Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 2446

By the Commttee on Children and Fanilies; and Senat or
sserman Schul tz

300- 2408-03

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child care; anendi ng s.

3 402.305, F.S.; revising inservice training

4 requirenents for child care personnel

5 requiring training in early literacy and

6 | anguage devel opnent; anmending s. 402.312

7 F.S.; providing grounds for injunctive relief

8 against famly day care hones or large famly

9 child care homes; providing penalties; anmending

10 s. 402.313, F.S.; requiring annual training and

11 an annual health and safety hone inspection

12 self-evaluation by famly day care hone

13 operators; requiring training in early literacy

14 and | anguage devel opnent; anending s. 402.3131

15 F.S.; requiring annual training of operators of

16 large fanily child care hones; requiring

17 training in early literacy and | anguage

18 devel opnent; providing an effective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
23| 402. 305, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
24 402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities.--
25 (2) PERSONNEL. --M ni rum standards for child care
26 | personnel shall include m ninmumrequirenents as to:
27 (d) Mnimumtraining requirenents for child care
28 | personnel
29 1. Such mninmum standards for training shall ensure
30| that all child care personnel take an approved 40-cl ock-hour
31
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i ntroductory course in child care, which course covers at
| east the follow ng topic areas

a. State and local rules and regul ati ons whi ch govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help skills
devel opnent.

e. (pbservation of devel opnental behaviors, including
using a checklist or other simlar observation tools and
techniques to determ ne the child' s devel opnental age |evel.

f. Specialized areas, including conputer technol ogy
for professional and classroomuse and early literacy and

| anguage devel opnent of children frombirth to 5 years of age,

as determ ned by the departnent, for owner-operators and child
care personnel of a child care facility.

Wthin 90 days after enploynent, child care personnel shal
begin training to neet the training requirenents. Child care
personnel shall successfully conplete such training within 1
year after the date on which the training began, as evidenced
by passage of a conpetency exam nation. Successful conpletion
of the 40-cl ock-hour introductory course shall articulate into
community college credit in early chil dhood education
pursuant to ss. 1007.24 and 1007.25. Exenption fromall or a
portion of the required training shall be granted to child
care personnel based upon educational credentials or passage
of conpetency exam nations. Child care personnel possessing a
2-year degree or higher that includes 6 college credit hours
in early chil dhood devel opment or child growth and
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1| devel opnent, or a child devel opnment associate credential or an
2 | equi val ent state-approved child devel opnment associ ate

3| credential, or a child devel opnent associ ate wai ver

4 | certificate shall be automatically exenpted fromthe training
5] requirenents in sub-subparagraphs b., d., and e.

6 2. The introductory course in child care shall stress,
7] to the extent possible, an interdisciplinary approach to the
8 | study of children

9 3. On an annual basis in order to further their child
10| care skills and, if appropriate, adnmnistrative skills, child
11 | care personnel who have fulfilled the requirenents for the

12 | child care training shall be required to take an additional 1
13 | continui ng educati on unit appreved—8—ctock—thours of approved
14 | inservice training,or 10 clock hours of an equival ent

15| training,as determnmined by the departnent.

16 4, Child care personnel shall be required to conplete
171 0.5 continuing education unit of approved training or 5 clock
18 | hours of equivalent training, as deternined by the departnent,
19 in early literacy and | anguage devel opnent of children from
20| birth to 5 years of age one tinme. The year that this training
21| is conpleted, it shall fulfill the 0.5 continuing education
22 | unit or 5 clock hours of the annual training required in
23 | subparagraph 3.
24 5.4 Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
25| child care professionals to provide training of child care
26 | personnel, including onsite training, shall be included in the
27 | mini mum standards. It is recommended that the state community
28 | child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be
29 | contracted by the departnent to coordinate such traini ng when
30 | possible. Oher district educational resources, such as
31| community coll eges and vocational -techni cal prograns, can be
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designated in such areas where central agencies nmay not exi st
or are determned not to have the capability to neet the
coordi nation requirenents set forth by the departnent.

6.5~ Training requirenents shall not apply to certain
occasional or part-tinme support staff, including, but not
limted to, swinmmng instructors, piano teachers, dance
instructors, and gymnastics instructors.

7.6 The department shall evaluate or contract for an
eval uation for the general purpose of deternmining the status
of and neans to inprove staff training requirenents and
testing procedures. The eval uation shall be conducted every 2
years. The eval uation shall include, but not be limted to,
determning the availability, quality, scope, and sources of
current staff training; determning the need for specialty
training; and determ ning ways to increase inservice training
and ways to increase the accessibility, quality, and
cost-effectiveness of current and proposed staff training. The
eval uati on net hodol ogy shall include a reliable and valid
survey of child care personnel

8.7 The child care operator shall be required to take
basic training in serving children with disabilities within 5
years after enploynent, either as a part of the introductory
training or the annual 8 hours of inservice training.

Section 2. Section 402.312, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

402.312 License required; injunctive relief.--

(1) The operation of a child care facility without a
license, a fanily day care hone without a |license or

registration, or alarge fanily child care hone without a

license is prohibited. |f the departnent or the |oca
i censing agency discovers that a child care facility is being
4
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operated without a license, a famly care care hone is being

operated without a license or registration, or a large fanmly

child care hone is being operated without a license,the

departnent or local |icensing agency is authorized to seek an
injunction in the circuit court where the facility is |ocated
to enjoin continued operation of such facility, famly day

care hone, or large fanily child care honme. Wen the court is

closed for the transaction of judicial business, the
departnment or local |icensing agency is authorized to seek an
energency injunction to enjoin continued operation of such
unlicensed facility, unregistered or unlicensed fanily day

care hone, or unlicensed large fanily child care hone, which

i njunction shall be continued, nodified, or revoked on the
next day of judicial business.

(2) Oher grounds for seeking an injunction to close a
child care facility, fanmly day care hone, or a large fanly

child care hone are that:

(a) There is any violation of the standards applied
under ss. 402.301-402.319 which threatens harmto any child in
the child care facility, a famly day care hone, or |large

famly child care hone.

(b) A licensee or registrant has repeatedly viol ated
t he standards provided for under ss. 402.301-402. 319.
(c) Achild care facility, famly day care hone, or

large fanily child care hone continues to have children in

attendance after the closing date established by the
departnent or the local |icensing agency.
(3) The departnent or local |icensing agency nay

i npose an administrative fine on any child care facility,
fam ly day care hone, or large fanily child care hone
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operating without a |icense or registration, consistent with

the provisions of s. 402.310.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
402. 313, Florida Statutes, is anmended, subsections (5) through
(10) are renunbered as subsections (8) through (13),
respectively, and new subsections (5), (6), and (7) are added
to that section, to read

402.313 Famly day care hones. --

(1) Fanmily day care hones shall be licensed under this
act if they are presently being |licensed under an existing
county licensing ordinance, if they are participating in the
subsi di zed child care program or if the board of county
conmi ssioners passes a resolution that fanily day care hones
be licensed. If no county authority exists for the licensing
of a fam |y day care hone, the departnent shall have the
authority to license fanmly day care hones under contract for
t he purchase-of-service systemin the subsidized child care
program

(a) If not subject to license, famly day care hones
shal |l register annually with the departnent, providing the
followi ng information:

1. The nanme and address of the hone.

2. The nane of the operator

3. The nunber of children served

4. Proof of a witten plan to provide at | east one
ot her conpetent adult to be available to substitute for the
operator in an energency. This plan shall include the nane,
address, and tel ephone nunber of the designated substitute.

5. Proof of screening and background checks.
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1 6. Proof of successful conpletion of the 30-hour
2| training course, as evidenced by passage of a conpetency
3 | exanm nation, which shall include:
4 a. State and local rules and regul ations that govern
5| child care
6 b. Health, safety, and nutrition
7 c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.
8 d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
9 |  anguage devel opnent; and cognitive, notor, social, and
10| self-help skills devel opnent.
11 e. (pbservation of devel opnental behaviors, including
12 | using a checklist or other sinmlar observation tools and
13 | techniques to deternmne a child's devel opnental |evel.
14 f. Specialized areas, including early literacy and
15 | | anguage devel opnent of children frombirth to 5 years of age,
16 | as deternmined by the departnent, for owner-operators of famly
17 | day care hones.
18 7. Proof that inmunization records are kept current.
19 8. Proof of conpletion of the required continuing
20 | education units or clock hours.
21 (5) In order to further develop their child care
22 | skills and, if appropriate, their admnistrative skills,
23 | operators of fanmily day care hones shall be required to
24 | conplete an additional 1 continuing education unit of approved
25| training or 10 clock hours of equivalent training, as
26 | determ ned by the departnent, annually.
27 (6) Operators of famly day care hones shall be
28 | required to conplete 0.5 continuing education unit of approved
29 | training in early literacy and | anguage devel opnent of
30| children frombirth to 5 years of age one tine. The year that
31| this training is conpleted, it shall fulfill the 0.5
7
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1| continuing education unit or 5 clock hours of the annua

2| training required in subsection (5).

3 (7) Operators of famly day care hones shall be

4 | required annually to conplete a health and safety hone

5] inspection self-eval uati on checklist devel oped by the

6 | departnent in conjunction with the statew de resource and

7| referral program The conpl eted checklist shall be signed by

8| the operator of the fanily day care hone and provided to

9| parents as certification that basic health and safety

10 | standards are being net.

11 Section 4. Subsections (4) through (6) of section

12 | 402. 3131, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (6)
13 | through (8), respectively, and new subsections (4) and (5) are
14 | added to that section to read:

15 402.3131 Large famly child care hones. --

16 (4) In order to further develop their child care

17 | skills and, if appropriate, their adnmnistrative skills,

18 | operators of large fanmly child care hones who have conpl et ed
19| the required introductory course shall be required to conplete
20| an additional 1 continuing education unit of approved training
21| or 10 clock hours of equivalent training, as determ ned by the
22 | departnent, annually.

23 (5) Operators of large famly child care hones shal

24 | be required to conplete 0.5 continuing education unit of

25 | approved training or 5 clock hours of equivalent training, as
26 | determined by the departnent, in early literacy and | anguage
27 | devel opnent of children frombirth to 5 years of age one tine.
28 | The year that this training is conpleted, it shall fulfill the
291 0.5 continuing education unit or 5 clock hours of the annua

30| training required in subsection (4).

31 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

8
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 2446
300- 2408- 03

1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
2 Senate Bill 2446
3
4 . . .
Provides that the newy added topic of literacy and | anguage
5| devel opnent for_ children birth to 5 %ears of age is one of "the
speci alized trainings available for both child care center
6 | personnel and operaftors of the famly day care hones.
7| Stipulates that the training on literacy and | anguage
8 devel opnent is a training required only one tine.
Al lows for the annual in-service training to be earned through
9| either CEUs or clock hours.
10| Permits the proof of conpletion of the annual  training for
registered fanmly day care hones to include either the CEUs or
11 | cl ock hours.
12 | Requires that the health and safetY honme insBection
sel f-eval uation check |ist as conB eted by the operator of
13 | registered fam |y day care hones be provided to the parents
inStead of to the departnent as part of the annua
14 | registration process.
15| Aut hori zes the Departnent of Children and Fanmilies to seek
|n{unct|ve_rellef if a famly day care hone operates w thout
16 | either a license or a registration or a large famly child
care_hone operates wthout a |icense, or other grounds for
17 | seeking injunctive relief as is currently available for
18 licenséd child care hone exits.
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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