherw se
excluded in determ ning adjusted federal incone shall be
excl uded from both the numerator and denom nator of such
apportionment factor. Further, all val uations nade for
apportionnment factor purposes shall be made on a basis
consi stent with the taxpayer's method of accounting for

13
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federal incone tax purposes.

(c) Installment sales occurring after Cctober 19,
1980. - -

1. In the case of any disposition made after Cctober
19, 1980, the incone froman installnent sale shall be taken
into account for the purposes of this code in the sanme nanner
that such incone is taken into account for federal income tax
pur poses.

2.  Any taxpayer who regularly sells or otherw se
di sposes of personal property on the installment plan and
reports the incone therefromon the install ment nethod for
federal income tax purposes under s. 453(a) of the Interna
Revenue Code shall report such income in the same manner under
this code

(d) Nonal |l owabl e deductions. --A deduction for net
operating | osses, net capital |osses, or excess contributions
deductions under ss. 170(d)(2), 172, 1212, and 404 of the
I nternal Revenue Code which has been allowed in a prior
taxabl e year for Florida tax purposes shall not be allowed for
Fl ori da tax purposes, notw thstanding the fact that such
deduction has not been fully utilized for federal tax
pur poses.

(2) For purposes of this section, a taxpayer's taxable
i ncore for the taxable year neans taxable income as defined in
s. 63 of the Internal Revenue Code and properly reportable for
federal incone tax purposes for the taxable year, but subject
tothe limtations set forth in paragraph (1)(b) w th respect
to the deductions provided by ss. 172 (relating to net
operating | osses), 170(d)(2) (relating to excess charitable
contributions), 404(a)(1)(D (relating to excess pension trust
contributions), 404(a)(3)(A) and (B) (to the extent relating

14
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to excess stock bonus and profit-sharing trust contributions),
and 1212 (relating to capital |osses) of the Internal Revenue
Code, except that, subject to the sane limtations, the term

(a) "Taxable income," in the case of a life insurance
company subject to the tax inposed by s. 801 of the Interna
Revenue Code, means |ife insurance conpany taxabl e i ncong;
however, for purposes of this code, the total of any anounts
subject to tax under s. 815(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code
pursuant to s. 801(c) of the Internal Revenue Code shall not
exceed, cumul atively, the total of any anmobunts determ ned
under s. 815(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as
amended, from January 1, 1972, to Decenber 31, 1983;

(b) "Taxable income," in the case of an insurance
conpany subject to the tax inposed by s. 831(b) of the
I nternal Revenue Code, neans taxabl e investment incone;

(c) "Taxable incone," in the case of an insurance
conpany subject to the tax inposed by s. 831(a) of the
Internal Revenue Code, means insurance conpany taxable incone;

(d) "Taxable income," in the case of a regul ated
i nvest nent conpany subject to the tax inposed by s. 852 of the
I nternal Revenue Code, neans investnent conpany taxable
i ncorme;

(e) "Taxable income," in the case of a real estate
i nvestnent trust subject to the tax inposed by s. 857 of the
Internal Revenue Code, neans the inconme subject to tax,
computed as provided in s. 857 of the Internal Revenue Code;

(f) "Taxable income," in the case of a corporation
which is a menber of an affiliated group of corporations
filing a consolidated incone tax return for the taxable year
for federal income tax purposes, means taxabl e i ncone of such
corporation for federal incone tax purposes as if such

15
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corporation had filed a separate federal incone tax return for
the taxabl e year and each precedi ng taxabl e year for which it
was a nmenber of an affiliated group, unless a consolidated
return for the taxpayer and others is required or elected
under s. 220.131;

(g) "Taxable income," in the case of a cooperative
corporation or association, neans the taxable income of such
organi zati on determined i n accordance with the provisions of
ss. 1381-1388 of the Internal Revenue Code;

(h) "Taxable income," in the case of an organization
which is exenpt fromthe federal income tax by reason of s.
501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code, means its unrel ated
busi ness taxabl e i ncone as determ ned under s. 512 of the
I nternal Revenue Code;

(i) "Taxable income," in the case of a corporation for
which there is in effect for the taxable year an el ection
under s. 1362(a) of the Internal Revenue Code, neans the
amount s subject to tax under s. 1374 or s. 1375 of the
I nternal Revenue Code for each taxable year

(j) "Taxable income," in the case of a limted
liability conpany, other than a limted liability conpany
classified as a partnership for federal incone tax purposes,
as defined in and organi zed pursuant to chapter 608 or
qualified to do business in this state as a foreign limted
liability conpany or other than a simlar limted liability
conmpany classified as a partnership for federal incone tax
purposes and created as an artificial entity pursuant to the
statutes of the United States or any other state, territory,
possession, or jurisdiction, if such linmted liability conpany
or simlar entity is taxable as a corporation for federa
i ncome tax purposes, means taxable incone deternmined as if

16
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such limted liability conpany were required to file or had
filed a federal corporate inconme tax return under the Interna
Revenue Code;

(k) "Taxable income," in the case of a taxpayer liable
for the alternative mnimumtax as defined in s. 55 of the
Internal Revenue Code, neans the al ternative m ni numtaxable
i ncomre as defined in s. 55(b)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code,
| ess the exenption armount conputed under s. 55(d) of the
Internal Revenue Code. A taxpayer is not liable for the
alternative mnimumtax unless the taxpayer's federal tax
return, or related federal consolidated tax return, if
included in a consolidated return for federal tax purposes,
reflect aliability on the return filed for the alternative
mnimmtax as defined in s. 55(b)(2) of the Internal Revenue
Code;

(I') "Taxable incone," in the case of a taxpayer whose
taxabl e inconme is not otherwise defined in this subsection
neans the sum of amobunts to which a tax rate specified in s.
11 of the Internal Revenue Code plus the anmobunt to which a tax
rate specified in s. 1201(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code
are applied for federal incone tax purposes.

Section 7. Subsections (14) and (15) are added to
section 1003.01, Florida Statutes, to read:

1003.01 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the
term

(14) "Core-curricula courses" nean courses defined by

the Departnent of Education as nat hematics, | anguage

arts/readi ng, science, social studies, foreign | anqguage,

English for Speakers of O her Languages, exceptional student

education, and courses taught in traditional self-contained

el enentary school cl assroons.

17
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(15) "Extracurricular courses" means all courses that

are not defined as "core-curricula courses," which may

include, but are not linted to, physical education, fine

arts, performng fine arts, vocational education, and career

and techni cal education. The termis |limted in neani ng and

used for the sole purpose of designating classes that are not

subject to the maxi mumclass size requirenents established in

s. 1, Art. | X of the State Constitution

Section 8. Section 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 1003.03, F.S., for present text.)

1003. 03 Maxi num cl ass _si ze. - -

(1) CONSTI TUTI ONAL CLASS SI ZE MAXI MUM - - Pursuant to s.

1, Art. I X of the State Constitution, beginning in the
2010- 2011 school vyear

(a) The maxi num nunber of students assigned to each

teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

school cl assroons for prekindergarten through grade 3 may not

exceed 18 students.

(b)  The maxi nrum nunber of students assigned to each

teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

school cl assroons for grades 4 through 8 may not exceed 22

students.

(c) The maxi num nunber of students assigned to each

teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

school cl assroons for grades 9 through 12 may not exceed 25

students.

(2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

(a)  Beqginning with the 2003-2004 fiscal year, each

school district that is not in conpliance with the maxi munms in
18
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subsection (1) shall reduce the average nunber of students per

classroomin each of the follow ng grade groupi ngs:

preki ndergarten through grade 3, grade 4 through grade 8, and

grade 9 through grade 12, by at |east two students each year.

(b) Deternmination of the nunber of students per

cl assroomin paragraph (a) shall be calculated as foll ows:
1. For fiscal years 2003-2004 through 2005-2006, the

calculation for conpliance for each of the 3 grade groupi ngs

shall be the average at the district |evel.
2. For fiscal years 2006-2007 through 2007-2008, the

calculation for conpliance for each of the 3 grade groupi ngs

shall be the average at the school |evel.

3. For fiscal years 2008-2009 and 2009-2010, the

calculation for conpliance shall be at the individua

cl assroom | evel .

(c) The Departnent of Education shall annually

calcul ate each of the three average cl ass Size neasures

defined in paragraphs (a) and (b) based upon the Cctober

student nenbershi p survey. For purposes of determning the

basel i ne fromwhich each district's average class size nust be

reduced for the 2003-2004 school vyear, the departnent shal

use data fromthe February 2003 student nenbershi p survey

updated to include classroom.identification nunbers as

requi red by the departnent.

(d) Prior to the adoption of the district school

budget for 2003-2004, each district school board shall hold

public hearings to review school attendance zones in order to

ensure nmaxi mnumuse of facilities while mnimzing the

additional use of transportation in order to conply with the

t wo- st udent - per -year reduction required in paragraph (a).

School districts that neet the constitutional class size
19
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nmaxi mum described in subsection (1) are exenpt fromthis

requi renent.

(3) | MPLEMENTATI ON OPTIONS. --District school boards

nust consider, but are not linmted to, inplenenting the

following itens in order to neet the constitutional class size

nmaxi mum descri bed i n subsection (1) and the

t wo- st udent - per-year reduction required in subsection (2):

(a) Adopt policies to encourage qualified students to

take dual enroll nent courses.

(b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take

courses fromthe Florida Virtual School

(c) Repeal district school board policies that require

students to have nore than 24 credits to graduate from hi gh

school

(d) Use nethods to maxi m ze use of instructiona

staff, such as changi ng required teachi ng | oads and schedul i ng

of planning periods, deploying district enployees that have

prof essional certification to the classroom using adjunct

educators, or any other nethod not prohibited by | aw.

(e) Use innovative nethods to reduce the cost of

school construction by using prototype school designs., using

SMART School s designs, participating in the Schoo

Infrastructure Thrift Program or any other nethod not

prohi bited by | aw.

(f) Use joint-use facilities through partnerships with

community coll eges, state universities, and private coll eges

and uni versities.

(g) Adopt alternative nethods of class scheduling,

such as bl ock schedul i ng.

(h) Redraw school attendance zones to naxi m ze use of

facilities while mnimzing the additional use of
20
7:32 PM 04/ 24/ 03 $2296. ed22. 1b




© 00 N o o b~ W N

W W N N N N N D N NN DN P PP PR R R RR Rk
R O © 00 N O 0o A W N P O © 0N O o W N R O

SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2296
Amendrment No. _~ Barcode 121788

transportation

(i) Operate schools beyond the nornmal operating hours

to provide classes in the evening or operate nore than one

session of school during the day.

(1) Use year-round school s and ot her nontraditiona

calendars that do not adversely inpact annual assessnent of

st udent achi evenent.

(k) Review and consi der anendi ng any col |l ective

bargai ni ng contracts that hinder the inpl ementati on of class

si ze reduction

(1) Use any other approach not prohibited by | aw
(4) ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --
(a) Beqinning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, if the

departnent determines for any year that a school district has

not reduced average class size as required in subsection (2)

at the tine of the third FEFP cal cul ati on, the departnent

shall calculate an anount fromthe class size reduction

operating categorical which is proportionate to the anount of

cl ass size reduction not acconplished. Upon verification of

the departnent's calculation by the Florida Education Fi nance

Program Appropriation Al location Conference, the Executive

Ofice of the Governor shall transfer undistributed funds

equi valent to the calculated anbunt fromthe district's class

size reduction operating categorical to an approved fixed

capital outlay appropriation for class size reduction in the

affected district pursuant to s. 216.292(13). The anount of

funds transferred shall be the | esser of the amount verified

by the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program Appropriation

Al | ocation Conference or the undistributed bal ance of the

district's class size reduction operating categorical.

However, based upon a recomendati on by the Conm ssi oner of
21
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Education that the State Board of Education has revi ewed

evidence indicating that a district has been unable to neet

class size reduction requirenents despite appropriate effort

to do so, the Leqgislative Budget Comm SSion nmay approve an

alternative anount of funds to be transferred fromthe

district's class size reduction operating categorical to its

approved fixed capital outlay account for class size

r educti on

(b) Beqinning in the 2005-2006 school year, the

departnent shall determ ne by January 15 of each year which

districts have not net the two-student-per-vear reduction

reqguired in subsection (2) based upon a conparison of the

district's Cctober student nenbership survey for the current

school vear and the February 2003 baseline student nenbership

survey. The departnent shall report such districts to the

Leqgi sl ature. Each district that has not net the

t wo- st udent - per-year reduction shall be required to inpl enent

one of the following policies in the subsequent school year

unl ess the departnent finds that the district cones into

conpl i ance based upon the February student nenbership survey:

1. Year-round school s;

Doubl e sessi ons;

2
3. Extended school year:; or
4

Rezoni ng.

A school district that is required to inplenent the policies

outlined in subparagraphs 1. through 4. shall correct in the

year of inplenentation any past deficiencies and bring the

district into conpliance with the two-student-per-year

reduction goals established for the district by the departnment

pursuant to subsection (2). A school district may choose to
22
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inpl enent_nore than one of these policies. The district schoo

superintendent shall report to the Conm ssioner of Education

the extent to which the district inplenented any of the

policies outlined in subparagraphs 1. through 4. in a fornat

to be specified by the Conm ssioner of Education. The

Depart nent of Education shall use the enforcement authority

provided in s. 1008.32, to ensure that districts conply with

the provisions of this paragraph

(c) Bedinning in the 2006-2007 school vear, the

departnent _shall annually determ ne which districts do not

neet the requirenents described in subsection (2). In addition

to enforcenment authority provided in s. 1008.32, the

Depart nent of Education shall develop a constitutiona

conpliance plan for each such district which includes, but is

not limted to, redrawi ng school attendance zones to naxinize

use of facilities while mnimzing the additional use of

transportation unless the department finds that the district

cones into conpliance based upon the February student

nenber shi p survey and the other accountability policies |listed

in paragraph (b). Each district school board shall inplenent

the constitutional conpliance plan devel oped by the state

board until the district conplies with the constitutiona

cl ass size maxi num

(d)  Any district school board that does not conply

with the requirements of this section and s. 1, Art. | X of the

State Constitution shall be subject to suspension by the

Governor _pursuant to s. 7, Art. IV of the State Constitution
Section 9. Section 1011.685, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

1011.685 d ass size reduction; operating categorica

fund. - -
23
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(1) There is created an operating categorical fund for

i npl enenting the class size reduction provisions of s. 1, Art.

| X of the State Constitution. These funds shall be allocated

to each school district in the amount prescribed by the

Legi slature in the General Appropriations Act.

(2) dass size reduction operating categorical funds

shall be used by school districts for the follow ng:

(a) To reduce class size in any lawful nmanner, if the

district has not net the constitutional nmaxinumidentified in

s. 1003.03(1) or the reduction of two students per vear

requi red by s. 1003.03(2).

(b) For any lawful operating expenditure, if the

district has net the constitutional maximumidentified in s.

1003.03(1) or the reduction of two students per vear required

by s. 1003.03(2);: however, priority should be given to

increase salaries of classroomteachers as defined in s.
1012.01(2) (a).
Section 10. Section 1013.735, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

1013. 735 d assroons for Kids Program --

(1) ALLOCATION. --The departnent shall allocate funds

appropriated for the dassroons for Kids Program It is the

intent of the Leqgislature that this programbe adm ni stered as

nearly as practicable in the sane nmanner as the capital outlay

program aut horized under s. 9(a), Art. Xl I of the State

Constitution. Each district school board' s share of the annua

appropriation for the dassroons for Kids Program nust be

cal cul ated according to the follow ng forml a:

(a) Twenty-five percent of the appropriation shall be

prorated to the districts based on each district's percentage

of base capital outlay full-tine equival ent nenbershi p, and 65
24
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percent shall be based on each district's percentage of qgrowth

capital outlay full-tinme equival ent nmenbership as specified

for the allocation of funds fromthe Public Education Capita

Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund by s. 1013.64(3).

(b) Ten percent of the appropriation nust be all ocated

anong district school boards according to the allocation
formula ins. 1013.64(1)(a).
(2) DISTRICT PARTICPATION --In order to participate

in the dassroons for Kids Program a district school board

shal | :
(a) Enter into an interlocal agreenent pursuant to s.

1013. 33.

(b) Certify that the district's inventory of

facilities listed in the Florida Inventory of School Houses is

accurate and up-to-date pursuant to s. 1013.31

(3) USE OF FUNDS.--1n order to increase capacity to

reduce class size, a district school board shall expend the

funds received pursuant to this section only to:

(a) Construct, renovate, renodel, or repair

educational facilities that are in excess of projects

identified in the district's 5-year work program adopted prior

to March 15, 2003; or

(b) Purchase or | ease-purchase relocatable facilities

that are in excess of relocatables identified in the

district's 5-vear work program adopted prior to March 15,

2003.
Section 11. FEffective upon this act becomng a | aw,
section 1013.736, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

1013.736 District Effort Recognition Program --

(1) RECOGN TI ON FUNDS. --From funds appropriated by the

Legislature, district effort recognition capital outlay grants
25
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shall be made to eligible school districts in accordance with

the provisions of this section and the General Appropriations

Act. The funds appropriated in this section are not subject to

the provisions of s. 216.301

(2) ELIGBILITY.--Annually, the Departnent of

Education shall deternine each district's conpliance with the

provi sions of s. 1003.03 and deternmine the district's

eligibility to receive a district effort recognition grant for

local school facilities projects pursuant to this section

Districts shall be eligible for a district effort recognition

grant based upon participation in any of the follow ng:

(a) The district levies a half-cent school capita

outlay surtax authorized in s. 212.055(6).

(b) The district participates in the levy of the |oca

governnent infrastructure sales surtax authorized in s.

212. 055(2).

(c) The district levies voted nmillage for capita

outlay purposes as authorized ins. 9, Art. VI| of the State

Consti tution.
(3) D STR CT EFFCRT RECOGN TI ON PROGRAM - - The

departnent shall annually calculate a district effort anount

for each district by Septenber 1 after each fiscal year. The

total anmount of revenue for the prior year fromeach revenue

levied as described in subsection (2) shall be divided by the

nunber of nonths for which revenue was received and nultiplied

by the nunber of authorized nonths remaining in each voter

referendum The anount so determ ned for each revenue |evied

shall be totaled. The Departnment of Revenue shall report the

anount of voter-approved revenue descri bed i n paragraphs

2)(a) and (b). The district shall report the anount of

revenue described in paragraph (2)(b) identified for district
26
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fixed capital outlay in the prior fiscal year. To determne

the amount of revenue | evied pursuant to paragraph (2)(c)., the

district shall annually report to the departnent the

out st andi ng debt service by bond series and date of maturity.

The total of annual debt service to maturity remining as of

July 1 of each year shall be added to the other revenues

l evied pursuant to paragraphs (2)(a) and (b) in determn ning

the total district effort anbunt. Only the anount of

vot er - approved revenue described in paragraph (2)(b) which has

been identified for district fixed capital outlay fromthe

prior fiscal year shall be used in the cal cul ation

(4) ALLOCATI ON AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS. - - The

departnent _shall allocate the annual anmount of funds provi ded

anong all eligible districts based upon the district's

proportion of the funds as deternmined in subsection (3). Funds

shall be distributed once a district has encunbered the funds.

(5) USE CF FUNDS. --School districts that do not neet

the constitutional class size maxi mumdescribed in s.

1003.03(1) nust use the funds for capital outlay to reduce

class size. School districts that neet the constitutiona

class size maxi mum may use the funds for any |awful capita

outl ay purpose.

Section 12. Section 1013.737, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

1013. 737 The d ass Size Reduction Lottery Revenue Bond

Program --There is established the dass Size Reduction

Lottery Revenue Bond Program

(1) The issuance of revenue bonds is authorized to

fi nance or refinance the construction, acquisition

reconstruction, or renovation of educational facilities. Such

bonds shall be issued pursuant to and in conpliance with the
27
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provisions of s. 11(d), Art. M of the State Constitution
the provisions of the State Bond Act, ss. 215.57-215.83, as

anended, and the provisions of this section. Pursuant to s.

215.98, the Leqgislature determ nes that the i ssuance of the

debt _aut horized herein is necessary to address a critica

state energency.

(2) The bonds are payable from and secured by a first

lien on, the first lottery revenues transferred to the

Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund each fiscal year, as

provided by s. 24.121(2), and do not constitute a genera

obligation of, or a pledge of the full faith and credit of,

the state.

(3) The state hereby covenants with the hol ders of

such revenue bonds that it will not take any action that will

naterially and adversely affect the rights of such hol ders so

|l ong as bonds aut horized by this section are outstanding. The

state does hereby additionally authorize the establishnent of

a _covenant in connection with the bonds whi ch provides that

any additional funds received by the state from new or

enhanced |l ottery prograns, Vvideo gam ng, or other simlar

activities will first be available for paynents relating to

bonds pl edgi ng revenues avail abl e pursuant to s. 24.121(2),

prior to use for any other purpose.

(4) The bonds shall be issued by the D vision of Bond

Fi nance of the State Board of Adm nistration on behalf of the

Depart nent of Education in such anount as shall be requested

by resolution of the State Board of FEducati on. However, the

total principal anount of bonds, excluding refunding bonds,

i ssued pursuant to this section shall not exceed $1.4 billion

(5) Proceeds available fromthe sale of the bonds

shall be deposited in the lLottery Capital Qutlay and Debt
28
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Service Trust Fund within the Departnent of Education

(6) The facilities to be financed with the proceeds of

such bonds are designated as state fixed capital outlay

projects for purposes of s. 11(d), Art. M| of the State

Constitution, and the specific facilities to be financed shal

be determined in accordance with state | aw and appropri ations

fromthe Educational Enhancenment Trust Fund. Projects shall be

funded fromthe Lottery Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust

Fund. Each educational facility to be financed with the

proceeds of the bonds issued pursuant to this sectionis

hereby approved as required by s. 11(f). Art. VIl of the State

Consti tution.

(7)  Any conplaint for validation of such bonds is

required to be filed only in the circuit court of the county

where the seat of state governnent is situated. The notice

required to be published by s. 75.06 is required to be

publ i shed only in the county where the conplaint is filed, and

the conplaint and order of the circuit court need be served

only on the state attorney of the circuit in which the action

i s pending.

(8) The Comm ssioner of Education shall provide for

ti mely encunbrances of funds for duly authorized projects.

Encunbr ances may i ncl ude proceeds to be received under a

resol uti on approved by the State Board of FEducati on

aut hori zing i ssuance of class size reduction |ottery bonds

pursuant to s. 11(d), Art. M| of the State Constitution, s.

1013. 737, and other applicable |aw
Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 24.121, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:
24.121 Al ocation of revenues and expenditure of funds
for public education.--
29
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(2) Each fiscal year, at l|east 38 percent of the gross
revenue fromthe sale of on-line lottery tickets, variable
percentages of the gross revenue fromthe sale of instant
lottery tickets as determned by the department consistent
with subsection (1), and other earned revenue, excluding
application processing fees, shall be deposited in the
Educati onal Enhancement Trust Fund, which is hereby created in
the State Treasury to be adm nistered by the Departnent of
Educati on. The Department of the Lottery shall transfer noneys
to the Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund at | east once each
quarter. Funds in the Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund shal
be used to the benefit of public education in accordance with
the provisions of this act. Notw thstandi ng any ot her
provi sion of |aw, a—rfedrmef—3$186—+miHioen—oef lottery
revenues transferred to the Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund
H—H-seal—yrear—1997+1998—and—for—36—years—thereafter shall be
reserved as needed and used to neet the requirenents of the
docunents aut hori zing the bonds issued by the state pursuant

tos. 1013.68, eF s. 1013.70, or s. 1013.737 or distributed to

school districts for the O assroons First Programas provided
ins. 1013.68. Such lottery revenues are hereby pledged to the
payrment of debt service on bonds issued by the state pursuant

tos. 1013.68,_ er s. 1013.70_ or_s. 1013.737. Debt service

payabl e on bonds issued by the state pursuant to s. 1013.68_
of s. 1013.70,_ or s. 1013.737 shall be payable from_and are

secured by a first lien on, the first lottery revenues

transferred to the Educati onal Enhancenment Trust Fund in each
fiscal year. Amounts distributable to school districts that
request the issuance of bonds pursuant to s. 1013.68(3) are
hereby pl edged to such bonds pursuant to s. 11(d), Art. VIl of
the State Constitution. The—amounts—di-st+ributed—through—the
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I : b I e : I
Hseat—yrear—Fhese—funtds—are—intended—to—provide—up—to-—$25
NEEE : N hool—f-aei-ties-

Section 14. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (13)

of section 121.091, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

121.091 Benefits payabl e under the system--Benefits
may not be paid under this section unless the nenber has
termnated enpl oyment as provided in s. 121.021(39)(a) or
begun participation in the Deferred Retirement Option Program
as provided in subsection (13), and a proper application has
been filed in the manner prescribed by the department. The
departnent may cancel an application for retirenment benefits
when the nenber or beneficiary fails to tinely provide the
i nformation and docunments required by this chapter and the
departnent's rules. The departnent shall adopt rules
establ i shing procedures for application for retiremnent
benefits and for the cancellation of such application when the
required information or docunents are not received

(13) DEFERRED RETI REMENT OPTI ON PROGRAM - -1 n general
and subject to the provisions of this section, the Deferred
Retirement Qption Program hereinafter referred to as the
DRCP, is a programunder which an eligible nenber of the
Florida Retirement Systemmay elect to participate, deferring
recei pt of retirement benefits while continuing enpl oyrment
with his or her Florida Retirement System enployer. The
deferred monthly benefits shall accrue in the System Trust
Fund on behal f of the participant, plus interest conpounded
nmonthly, for the specified period of the DROP participation
as provided in paragraph (c). Upon termnati on of enpl oynent,
the participant shall receive the total DRCP benefits and
begin to receive the previously determ ned normal retirenent

31
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benefits. Participation in the DROP does not guarantee
enpl oynent for the specified period of DROP.

(a) EBigibility of menber to participate in the
DROP.--Al active Florida Retirenent System menbers in a
regul arly established position, and all active nenbers of
ei ther the Teachers' Retirenment System established in chapter
238 or the State and County O ficers' and Enpl oyees’

Retirement Systemestablished in chapter 122 which systens are
consolidated within the Florida Retirenent System under s.
121.011, are eligible to elect participation in the DROP

provi ded that:

1. The nenber is not a renewed nenber of the Florida
Retirement Systemunder s. 121.122, or a nenber of the State
Community Col | ege System Optional Retirement Program under s.
121. 051, the Senior Management Service (ptional Annuity
Program under s. 121.055, or the optional retirenment program
for the State University Systemunder s. 121.35.

2. Except as provided in subparagraph 6., election to
participate is made within 12 nonths imediately foll owing the
date on which the menber first reaches normal retirenent date,
or, for a menber who reaches normal retirement date based on
service before he or she reaches age 62, or age 55 for Special
Ri sk O ass nenbers, election to participate may be deferred to
the 12 nonths inmediately follow ng the date the nenber
attains 57, or age 52 for Special R sk dass nenbers. For a
nmenber who first reached nornal retirenent date or the
deferred eligibility date described above prior to the
effective date of this section, election to participate shall
be made within 12 nonths after the effective date of this
section. A nmenber who fails to make an el ection within such
12-month Iimtation period shall forfeit all rights to
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participate in the DROP. The nenber shall advise his or her
enpl oyer and the division in witing of the date on which the
DRCOP shal | begi n. Such begi nning date may be subsequent to the
12-nmonth el ection period, but nust be within the 60-nmonth or,
with respect to menbers who are instructional personnel as

defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 and who have

recei ved authorization by the district school superintendent

to participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nonth

limtation period as provided i n subparagraph (b)1. Wen
establishing eligibility of the menber to participate in the

DRCOP for the 60-nmonth or, with respect to nenbers who are

i nstructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in

grades K-12 and who have received authorization by the

district school superintendent to participate in DROP for nore

than 60 nmonths, the 96-nmonth maxi mum partici pation period, the

nmenber nay el ect to include or exclude any optional service
credit purchased by the menber fromthe total service used to
establish the normal retirement date. A menber with dua
norrmal retirenent dates shall be eligible to elect to
participate in DROP within 12 nonths after attai ning norna
retirement date in either class.

3. The enpl oyer of a nenber electing to participate in
the DROP, or enployers if dually enployed, shall acknow edge
inwiting to the division the date the nenber's partici pation
in the DROP begins and the date the nmenber's enpl oyment and
DROP participation will term nate.

4. Simul taneous enpl oynment of a participant by
additional Florida Retirement System enpl oyers subsequent to
t he commrencenent of participation in the DROP shall be
per m ssi bl e provi ded such enpl oyers acknow edge in witing a
DROP ternmination date no later than the participant’'s existing
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termnation date or the 60-nonth limtation period as provided
i n subpar agraph (b) 1.

5. A DROP participant may change enpl oyers while
participating in the DROP, subject to the foll ow ng:

a. A change of enploynent nust take place w thout a
break in service so that the nenber receives salary for each
nmonth of continuous DROP participation. |f a menber receives
no salary during a nonth, DRCP participation shall cease
unl ess the enpl oyer verifies a continuation of the enpl oynment
relationship for such participant pursuant to s.
121.021(39) (b).

b. Such participant and new enpl oyer shall notify the
division on forms required by the division as to the identity
of the new enpl oyer.

c. The new enpl oyer shall acknow edge, in witing, the
participant's DROP term nation date, which nay be extended but

not beyond the original 60-nmonth or, with respect to nmenbers

who are instructional personnel as defined in s.

1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 and who have received

authorization by the district school superintendent to

participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nmonth

peri od provi ded in subparagraph (b)1., shall acknow edge
liability for any additional retirenent contributions and
interest required if the participant fails to tinely termnate
enpl oynent, and shall be subject to the adjustnent required in
sub- subpar agraph (c)5.d.

6. Effective July 1, 2001, for instructional personne
as defined in s. 1012.01(2), election to participate in the
DRCP shall be made at any time follow ng the date on which the
nmenber first reaches nornmal retirenent date. The nenber shal
advi se his or her enployer and the division in witing of the
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date on which the Deferred Retirement Option Program shal
begi n. Wen establishing eligibility of the menber to
participate in the DROP for the 60-nmonth or, with respect to

nenbers who are instructional personnel as defined in s.

1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 and who have received

authorization by the district school superintendent to

participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nmonth

nmaxi mum partici pati on period, as provided in subparagraph
(b)1., the nmenber may elect to include or exclude any optiona
service credit purchased by the nmenber fromthe total service
used to establish the nornmal retirenent date. A nenber with
dual normal retirement dates shall be eligible to elect to
participate in either class.

(b) Participation in the DRCP. --

1. An eligible nenber nay elect to participate in the
DROP for a period not to exceed a nmaxi num of 60 cal endar

months or, with respect to nenbers who are instructiona

personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12

and who have received authorization by the district school

superintendent to participate in DROP for nore than 60

cal endar nonths, a maxi mum of 96 cal endar nont hs i medi atel y

followi ng the date on which the nmenber first reaches his or
her normal retirenent date or the date to which he or she is
eligible to defer his or her election to participate as

provi ded i n subparagraph (a)2. However, a menber who has
reached normal retirenent date prior to the effective date of
the DRCP shall be eligible to participate in the DROP for a

period of time not to exceed 60 cal endar nonths or, with

respect to nenbers who are instructional personnel as defined

ins. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 and who have received

authorization by the district school superintendent to
35
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participate in DRCP for nore than 60 cal endar nonths, 96

cal endar nonths inmrediately follow ng the effective date of

the DROP, except a nenber of the Special R sk dass who has
reached norrmal retirenent date prior to the effective date of
t he DROP and whose total accrued val ue exceeds 75 percent of
average final conpensation as of his or her effective date of
retirenent shall be eligible to participate in the DROP for no
nore than 36 cal endar nonths i mediately followi ng the
effective date of the DROP.

2. Upon deciding to participate in the DRCP, the
nmenber shall submt, on forms required by the division

a. Awitten election to participate in the DROP,

b. Selection of the DROP participation and term nation
dates, which satisfy the limtations stated in paragraph (a)
and subparagraph 1. Such ternination date shall be in a
binding letter of resignation with the enployer, establishing
a deferred termnati on date. The menber may change the
termination date within the limtations of subparagraph 1.
but only with the witten approval of his or her enployer;

c. A properly conpleted DROP application for service
retirenent as provided in this section; and

d. Any other information required by the division

3. The DRCOP participant shall be a retiree under the
Florida Retirement Systemfor all purposes, except for
paragraph (5)(f) and subsection (9) and ss. 112.3173, 112. 363,
121. 053, and 121.122. However, participation in the DROP does
not alter the participant's enpl oynment status and such
enpl oyee shall not be deened retired from enployment until his
or her deferred resignation is effective and termnation
occurs as provided in s. 121.021(39).

4. Hected officers shall be eligible to participate

36

7:32 PM 04/ 24/ 03 $2296. ed22. 1b




© 00 N o o b~ W N

W W N N N N N D N NN DN P PP PR R R RR Rk
R O © 00 N O 0o A W N P O © 0N O o W N R O

SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2296
Amendrment No. _~ Barcode 121788

in the DROP subject to the foll ow ng:

a. An elected officer who reaches normal retirenent
date during a termof office nay defer the election to
participate in the DROP until the next succeeding termin that
office. Such elected officer who exercises this option may
participate in the DROP for up to 60 cal endar nonths or a
peri od of no |onger than such succeeding termof office,
whi chever is |ess.

b. An elected or a nonelected participant may run for
atermof office while participating in DROP and, if el ected
extend the DROP termi nation date accordingly, except, however,
i f such additional termof office exceeds the 60-nonth
limtation established in subparagraph 1., and the officer
does not resign fromoffice within such 60-month limtation
the retirenent and the participant's DRCP shall be null and
void as provided in sub-subparagraph (c)5.d.

c. An elected officer who is dually enpl oyed and
elects to participate in DROP shall be required to satisfy the

definition of termnation within the 60-nmonth or, with respect

to menbers who are instructional personnel as defined in s.

1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 and who have received

aut horization by the district school superintendent to

participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nonth

limtation period as provided i n subparagraph 1. for the
nonel ected position and may continue enpl oyment as an el ected
officer as provided in s. 121.053. The elected officer will be
enrolled as a renewed nenber in the Elected Oficers' dass or
the Regular dass, as provided in ss. 121.053 and 121.22, on
the first day of the nonth after terminati on of enploynent in
t he nonel ected position and termnation of DROP. D stribution
of the DRCP benefits shall be made as provided in paragraph
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(c).

Section 15. Subsection (20) of section 1001. 42,
Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school
board. --The district school board, acting as a board, shal
exercise all powers and performall duties listed bel ow

(20) SCHOOL.-WTHI N-A-SCHOOL. --In order to reduce the
anonymty of students in large schools, adopt policies to
encourage any |arge school that—dees—rnot—reet—the—defHn-tion
of—a—sraH—sehool—as—estabt-shed—by—s—1613-43(2) to
subdi vide into school s-within-a-school that shall operate
within existing resources in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 1003.

Section 16. Paragraph (i) is added to subsection (1)
of section 1003.02, Florida Statutes, and subsection (4) of
that section is amended, to read:

1003.02 District school board operation and control of
public K-12 education within the school district.--As provided
in part Il of chapter 1001, district school boards are
constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation
and control of public K-12 education within their school
district. The district school boards nust establish, organize,
and operate their public K-12 schools and educati ona
prograns, enployees, and facilities. Their responsibilities
i nclude staff devel opnent, public K-12 school student
education includi ng education for exceptional students and
students in juvenile justice prograns, special prograns, adult
education prograns, and career and technical education
prograns. Additionally, district school boards nust:

(1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students
of school age, for the attendance and control of students at
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school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other
matters relating to the welfare of students in the follow ng
fields:

(i) Parental notification of accel eration

nechani sns. - - At _the begi nni ng of each school vear. notify

parents of students in or entering high school of the

opportunity and benefits of advanced pl acenent, |nternationa

Baccal aureate, Advanced International Certificate of

Education, dual enrollnent, and Florida Virtual Schoo

courses.

(4) For—any—scheot—within—the—di-stret—that—s—not—n
conpH-ance—wth—the—sraH—school——size—requirerents—of—chapter
3643+ I n order to reduce the anonymty of students in large
school s, adopt policies that encourage subdivision of the
school into school s-within-a-school, which shall operate
wi thin existing resources. A "school -wi t hin-a-school" neans an
operational programthat uses flexible scheduling, team
pl anni ng, and curricular and instructional innovation to
organi ze groups of students with groups of teachers as snaller
units, so as to functionally operate as a smaller school
Exanpl es of this include, but are not limted to:

(a) An organizational arrangenment assigning both
students and teachers to smaller units in which the students
take sonme or all of their coursework with their fell ow grouped
students and fromthe teachers assigned to the smaller unit. A
unit may be grouped together for 1 year or on a vertical
mul tiyear basis.

(b) An organizational arrangement simlar to that
described in paragraph (a) with additional variations in
instruction and curriculum The smaller unit usually seeks to
maintain a programdifferent fromthat of the |arger school
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or of other snaller units. It may be vertically organized, but
i s dependent upon the school principal for its existence,
budget, and staff.

(c) A separate and autononous snaller unit formally
aut hori zed by the district school board or district school
superintendent. The smaller unit plans and runs its own
program has its own staff and students, and receives its own
separate budget. The smaller unit nust negotiate the use of
comon space with the larger school and defer to the buil ding
principal on matters of safety and buil di ng operati on.

Section 17. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
1003.43, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.43 GCeneral requirenents for high school
graduation. - -

(1) Qaduation requires successful conpletion of
either a mnimumof 24 academc credits in grades 9 through 12
or an International Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits
shall be distributed as foll ows:

(i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to
i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,
marriage and rel ationship skill-based education, nutrition

parenting skills, prevention of human i mmunodefi ci ency virus

i nfection and acqui red i nmune deficiency syndrone and ot her
sexual Iy transm ssi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence
and consequences of teenage pregnancy, information and
instruction on breast cancer detection and breast
sel f - exam nati on, cardiopul nonary resuscitation, drug
education, and the hazards of snoking. Sueh—eredi-t—shat—be

: : I I I " : e I
Sth—oer—1oth—grade—
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District school boards may award a maxi mum of one-half credit
in social studies and one-half elective credit for student
conpl eti on of nonpaid voluntary community or school service
work. Students choosing this option nmust conplete a m ni num
of 75 hours of service in order to earn the one-half credit in
ei ther category of instruction. Cedit may not be earned for
service provided as a result of court action. District schoo
boards that approve the award of credit for student vol unteer
servi ce shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the
credit, and school principals are responsible for approving
specific volunteer activities. A course designated in the
Course Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 that is
taken bel ow the 9th grade may be used to satisfy high schoo
graduation requirements or Florida Academni c Schol ars award
requirenents as specified in a district school board' s student
progression plan. A student shall be granted credit toward
nmeeting the requirements of this subsection for equival ent
courses, as identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6), taken
t hrough dual enroll ment.

Section 18. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1003. 436, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.436 Definition of "credit".--

(1)(a) For the purposes of requirements for high
school graduation, one full credit neans a mni nrumof 135
hours of bona fide instruction in a designated course of study

that contains student perfornmance standards. One full credit

nmeans a mni mum of 120 hours of bona fide instruction in a

desi gnat ed course of study that contains student perfornance

standards for purposes of neeting high school graduation

requirenents in a district school that has been authorized to

i npl enent bl ock scheduling by the district school board. The
41
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State Board of Education shall determ ne the nunber of

post secondary credit hours earned through dual enroll ment
pursuant to s. 1007.271 that satisfy the requirenents of a
district's interinstitutional articulation agreenment according
to s. 1007.235 and that equal one full credit of the

equi val ent hi gh school course identified pursuant to s.

1007. 271(6).

Section 19. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
1011. 62, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annua
allocation fromthe Florida Educati on Fi nance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determned in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
fol | ows:

(5) CATEGORI CAL FUNDS. - -

(b) For—tiscal—year—2602-2003- If a district schoo
board finds and declares in a resolution adopted at a regul ar
neeting of the school board that the funds received for any of
the follow ng categorical appropriations are urgently needed
to mai ntain school board specified academ ¢ cl assroom
instruction, the school board may consi der and approve an
amendnent to the school district operating budget transferring
the identified amount of the categorical funds to the
appropriate account for expenditure:

1. Funds for student transportation

2. Funds for in-service educational personne
t rai ni ng.

3. Funds for safe school s.

4. Funds for public school technol ogy.

5—Funds—for—teacher—reertitrent—and—+retentton—
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5.6+~ Funds for supplermental academ c instruction
Section 20. Section 1011.69, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

1011. 69 Equity in School -Level Funding Act.--

(1) This section may be cited as the "Equity in
School - Level Funding Act."
(2) (e I . he—2000-26001— I ,

&) Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, district
43
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school boards shall allocate to schools each—seheer within the
district an average of at—teast 90 percent of the funds

generated by all schools and guarantee that each school

receives at |least 80 percent of the funds generated by that

school based upon the Florida Educati on Finance Program as
provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations Act,
including gross state and | ocal funds, discretionary lottery
funds, and funds fromthe school district's current operating
discretionary mllage |levy. Total funding for each schoo
shall be recal culated during the year to reflect the revised
cal cul ati ons under the Florida Education Fi nance Program by
the state and the actual weighted full-time equival ent
students reported by the school during the full-tine

equi val ent student survey periods designated by the
Commi ssi oner of Education. |If the district school board is
provi di ng prograns or services to students funded by federal
funds, any eligible students enrolled in the schools in the
district shall be provided federal funds. Only acadenic

per f or mance- based charter school these districts that

HAttH-aHy—appHed—oer—charter—school—distrtet—statuss pur suant

to s. 1003. 62, anthavebeen—-approvetdby—the—StateBeard—of
Edueat+on are exenpt fromthe provisions of this section

(3) Funds allocated to a school pursuant to this
section that are unused at the end of the fiscal year shal
not revert to the district, but shall remain with the school
These carryforward funds may be used for any purpose provi ded
by law at the discretion of the principal of the school

(4) The followi ng funds are excluded fromthe

school -1 evel allocation under this section
4 . I I , . .
c . L . Task—F ] .
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. . o  oal e i el L

(a)t5r Funds appropriated in the CGenera

Appropriations Act for supplemental acadenic instruction to be
used for the purposes described in s. 1011.62(1)(f); and

(b) Funds appropriated in the Ceneral Appropriations

Act for the class size reduction operating categorical fund
established in s. 1011. 685 are—execluded—F+romthe—school—tevel

Section 21. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and
subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section 1012.56, Florida
Statutes, are anmended to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirenents.--

(1) APPLI CATION. - - Each person seeking certification
pursuant to this chapter shall submt a conpleted application
containing the applicant's social security nunber to the
Department of Education and remt the fee required pursuant to
s. 1012.59 and rules of the State Board of Education. Pursuant
to the federal Personal Responsibility and Wrk Cpportunity
Reconci liation Act of 1996, each party is required to provide
his or her social security nunber in accordance with this
section. D sclosure of social security nunbers obtai ned
through this requirement shall be limted to the purpose of
adm nistration of the Title IV-D programof the Socia
Security Act for child support enforcenent. Pursuant to s.
120. 60, the departnent shall issue within 90 cal endar days
after the stanped receipted date of the conpl eted application

(a) Acertificate covering the classification, |evel,
and area for which the applicant is deemed qualified; or

(b) An official statenent of status of eligibility.
The statenment of status of eligibility nust advise the

45
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applicant of any qualifications that nust be conpleted to
qualify for certification. Each statenent of status of
eligibility is valid for 2 years after its date of issuance
except as provided in paragraph (2)(d). A-staterent—of—status

(3) NASTERY OF GENERAL KNOALEDCGE. - - Accept abl e neans of
denonstrating mastery of general know edge are:

(a) Achieverrent of passing scores on basic skills
exam nation required by state board rule;

(b) Achi everrent of passing scores on the Coll ege Level
Academ ¢ Skills Test earned prior to July 1, 2002;

(c) Awvalid professional standard teaching certificate
i ssued by anot her state that—+egui-res—ar—examnati-on—of
rastery—of—generat—knowedge;

(d) A vaH i e . I
another—state—and valid certificate i ssued by the Nationa

Board for Professional Teaching Standards; or

(e) Docunentation of two senesters of successfu

teaching in a community college, state university, or private

college or university that awards an associate's or hi gher

degree and is an accredited institution or an institution of

hi gher education identified by the Departnent of Education as
having a quality program A—vaH-a-standara—teaching
e . I I . :

: ; SRRV "
46
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- . . . I L ot el

(4) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOALEDCE. - - Accept abl e

neans of denonstrating nastery of subject area know edge are:

(a) Achi everrent of passing scores on subject area
exam nations required by state board rule;

(b) Conpletion of the subject area specialization
requirenents specified in state board rule and verification of
the attai nnent of the essential subject matter conpetencies by
the district school superintendent of the enploying school
district or chief adnministrative officer of the enploying
state-supported or private school for a subject area for which
a subj ect area exam nation has not been devel oped and required
by state board rul e;

(c) Conpletion of the graduate |evel subject area
speci ali zation requirements specified in state board rule for
a subject coverage requiring a master's or higher degree and
achi evenment of a passing score on the subject area exam nation
specified in state board rule;

(d) Awvalid standard teaching certificate issued by

anot her st at e that—regui-res—am—examnati-on—of—+astery—of
subjeet—area—knowedge; or
(e) A valid standard teaching certificate i ssued by

another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa

Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards. :—e6t+

(5) MASTERY OF PROFESSI ONAL PREPARATI ON AND EDUCATI ON
47
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COVWPETENCE. - - Accept abl e means of denonstrati ng mastery of
prof essi onal preparation and education conpetence are:

(a) Conpletion of an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary educational institution within this
state and achi evenment of a passing score on the professiona
educati on conpetency exam nation required by state board rul e;

(b) Conpletion of a teacher preparation programat a
post secondary educational institution outside Florida and
achi evenment of a passing score on the professional education
conpet ency exam nation required by state board rule;

(c) Awvalid professional standard teaching certificate
i ssued by anot her state that—+egui-res—ar—examnati-on—of

: : : I : :

(d) A vaH i e . I

another—state—and valid certificate i ssued by the Nationa

Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards;

(e) Docunentation of two senmesters of successfu

teaching in a community coll ege, state university, or private

college or university that awards an associate's or hi gher

degree and is an accredited institution or an institution of

hi gher education identified by the Departnent of Education as

having a quality program A-vaH-ea-standara—teachi-ng—eerti--eate
. I I . : :

(f) Conpletion of professional preparation courses as

specified in state board rule, successful conpletion of a
pr of essi onal education conpetence denonstration program
pursuant to paragraph (7)(b), and achi evenent of a passing
score on the professional educati on conpetency exam nhation

48
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required by state board rule; or

(g) Successful conpletion of a professiona
preparation alternative certification and educati on conpetency
program outlined in paragraph (7)(a).

Section 22. Subsection (1) of section 1012.57, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.57 Certification of adjunct educators.--

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of ss. 1012. 32,
1012. 55, and 1012.56, or any other provision of lawor rule to

the contrary, district school boards shall adopt rules to

allow for the issuance of may—isste an adj unct teaching

certificate to any applicant who fulfills the requirements of
s. 1012.56(2)(a)-(f) and who has expertise in the subject area
to be taught. An applicant shall be considered to have
expertise in the subject area to be taught if the applicant
has at |east a major m+aer in the subject area or denonstrates
sufficient subject area mastery through passage of a subj ect

area test as—determnedby—distriet—schos—board—poeH—ecy. The

adj unct teaching certificate shall be used for part-tine

teaching positions. The intent of this provision is to allow
school districts to tap the wealth of talent and expertise
represented in Florida's citizens who nmay wish to teach
part-tine in a Florida public school by permtting school
districts to issue adjunct certificates. Adjunct
certificatehol ders shoul d be used as a strategy to reduce the
t eacher shortage; thus, adjunct certificatehol ders shoul d
suppl erent a school 's instructional staff, not supplant it.
Each school principal shall assign an experienced peer mnentor
to assist the adjunct teaching certificatehol der during the
certificateholder's first year of teaching, and an adjunct
certificateholder may participate in a district's new teacher
49
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training program D strict school boards shall provide the

adj unct teaching certificateholder an orientation in classroom
managenent prior to assigning the certificateholder to a
school . Each adjunct teaching certificate is valid for 5

school years and is renewable if:

(a) The applicant conpletes a minimumof 60 inservice
points or 3 senester hours of college credit. The earned
credits must include instruction in classroom nanagenent,

di strict school board procedures, school culture, and other
activities that enhance the professional teaching skills of
the certificatehol der.

(b) The applicant has received satisfactory
performance eval uati ons during each year of teaching under
adj unct teaching certification

Section 23. Subsection (13) is added to section
1013.03, Florida Statutes, to read:

1013. 03 Functions of the departnent.--The functions of
the Departnent of Education as it pertains to educationa
facilities shall include, but not be limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(13) By October 1, 2003, reviewall rules related to

school construction to identify requirenents that are

out dat ed, obsol ete, unnecessary, or otherw se coul d be anended

in order to provide additional flexibility to school districts

to comply with the constitutional class size nmaxi num descri bed

in s. 1003.03(1) and nmake recommrendati ons concerni ng such

rules to the State Board of Education. The State Board of

Educati on shall act on such recommendati ons by Decenber 31

2003.

Section 24. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1)
of section 1013.31, Florida Statutes, to read:
50
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1013.31 Educational plant survey; |ocalized need
assessnent; PECO project funding.--

(1) At least every 5 years, each board shall arrange
for an educational plant survey, to aid in formulating plans
for housing the educational programand student popul ation
faculty, admnistrators, staff, and auxiliary and ancillary
services of the district or campus, including consideration of
the | ocal conprehensive plan. The Ofice of Wrkforce and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent shal | docunent the need for additiona
career and adult education prograns and the continuation of
exi sting progranms before facility construction or renovation
related to career or adult education nmay be included in the
educational plant survey of a school district or comunity
coll ege that delivers career or adult education prograns.
Information used by the O fice of Wrkforce and Econom ¢
Devel opnent to establish facility needs nust include, but need
not be limted to, |abor market data, needs anal ysis, and
information submtted by the school district or community
col | ege.

(d)  Periodic update of Florida Inventory of Schoo

Houses. --School districts shall periodically update their

inventory of educational facilities as new capacity becones

avai lable and as unsatisfactory space is elimnated. The State

Board of Education shall adopt rules to determne the

tineframe in which districts nust provide a periodi c update.

Section 25. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and
subsections (2) and (3) of section 1002.37, Florida Statutes,
are anended, subsections (4), (5), and (6) are renunbered as
subsections (5), (6) and (7), respectively, and new
subsections (3) and (4) are added to that section to read:

1002.37 The Horida Virtual School . --

51
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(1)(b) The mssion of the Florida Virtual School is to
provi de students wi th technol ogy-based educati ona
opportunities to gain the knowl edge and skills necessary to
succeed and to award hi gh school diplomas pursuant to s.
1003.43 (9). The school shall serve any student in the state

who neets the profile for success in this educational delivery

context and shall give priority to:

1. Student enrolled in traditional public schoo

classes that are not in conpliance with the maxi mum cl ass

sizes provided in s. 1000.03.

2. Students enrolled as full-tinme students in the

Florida Virtual School and seeking a high school diploma

awarded by the Florida Virtual School

(3).3% Students who need expanded access to courses in
order to neet their educational goals, such as hone education
students and students in +arer——et+ty—and rural and other public

hi gh school s who do not have access to higher-1|evel courses.
4.2~ Students seeking accel erated access in order to

obtain a high school diploma at | east one senester early.

The board of trustees of the Florida Virtual School shal
identify appropriate performance neasures and standards based
on student achi evenment that reflect the school's statutory
mssion and priorities, and shall inplenent an accountability
systemfor the school that includes assessnent of its
effectiveness and efficiency in providing quality services

t hat encourage hi gh student achi evenent, seaniess
articulation, and maxi mum access.

(2) The Florida Virtual School shall be governed by a
board of trustees conprised of seven nenbers appointed by the
Covernor to 4-year staggered ternms. The board of trustees

52
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shall be a public agency entitled to sovereign i mmunity
pursuant to s. 768.28, and board nenbers shall be public
officers who shall bear fiduciary responsibility for the
Florida Virtual School. The board of trustees shall have the
foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(a)1l. The board of trustees shall neet at |east 4
ti mes each year, upon the call of the chair, or at the request
of a majority of the nenbership.

2. The fiscal year for the Florida Virtual School
shall be the state fiscal year as provided in s.
216.011(1) (o).

(b) The board of trustees shall be responsible for the
Florida Virtual School's devel opnent of a state-of-the-art
t echnol ogy- based education delivery systemthat is
cost-effective, educationally sound, narketable, and capable

of sustaining a self-sufficient delivery systemthrough the

Fl ori da Educati on Fi nance Program—by—fiscatl—year—2603-—2604--

(c) The board of trustees shall aggressively seek

avenues to generate revenue to support its future endeavors,
and shall enter into agreenments with distance | earning
provi ders. The board of trustees may acquire, enjoy, use, and
di spose of patents, copyrights, and trademarks and any
l'icenses and other rights or interests thereunder or therein.
Omnership of all such patents, copyrights, trademarks
licenses, and rights or interests thereunder or therein shal
vest in the state, with the board of trustees having ful
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right of use and full right to retain the revenues derived
therefrom Any funds realized frompatents, copyrights,

trademarks, or licenses shall be considered internal funds as

provided in s. 1011.07. Such funds shall be used to support
the school's marketing and research and devel opment activities
in order to inprove courseware and services to its students.

(d) The board of trustees shall be responsible for the

admnistration and control of all |ocal school funds derived

fromall activities or sources and shall prescribe the

princi pl es and procedures to be followed in adm nistering

t hese funds. annvaty—prepare—ant—subm-t—to—the—StateBeard—of
. Feaishati I et : .

(e) The Florida Virtual School may accrue suppl enenta

revenue from suppl emental support organi zations, which

include, but are not limted to, alumi associ ations,

foundati ons, parent-teacher associ ations, and booster

associ ations. The governi ng body of each suppl enental support

organi zati on shall recommend the expendi ture of noneys

col l ected by the organi zation for the benefit of the school

Such expendi tures shall be contingent upon the review of the

executive director. The executive director nmay override any

proposed expendi ture of the organi zati on that would violate

Florida | aw or breach sound educati onal nanagenent .
54
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(f)fey In accordance with law and rules of the State

Board of Education, the board of trustees shall adm nister and
mai ntai n personnel progranms for all enployees of the board of
trustees and the Florida Virtual School. The board of trustees
nmay adopt rules, policies, and procedures related to the
appoi nt ment, enployment, and renoval of personnel

1. The board of trustees shall deternine the
conmpensation, including salaries and fringe benefits, and
ot her conditions of enployment for such personnel

2. The board of trustees may establish and naintain a
personnel |oan or exchange program by which persons enpl oyed
by the board of trustees for the Florida Virtual School as
academ c admi nistrative and instructional staff may be | oaned
to, or exchanged with persons enployed in |ike capacities by,
public agencies either within or without this state, or by
private industry. Wth respect to public agency enpl oyees, the
program aut hori zed by this subparagraph shall be consi stent
with the requirenents of part Il of chapter 112. The sal ary
and benefits of board of trustees personnel participating in
the I oan or exchange program shall be continued during the
period of time they participate in a | oan or exchange program
and such personnel shall be deenmed to have no break in
credi tabl e or continuous service or enployment during such
tinme. The salary and benefits of persons participating in the
personnel |oan or exchange programwho are enpl oyed by public
agencies or private industry shall be paid by the originating
enpl oyers of those participants, and such personnel shall be
deenmed to have no break in creditable or continuous service or
enpl oynent during such time.

3. The enploynent of all Florida Virtual Schoo
academ c admi nistrative and instructional personnel shall be

55
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subject to rejection for cause by the board of trustees, and
shall be subject to policies of the board of trustees relative
to certification, tenure, |eaves of absence, sabbaticals,
remuneration, and such other conditions of enployment as the
board of trustees deens necessary and proper, not inconsistent
with | aw

4. Each person enpl oyed by the board of trustees in an
academ c administrative or instructional capacity with the
Florida Virtual School shall be entitled to a contract as
provided by rules of the board of trustees.

5. Al enpl oyees except tenporary, seasonal, and
student enpl oyees nmay be state enpl oyees for the purpose of
being eligible to participate in the Florida Retirement System
and receive benefits. The classification and pay plan,
including termnal |eave and other benefits, and any
amendnments thereto, shall be subject to review and approval by
t he Departnent of Managenent Services and the Executive Ofice
of the Governor prior to adoption. ta—the—event—that—the—board

: R :
EhiS Seetie“ belele app|0°a| iS ebtaiHEd, e“pleyees Shall be
conpensated—purstant—to—the—systemin—efHect—for—the—enptoyees
of—the—fsecal—agent.

(9 The board of trustees shall establish
priorities for adm ssion of students in accordance with
par agraph (1) (b).

(h)g» The board of trustees shall establish and
distribute to all school districts and high schools in the
state procedures for enrollnent of students in courses offered
by the Florida Virtual School. Sueh—procedures—shat-—be

. L I i I he i :
et : i Hre-
56
7:32 PM 04/ 24/ 03 $2296. ed22. 1b




© 00 N o o b~ W N

W W N N N N N D N NN DN P PP PR R R RR Rk
R O © 00 N O 0o A W N P O © 0N O o W N R O

SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2296
Amendrment No. _~ Barcode 121788

(i) The board of trustees shall establish criteria

defining the el enents of an approved franchi se. The board of

trustees may enter into franchi se agreenents with Florida

district school boards and nay establish the terns and

condi tions governing such agreenents. The board of trustees

shall establish the performance and accountability measures

and report the performance of each school district franchise

to the Commi ssioner of Education

(j)thyr The board of trustees shall anrndaty submit to

the State Board of Education both forecasted and act ual

enrollnents and credit conpletions for the Florida Virtua

School, according to procedures established by the State Board
of Education. At a mninmum such procedures must include the
nunber of public, private, and hone education students served
by program and by county of residencedi-striet.

(Kt The board of trustees shall provide for the

content and custody of student and enpl oyee personnel records.
Student records shall be subject to the provisions of s.

1002. 22. Enpl oyee records shall be subject to the provisions
of s. 1012. 31.

(1) The financial records and accounts of the
Florida Virtual School shall be naintained under the direction
of the board of trustees and under rules adopted by the State
Board of Education for the uniformsystemof financial records

and accounts for the schools of the state.

The Governor shall designate the initial chair of the board of

trustees to serve a termof 4 years. Menbers of the board of

trustees shall serve without conpensation, but may be

rei nbursed for per diemand travel expenses pursuant to s.

112. 061. The board of trustees shall be a body corporate with
57
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all the powers of a body corporate and such authority as is
needed for the proper operation and inprovenent of the Fl orida
Virtual School. The board of trustees is specifically
aut hori zed to adopt rules, policies, and procedures,
consistent with law and rules of the State Board of Education
related to governance, personnel, budget and finance,
adm nistration, prograns, curriculumand instruction, travel
and purchasi ng, technol ogy, students, contracts and grants,
and property as necessary for optinmal, efficient operation of
the Florida Virtual School. Tangi bl e personal property owned
by the board of trustees shall be subject to the provisions of
chapter 273.

(3) Funding for the Florida Virtual School shall be

provi ded as foll ows:

(a) A "full-tinme equivalent student" for the Florida

Virtual School is one student who has successfully conpl eted

six credits that shall count toward the m ni nrum nunber of

credits required for high school graduation. A student who

conpletes less than six credits shall be a fraction of a

full-tinme equivalent student. Half credit conpletions shall be

included in determning a full-tinme equival ent student. Cedit

conpl eted by a student in excess of the mninumrequired for

that student for high school graduation is not eligible for

f undi ng.
(b) Full-tinme equival ent student credit conpleted

through the Florida Virtual School, including credits

conpl eted during the sumer, shall be reported to the

Depart nent of Education in the nmanner prescribed by the

departnent _and shall be funded through the Florida Educati on

Fi nance Pr ogram

(c) School districts may not limt student access to
58
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courses offered through the Florida Virtual School

(d) Full-tine equival ent student credit conpletion for

courses offered through the Florida Virtual School shall be

reported only by the Florida Virtual School. School districts

shall report full-tine equival ent student nenbership only for

courses for which the district provides the instruction

(e) The district cost differential as provided in s.

1011.62(2) shall be established as 1.000.

(f) The Florida Virtual School shall receive funds for

operating purposes in an anount deternm ned as foll ows:

nultiply the nmaxi mum al | owabl e nonvot ed discretionary nill age

for operations pursuant to s. 1011.71(1) by the val ue of 95

percent of the current vear's taxable value for schoo

pur poses for the state; divide the result by the tota

full-tinme equivalent nenbership of the state; and multiply the

result by the full-tine equival ent nmenbership of the school

The amount thus obtai ned shall be discretionary operating

funds and shall be appropriated fromstate funds in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act.

(g) The Florida Virtual School shall receive

additional state funds as may be provided in the Genera

Appropriations Act.

(h) In addition to the funds provided in the CGenera

Appropriations Act, the Florida Virtual School may receive

other funds fromgrants and donati ons.
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(4) School districts operating a virtual school that

is an approved franchise of the Florida Virtual School nay

count full-tinme equival ent students, as provided in paragraph

3)(a). if such school has been certified as an approved

franchi se by the Commi ssi oner of Education based on criteria

establ i shed by the board of trustees pursuant to paragraph
2)(i).

Section 26. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section

1011.61, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1011.61 Definitions.--Notwithstandi ng the provisions
of s. 1000.21, the following terns are defined as follows for
t he purposes of the Fl orida Educati on Finance Program

(1) A "full-tine equivalent student" in each program
of the district is defined in ternms of full-time students and
part-tine students as foll ows:

(c)1. A "full-time equival ent student” is:

a. Afull-tine student in any one of the prograns
listed ins. 1011.62(1)(c); or

b. A conbination of full-time or part-time students in
any one of the prograns listed in s. 1011.62(1)(c) which is
the equival ent of one full-time student based on the follow ng
cal cul ati ons:

(1) Afull-tinme student, except a postsecondary or
adult student or a senior high school student enrolled in
adul t education when such courses are required for high school
graduation, in a conbination of prograns listed in s.
1011.62(1) (c) shall be a fraction of a full-tine equival ent

nmenbership i n each special programequal to the nunber of net

hours per school year for which he or she is a nenber, divided
60
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by the appropriate nunber of hours set forth in subparagraph
(a)1. or subparagraph (a)2. The difference between that
fraction or sumof fractions and the maxi mumval ue as set
forth in subsection (4) for each full-tinme student is presuned
to be the balance of the student's time not spent in such
speci al education prograns and shall be recorded as time in
t he appropriate basic program

(1) A prekindergarten handi capped student shall neet
the requirenents specified for kindergarten students.

(111) A Florida Virtual School full-tine equival ent

student shall consist of six full credit conpletions in the

programs listed in s. 1011.62(1)(c)1l. and 4. Cedit

conpl eti ons can be a conbination of either full credits or

half credits.

2. A student in nmenbership in a program schedul ed for
nore or less than 180 school days is a fraction of a full-tinme
equi val ent nenbership equal to the nunber of instructiona
hours in menbershi p divided by the appropriate nunber of hours
set forth in subparagraph (a)l.; however, for the purposes of
t hi s subpar agraph, nenbership in prograns schedul ed for nore
than 180 days is limted to students enrolled in juvenile

justice education prograns and the Florida Virtual School

The departnent shall deternine and inplenment an equitable

nmet hod of equival ent funding for experinental schools and for
school s operati ng under emergency conditions, which schools
have been approved by the departnment to operate for |ess than
t he m ni mum school day.

Section 27. Florida Business and Education in School

Toget her (Fl orida BEST) Program --

(1) In order to increase business partnerships in
61
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education, to reduce school and cl assroom overcrowdi ng

throughout the state, and to offset the high costs of

educational facilities construction, the Leqislature intends

to encourage the formati on of partnershi ps between busi ness

and education by creating the Florida Busi ness and Educati on

in School Together (Florida BEST) Program

(2) Each school board shall through advertisenents in

local nmedia and other neans request proposals fromarea

busi nesses to allow the operation of a business and education

partnership school in facilities owed or operated by the

busi ness.

(3) Each school district shall establish a Florida

BEST school eval uation conmttee.

(a) The committee shall be appointed by the school

board and be conposed of one school district adm nistrator, at

| east one nenber of the business community, and at | east one

nenber of a local chanber of commerce

(b) The commttee shall evaluate the feasibility of

each proposal, including the operating cost. nunber of

students to be served, proposed student-to-teacher ratio,

proposed nunber of vears the satellite school woul d operate,

and any other operational or facilities considerations the

school board or conmittee deens appropriate.

(c) The committee shall recommend to the school board

those proposals for satellite schools the comittee deens

viable and worthy of being established. The school board nust

take official action on the recommendati on of the commttee

within 60 days after receipt of the recommendati on

(4) A "Florida Business and Education in School

Toget her (Florida BEST) school" is defined as a public school

offering instruction to students from ki ndergarten through
62
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third grade. The school may offer instruction in any single

grade level or for multiple grade | evels. Florida BEST schools

shall conply with the constitutional class size requirenents.

(a) First priority for adm ssion of students to the

Fl ori da BEST school shall be given to the children of owners

and enpl oyees of the host business. |f additional student

capacity remains after those children are admtted, the host

busi ness may choose whi ch ot her nei ghbori ng busi nesses nay

also participate to generate a vi able nunber of students for

the school. The school board shall nake the necessary

arrangenents to acconmodate students from ot her schoo

districts whose parents are associated with the host business

or _busi ness partners.

(b) Parents shall be responsible for providing

transportation to and fromschool for the students.

(5) A nultiyear contract for operation of the Florida

BEST school may be entered into between the school district

and the host busi ness. The contract nmust at |east include

provisions relating to any cost of facilities nodifications,

provide for the assignnent or waiver of appropriate insurance

costs, specify the nunber of students expected to be served,

provide grounds for canceling the | ease, and specify the

advance notice required before the school may be cl osed.

(a) The school board shall be responsible for

providing the appropriate instructional, support, and

admnistrative staff and textbooks, materials, and supplies.

The school district may al so agree to operate or contract for

the operation of a before school and after school program

usi ng the donated facilities.

(b) The host busi ness shall provide the appropriate

tvpes of space for operating the school. If specia
63
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facilities, such as restroons or dining, recreational, or

other areas are required, the district may contribute a part

of the cost of the construction, renodeling. or renovation for

such facilities fromcapital outlay funds of the district. A

nul ti year | ease for operation of the facility nust be agreed

to if the school district contributes to the cost of such

construction

Section 28. Notwi thstandi ng any | ocal gover nnent

ordi nance or regulation, any business or corporation nay

expand the square footage or floor area of its current or

proposed facility to accoombdate a Fl ori da Busi nhess and

Education in School Together (Florida BEST) school. Facilities

constructed to house a Florida BEST school nust conply with

the State UniformBuil ding Code for Educational Facilities

Constructi on adopted pursuant to section 1013.37, Florida

Statutes, and nust neet state and |l ocal health, environmental

and safety | aws and codes.
Section 29. Subsection (13) of section 1002. 33,
Florida Statutes, as created by section 98 of ch. 2002-387,

Laws of Florida; section 1012.41, Florida Statutes, as created

by section 716 of chapter 2002-387, Laws of Florida; section

1013.21, Florida Statutes, as created by section 815 of
chapt er 2002-387, Laws of Florida; and section 1013. 43,

Florida Statutes, as created by section 842 of chapter

2002-387, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.

Section 30. Subsection (13) is added to section
216.292, Florida Statutes, to read:
216.292 Appropriations nontransferabl e; exceptions.--

(13) The Executive Ofice of the CGovernor shal

transfer funds from appropriations for public schoo

operations to a fixed capital outlay appropriation for class
64
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si ze reduction based on recommendati ons of the Florida

Educat i on Fi nance Program Appropriation Al | ocation Conference

or the Leqgislative Budget Conmm SSion pursuant to s.

1003.03(4)(a). This subsection is subject to the notice and

revi ew provisions of s. 216.177.

Section 31. Subsection (1) of section 1003.62, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

1003. 62 Charter school districts pilot program--The
State Board of Education is authorized to enter into a
performance contract with up to six district school boards for
t he purpose of establishing themas charter school districts.
The State Board of Education shall give priority to
H Il sborough and Vol usia Counti es upon the subm ssion of a
conpl eted precharter agreenment or charter proposal for a
charter school district. The purpose of this pilot programis
to exam ne a new rel ati onship between the State Board of
Educati on and district school boards that nay produce
significant inprovements in student achi evenent and school
nmanagenent, while conplying with constitutional requirenents
assigned to each entity.

(1) CHARTER DI STRICT.--A charter school district is a
school district in Florida in which the district school board
has submtted and the State Board of Education has approved a
charter proposal that exchanges statutory and rul e exenption
for agreenment to neet performance goals in the proposal. The
charter school district shall be chartered for 3 years, at the
end of which the performance shall be evaluated. The State

Board of Education shall use the criteria approved in the

charter application to renew the charter of any schoo

district designated as a charter school district prior to June

30, 2003. A school district in which a mni numof 50 percent
65
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of the schools earn a grade of "A' or "B' and in which no

school earns a grade of "D' or "F' pursuant to s. 1008. 34(2)

is eligible to be designated as a charter school district.

School s that receive a grade of "I" or "N' shall not be

included in this calculation. The perfornance contract for a

school district that earns a charter based on school grades

shall be predicated upon at |l east half the schools in the

district maintaining a grade of "A' or "B' and no school

earning a grade of "D' or "F." The charter for a schoo

district that qualifies based on school grades applies for 2

full school years after qualification and shall be extended by

1 vear for each year that the district continues to qualify

based on the school grades within the district. If a schoo

within a district that has qualified based on school grades

receives a grade of "D' or "F," the charter may not be

extended or renewed until the district again neets the

qualifications set forth in the act.

Section 32. |f any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of

the act which can be given effect without the invalid

provi sion or application, and to this end the provisions of

this act are severable.

Section 33. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2003, and the
changes effected by this act to the Deferred Retirement Option
Program shal | take effect June 1, 2003.

TI' TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:
66
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Oh page 1, line 17, delete that line

and insert:
funds; amending s. 220.187, F.S.; increasing
the total anount of tax credit which may be
granted each state fiscal year; allowi ng tax
credits to be carried forward; providing for
t he schol arshi p anounts awarded to be annually
adj usted based on the percentage change in the
Consuner Price Index; creating s. 220. 1875,
F.S.; establishing a programfor contributions
to nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati ons
to be used for dependent children of mlitary
personnel ; providing for tax credits that may
be granted each fiscal year for such
contributions; providing requirenments and
limtations; anending s. 220.02, F. S
providing for the order of tax credits;
amendi ng s. 220.13, F.S.; providing an add- back
to adjusted federal incomre; inplementing
Amendrent 9 to the State Constitution (Novenber
2002 el ection); anmending s. 1003.01, F.S.
defining the terms "core-curricula courses" and
"extracurricul ar courses”; anending s. 1003. 03,
F.S.; establishing the constitutional class
size maxi mum providing for the determnation
of averages; providing for the departnent to
cal cul at e averages based upon student
nmenber shi p surveys; providing inpl ementation
options for school districts; providing
accountability for the class size reduction

67
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neasures; providing that a district schoo
board that fails to conply w th maxi mum cl ass
size requirenents is subject to suspension by
the Governor; creating s. 1011.685, F.S.
establ i shing an operating categorical fund for
i mpl ementi ng cl ass size reduction; providing
for the use of the funds by school districts;
creating s. 1013.735, F.S.; establishing the
C assroons for Kids Program providing for the
al l ocation of funds; providing requirenents for
district participation in the program
providing for the use of the funds; creating s.
1013.736, F. S.; establishing the District
Equity Recognition Program providing for
eligibility for school district participation
establishing a district equity ratio for
purposes of calculating the allocation for the
program providing for the use of the funds;
creating s. 1013.737, F.S.; establishing the
O ass Size Reduction Lottery Revenue Bond
Program authorizing the issuance of revenue
bonds to finance or refinance the construction
acqui sition, reconstruction, or renovation of
educational facilities; providing |egislative
findings; specifying that the bonds are payable
fromfirst proceeds of lottery revenues
transferred to the Educati onal Enhancenent
Trust Fund; establishing a covenant with
bondhol ders to not materially and adversely
affect their rights; providing for issuance of
t he bonds by the D vision of Bond Fi nance on
68
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behal f of the Departnent of Education; liniting
the total anmount of such bonds issued;
providing for deposit of bond proceeds in the
Lottery Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust
Fund; providing for the filing of conplaints
for validation; providing for tinmely
encunbrances of funds for authorized projects;
amending s. 24.121, F.S.; renoving limtations
on lottery revenues that may be pledged to the
paynment of debt service; amending s. 121.091
F.S.; authorizing instructional personnel who
recei ve authorization to extend participation
in the Deferred Retirenment Qopti on Program
amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; clarifying
provi si ons concerni ng a school -wi t hi n-a-school
amendi ng s. 1003.02, F. S.; requiring schoo
districts to notify parents of accel eration
nmechani sns; elimnating a cross-reference to
conformto changes made by the act; anending s.
1003.43, F.S.; renoving the requirenment that a
i fe managenent course be offered during the
9th and 10th grade years; amending s. 1003. 436,
F.S.; reducing the nunber of hours required for
one full credit for district schools
i mpl enenti ng bl ock schedul i ng; amendi ng s.
1011.62, F.S.; renoving a date limtation to
provide for categorical flexibility; amending
s. 1011.69, F.S.; deleting obsol ete provisions;
revising allocation anount to average percent
of funds generated; revising the exenption for
certain charter schools; providing that

69
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C assroons for Kids operating categorial funds
are not subject to provisions requiring equity
in school funding; anmending s. 1012.56, F.S.
revising the tine period for an authorized
staterment of status of eligibility for educator
certification requirenents; anendi ng
requirenents for mastery of general know edge
for a teaching certificate; revising
requirenents for nmastery of subject area

know edge; revising requirements for mastery of
pr of essi onal conpetence; anmending s. 1012.57,
F.S.; requiring district school boards to adopt
rules to allow for the issuance of adjunct
educator certificates; amending s. 1013. 03,
F.S.; requiring the Departnent of Education to
reviewrules relating to school construction
and make recommendations to the State Board of
Educati on; amending s. 1013.31, F.S.; requiring
school districts to periodically update the

i nventory of educational facilities; anending
s. 1002.37, F.S.; revising priorities of the
Florida Virtual School; providing that certain
funds are internal funds; authorizing

suppl ement al support organi zation; revising
adm ni strative responsibilities regarding
funding and reporting requirenments for the
board of trustees of the Florida Virtua

School ; authorizing franchi se agreenents;
providing for funding the Florida Virtua

School within the Florida Education Fi nance
Program providing for funding based on credit

70
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compl etion; providing a cal cul ation

el imnating obsol ete provisions; anending s.
1011.61, F.S.; redefining the term"full-time
equi val ent student" to include a Florida
Virtual School student; providing for

nmenber ship to exceed certai n maxi num days of
instruction; creating the Florida Business and
Educati on in School Together (Florida BEST)
Program requiring school districts to seek
busi ness partners for Florida BEST school s;
requiri ng each school district to create a

Fl ori da BEST school eval uation committee;
defining a "Florida Business and Education in
School Toget her (Florida BEST) school "
providing for priority in adm ssion of

students; providing parental responsibility;
providing for contracts to operate Florida BEST
school s; providing school district and business
responsibilities for Florida BEST school s;
provi di ng exenptions fromlocal governnment

ordi nances or regulations relating to square
footage or floor area; repealing ss.

1002. 33(13), 1012.41, 1013.21, and 1013. 43,
F.S., relating to nunber of charter schools,
directors of career and technical education
reduction of relocatable facilities in use, and
the small school requirerent; anending s.
216.292, F.S.; requiring the Executive Ofice
of the CGovernor to transfer funds for class

si ze reduction based on recommendations of the
Fl ori da Educati on Fi nance Program Appropriation

71
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Al l ocation Conference or the Legislative Budget
Commi ssion; requiring notice and revi ew,
amending s. 1003.62, F.S.; providing additiona
criteria for the establishment of a charter
school district; providing for renewal of the
charter; providing for severability; providing

effecti ve dates.

WHEREAS, in 1998 the voters approved an anendnent to
Section 1, Article I X of the State Constitution that required
the Legislature to establish by law a uniform efficient,
safe, secure, and high-quality systemof free public schools
that allows students to obtain a high-quality education, and

WHEREAS, in 2002 the voters of Florida approved a
further amendnent to Section 1, Article | X of the State
Constitution to assure that students obtain a high-quality
education, and

WHEREAS, the voters defined a high-quality education
as, by 2010 a prekindergarten through grade 3 core-curricul a
class size of no nore than 18 students assigned to a teacher
a grade 4 through grade 8 core-curricula class size of no nore
than 22 students assigned to a teacher, and a grade 9 through
grade 12 core-curricula class size of no nore than 25 students
assigned to a teacher, and

WHEREAS, Section 1, Article I X of the State
Constitution further requires that such reduced cl ass sizes be
acconpl i shed through a systemthat is both efficient and
uni form and

WHEREAS, there are a nunber of ways that the
Legi sl ature coul d inpl enent the provisions of Arendment 9 to
Section 1, Article I X of the State Constitution, and

72
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WHEREAS, the Legi sl ature has chosen to focus on student
achi evenent, provide clarity of goals, allowflexibility to
reach those goals, recognize issues relating to equity of
i mpl ementation, and require accountability to nmeet the

standards set forth in the State Constitution, NON THEREFORE,
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