Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2444
By Senator Siplin

19-1201- 03

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to peat nining; anending s.

3 373.414, F.S.; providing requirenents for

4 wet |l ands reclamation activities for peat mning

5 to be considered appropriate mtigation

6 anending s. 378.403, F.S.; defining the term

7 "peat" for purposes of the Resource Extraction

8 Recl amation Act; creating s. 378.705, F.S.

9 providing legislative findings with respect to

10 t he excavation of peat from wetlands and the

11 reclamati on of those lands; requiring notice to
12 the Secretary of Environnental Protection of a

13 new peat m ne begi nning operations after a

14 specified date; providing requirenents for the

15 notice; requiring the Departnment of

16 Envi ronnmental Protection to adopt specific

17 reclamation standards by rule; requiring

18 reclamati on be conpleted within a specified

19 period; providing for final agency action under
20 alife-of-the-mne pernit; providing an
21 ef fective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (6) of
26 | section 373.414, Florida Statutes, to read:
27 373.414 Additional criteria for activities in surface
28 | waters and wetl ands. - -
29 (6)
30 (e) Wetlands reclamation activities for peat nining
31 | undertaken pursuant to chapter 378 shall be consi dered
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1| appropriate nitigation under this part if those reclanation

2| activities result in water quality and ecol ogi cal val ue

3| present at the site that are equal to or greater than existed
4 | before the commencenent of mining activities.

5 Section 2. Subsection (19) is added to section

6| 378.403, Florida Statutes, to read:

7 378.403 Definitions.--As used in this part:

8 (19) "Peat" neans a naturally occurring substance

9| derived prinmarily fromplant materials in a range of

10 | deconposi ng conditions and formed in a water-saturated

11 | environnent.

12 Section 3. Section 378.705, Florida Statutes, is

13 | created to read:

14 378.705 Peat. --

15 (1) The Legislature finds that, if perforned properly,
16 | the excavation of peat fromwetlands or other surface waters
17 | conbined with the reclamation of those | ands can nmaintain or
18 | i nprove the ecol ogical value of those | ands by creating varied
19 | open-water aquatic habitat beneficial for fish, wildlife, and
20 | species listed as threatened or endangered. The Legi sl ature
21| also finds that peat mining by its very nature nust
22 | necessarily occur in wetlands or other surface waters. The
23| Legislature intends by this section to authorize specific
24 | reclamation and pernitting standards for peat mning,
25 | recogni zing its uniquely wetl and-dependent nature and ensuring
26 | that areas are properly reclained after peat extraction to
27 | provi de val uabl e wetl and and ecol ogi cal functions, though not
28 | necessarily the functions occurring prior to peat extraction
29 (2)(a) An operator may not begin the process of peat
30| extraction at a new nine without notifying the secretary of
31| the intention to mne.
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(b) The term"new nmine," for the purposes of this

section, neans a mine where the operator begins the clearing

of land for mning on or after July 1, 2003.

(c) The operator's notice of intent to nmine nust

i ncl ude, but need not be limted to:

1. Any naps and other supporting docunents as are

required by the departnent.

2. The operator's tinme schedul e that assures that the

reclamati on process is achieved in a tinely nmanner

3. The operator's estimated life of the nine.

4. The operator's conceptual reclanation plan.

(3)(a) The departnent, by rule, shall adopt specific

reclamati on standards for peat nining. These recl anmation

standards shall recogni ze that peat mining inherently nust

occur in wetlands and that reclamati on can create diverse and

beneficial habitats not necessarily identical to existing

conditions. These reclamati on standards shall al so specify the

required data, forns, and other information for the notice of

intent to m ne.

(b) Reclanmation activities shall be conducted in a

manner that has mniml |ong-term adverse inpacts on surface

wat er and groundwater resources, wildlife, and adjacent |ands.

(c) Reclanmation of the land, including a conplete

growi ng season for revegetation, shall be conpleted within 2

years after the mining operation associated with peat

extraction.
(4) The departnent shall adopt anendnents to its rules

aut hori zed under part |V of chapter 373 to conform such rul es

to the reclanmation rul es adopted under this section when

applied to peat nning.

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




oo

a ggnate - 2003 SB 2444

1 (5) An operator of a new peat nine may request, and

2| the departnment nay review and take final agency action on

3|life-of-the-mne pernits pursuant to s. 378.901

4 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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7 SENATE SUMVARY

8 Provides reclamation and nitigation requirenents for peat
m nes. Requires that the Secretary of Environnenta
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10 Dgpartnent of EnvironnentaY Prot ecti on 90 adopt specific

11 reclamation standards by rule. (See bill for details.)
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