Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2496
By Senator Atwater

25-1347-03 See HB 755
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to teachers; anending s.
3 1012.56, F.S.; revising requirenents for
4 denonstrating mastery of general know edge,
5 subj ect area know edge, and prof essi ona
6 preparation and educati on conpetence for
7 pur poses of certification; revising
8 requirements for tenporary certification
9 anending s. 1012.58, F.S.; revising provisions
10 relating to the Transition to Teachi ng Program
11 expandi ng the programto assist dislocated
12 prof essi onal s and ot her baccal aureate degree
13 hol ders to becone teachers; authorizing teacher
14 preparation prograns for persons with
15 noneducation majors; requiring instruction for
16 mastery of conpetencies; authorizing state and
17 federal funding; providing Transition to
18 Teachi ng Program requirenents; providing an
19 ef fective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Subsections (3), (4), (5), and (6) of
24 | section 1012.56, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
25 1012.56 Educator certification requirenents.--
26 (3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWL.EDGE. - - Accept abl e neans of
27 | denonstrating nastery of general know edge are:
28 (a) Achievenent of passing scores on basic skills
29 | exam nation required by state board rule;
30 (b) Achievenent of passing scores on the College Level
31| Academic Skills Test earned prior to July 1, 2002;
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general—knowedge:
c)teh- A valid standard teaching certificate issued by
another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards; or

(d)fe)y Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by

anot her st at e antd—decurentation—of—2—years—of—econtinuous
et " . . .
. I odi r I r I I F

. . F e on
(4) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOWLEDGE. - - Accept abl e

neans of denonstrating mastery of subject area know edge are:

(a) Achievenent of passing scores on subject area
exam nations required by state board rule;

(b) Conpletion of the subject area specialization
requirenments specified in state board rule and verification of
the attai nment of the essential subject nmatter conpetencies by
the district school superintendent of the enpl oyi ng schoo
district or chief adninistrative officer of the enploying
state-supported or private school for a subject area for which
a subj ect area exanination has not been devel oped and required
by state board rule;

(c) Conpletion of the graduate |evel subject area
speci alization requirenents specified in state board rule for
a subject coverage requiring a master's or higher degree and
achi evenent of a passing score on the subject area exanination
specified in state board rule;

| g tard " L . o
: ; . . .
sttbject—area—knowedge;-
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d) ey A valid standard teaching certificate issued by
another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards; or

(e)tH)> A valid standard teaching certificate issued by

anot her st at e antd—decurentation—of—2—years—of—econtinuous
ot " . . .
e I odi r I r I I F

. . F e on
(5) MASTERY OF PROFESSI ONAL PREPARATI ON AND EDUCATI ON

COVMPETENCE. - - Accept abl e neans of denpnstrating nmastery of
prof essi onal preparation and educati on conpetence are:

(a) Conpletion of an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary educational institution within this
state and achi evenent of a passing score on the professiona
educati on conpetency exanination required by state board rul e;

(b) Conpletion of a teacher preparation programat a
post secondary educational institution outside Florida and
achi evenent of a passing score on the professional education
conpet ency exam nation required by state board rule;

o i o N e . II
I I . . . F F
: . I I . ;
c)teh- A valid standard teaching certificate issued by
another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teaching Standards;

(d)fey A valid standard teaching certificate issued by

anot her st at e antd—decurentation—of—2—years—of—econtinuous
et " . . .
. I odi r I r I I F
. . : e e
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1 (e) ) Conpl etion of professional preparation courses

2| as specified in state board rule, successful conpletion of a
3 | professional education conpetence denonstration program

4 | pursuant to paragraph (7)(b), and achi evenent of a passing

5| score on the professional education conpetency exanination

6| required by state board rule; or

7 (f) tg) Successful conpletion of a professiona

8 | preparation alternative certification and education conpetency
9| program outlined in paragraph (7)(a).

10 (6) TYPES AND TERVS OF CERTI FI CATI ON. - -

11 (a) The Departnent of Education shall issue a

12 | professional certificate for a period not to exceed 5 years to
13 | any applicant who neets all the requirenents outlined in

14 | subsection (2).

15 (b) The departnent shall issue a tenporary certificate
16 | to any applicant who conpletes the requirenents outlined in
17 | paragraphs (2)(a)-(f) and conpletes the subject area content
18 | requirenents specified in state board rule or denonstrates

19 | mastery of subject area know edge pursuant to subsection (4)
20| and hol ds an accredited degree or a degree approved by the

21 | Departnent of Education at the level required for the subject
22 | area specialization in state board rule.

23 (c) The departnent shall issue one nonrenewabl e 2-year
24 | tenporary certificate and one nonrenewabl e 5-year professiona
25| certificate to a qualified applicant who holds a bachelor's
26 | degree in the area of speech-language inpairnment to allow for
27 | conpletion of a naster's degree programin speech-1anguage

28 | i npai rnent.

29

30| Each tenporary certificate is valid for 3 school fiscal years
31| and is nonrenewable. During the validity period of the
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tenporary certificate, all professional preparation and

testing requirenents nust be conpleted to be eligible for the

5-year professional certificate and conti nued enpl oynent.

of—paragraph—{(2(g)—The State Board of Education shall adopt

rules to allow the departnent to extend the validity period of

a tenporary certificate for 2 years when the requirenents for
the professional certificate, not including the requirenent in
paragraph (2)(g), were not conpleted due to the serious
illness or injury of the applicant or other extraordinary
extenuating circunstances. The departnent shall reissue the
tenporary certificate for 2 additional years upon approval by
t he Commi ssi oner of Education. A witten request for
rei ssuance of the certificate shall be subnmitted by the
di strict school superintendent, the governing authority of a
university lab school, the governing authority of a
st at e-supported school, or the governing authority of a
private school

Section 2. Section 1012.58, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1012.58 Transition to Teachi ng Program --

(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The Transition to Teaching
Program known as the "EXPRESS TRACK, "is created to encourage

5
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and assi st mdcareer professionals, dislocated professionals,

and ot her baccal aureate degree hol ders who want to becone

t eachers.
(2) Comunity coll eges and approved teacher

preparation prograns are authorized to offer teacher

preparation prograns for baccal aureate degree holders with

noneducation nmmjors. Such prograns shall provide participants

with the conpetencies identified through the alternative

certification program as described in s. 1012.56(7), or as

identified by the provider as appropriate to successfully

denonstrate nmastery of professional preparation and education

conpetence, as specified in s. 1012.56(5), and to enter the

cl assroom Conpetency-based instruction should be offered in a

ti me-shortened nethod, where possible. Transition to Teachi ng

Program partici pants nust be deternm ned by a school district

to be eligible to obtain a tenporary certificate, including

neeting the requirenents of s. 1012.56(2)(a)-(f), except that

partici pants nmay be accepted into the programif they attained

a 2.5 overall grade point average on a 4.0 scale in their

baccal aureate or higher degree. Participants may enter

enpl oynent with a tenporary certificate during the period they

are conpleting the program wi th school district approval.

However, Transition to Teaching prograns are encouraged to

ensure that sufficient conpetencies are acquired by

participants prior to said enploynent. Transition to Teaching

prograns shall provide assistance to potential participants in

conpl eting the requirenents for denonstration of nmastery of

general know edge and subj ect area know edge.
(3) €2y GRANTS; FUNDI NG EtHGHBEE-APPLHCANTS. - -
ta)y If state or federal funds are avail able to support

Transition to Teachi ng prograns, t he Conmi ssi oner of Education
6
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shal | design the process for receiving and eval uating grant or
fundi ng proposals in accordance with state and federa
appropriations guidelines, as appropriate. Gants may be

awarded only to the extent that funding is provided. However,
community college Transition to Teachi ng Program conpl eters

shal|l be included in appropriate perfornance-based fundi ng

al | ocati ons.
(4) PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS. - -
(a) tb)y The Commi ssi oner of Education shall review

Transition to Teaching programs to ensure that each program

addr esses the foll owi ng reguest—proposats—frometigibte

appH-eants—topartiecipate—+n—theprogram—Each—apptication
st

1. Describes beseribe the target group of
career-changi ng professionals or baccal aureate degree hol ders

upon whi ch the program appH—ecant will focus in carrying out
its program including a description of the characteristics of
the target group that shows how t he know edge and experi ence
of its nenbers are likely to inprove their ability to becone
ef fective teachers.

2. Describes beseribe how the program appH—eant will
identify and recruit program partici pants.

3. Describes beseribe how the program appH—eant will
ensure that program participants are placed and teach in
eligible school districts in this state.

4. Descri bes beseribe the teacher support services
that program participants will receive throughout at | east
their first year of teaching.

5. Descri bes Beseribe how the program appH—eant will
coll aborate with other institutions, agencies, or
organi zations, including the | ocal workforce devel opnent
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agencies,to recruit, trana-place, and support program
partici pants, including evidence of the commi tnent of those
institutions, agencies, or organizations to the applicant's
program
(b) te) The Conmi ssi oner of Education nust require an

eval uation process to neasure the progress and effectiveness
of the program This eval uation nust include:

1. The programis goals and objectives.

2. The performance indicators that the program
apptHeant will use to neasure the progranis progress.

3. The outcone neasures that will be used to deternine
the program s effectiveness, including pass rates of

partici pants on the professional preparation exanination
4. An assurance that the program appH—eant will
provide the conmissioner with infornation the conm ssioner

finds necessary to determne the overall effectiveness of the
prograns.
(5) (3 PROGRAM | MPLEMENTATI ON—AUTHORHZED

tb) Eligible providers apptHeants are encouraged to

i mpl erent the programusing the foll owi ng conponents:

(a) - Recruiting program participants, including
inform ng them of opportunities under the program anrt—putting
I . et I . . . ’ .
. . I " ot ’ I I . I
" : o,
(b) 2~ Tail ori ng Asststingproviders—of—teacher
tratning—to—tartor—ther+ training to neet the particul ar needs
8
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of partici pants proefesstonats—who—are——changingtherr—careers
to—teaching.

(c) 3~ Placenent activities, including identifying
eligible local education agencies with a need for the skills
and characteristics of the newy trained program participants
and assisting those participants to obtain enploynent in those
school districts.

(d) 4 Post pl acement support activities for program
partici pants.

(6) t4r ELI G BLE PARTI Cl PANTS; REQUI REMENTS FOR GRANT
REPAYMENT. - -

(a) |If state or federal funds are used to support

training stipends,each participant who receives a stipend

grant fromthe programto pursue a teacher preparation program
nmust agree to teach in an eligible school district in this
state for at least 3 years after certification. To be

eligible, a school district nust neet the requirenents
established in regulations that inplenent the Omibus
Appropriations Bill of 2000.

(b) The commi ssioner shall establish conditions under
which a participant nust repay all or a portion of the
training stipend if the participant fails to conplete his or
her service obligation

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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