Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2532
By Senator Wse

5-1476- 03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; creating s.
3 1002. 395, F.S.; creating the Reduce O ass Size
4 Schol arshi p Qpportunity Program providing for
5 eligibility; providing legislative intent;
6 providing for schol arship fundi ng and paynent;
7 providing for rul enaki ng; anending s. 220.187,
8 F.S., relating to corporate tax credits for
9 contributions to nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng
10 organi zati ons; anendi ng purposes to include
11 children eligible to participate in the Reduce
12 Cl ass Size Schol arship OQpportunity Program
13 redefining the term"qualified student";
14 revi sing the maxi mum al | owabl e anount of total
15 schol arship funding tax credits; providing an
16 ef fective date.
17
18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Section 1002.395, Florida Statutes, is
21| created to read
22 1002. 395 Reduce C ass Size Schol arship Opportunity
23 | Program - -
24 (1) REDUCE CLASS S| ZE SCHOLARSHI P OPPORTUNI TY
25 | PROGRAM - -There is established the Reduce O ass Size
26 | Schol arship Qpportunity Program (RCSSOP) to fulfill the cl ass
27 | size reduction nandate set forth ins. 1 of Art. IX of the
28 | State Constitution, while providing to residents of this state
29 | who have children in overcrowded schools a choice in the type
30 | of educational setting in which their children are taught. The
31 | RCSSOP expands the state's school choice programto eligible
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students who are attendi ng overcrowded schools by providing

schol arshi ps to such students to attend a private school as

defined in s. 623.02 or a nonprofit organi zation that charges

tuition and has exenpt status under s. 501(c)(3) of the

I nternal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended.
(2) SCHOLARSH P ELIABILITY.--The parent of a public
school student whose assi gned school or classroomis

overcrowded, according to the definition of an overcrowded

school and cl assroom established by the Departnment of

Education, is eligible to participate in the RCSSOP. A student

may receive a Reduce Class Size Schol arship OQpportunity

Program Schol arshi p as fol |l ows:

(a) |If the nunber of students in a qualifying schoo

or classroomwho desire to participate in any year exceeds the

nunber pernmitted to participate, the students shall be

selected by lottery, using a nethod approved by the

Conmi ssi oner of Education. To the greatest extent possible,

the lottery nust provide that the sane percentage of students

eligible for free or reduced-price lunches who are enrolled in

the public school are selected for the program and

(b) The parent of the student who is applying for a

schol arshi p nust have obtai ned acceptance for admi ssion of the

student to a private school or nonprofit organization that is

eligible for the program and nust have notified the schoo
district of the request for a RCSSOP Schol arship at |east 60
days before the date of the first schol arshi p paynent.

Notification nust be nade by communicating directly with the

school district or through the Departnent of Education in a

manner that creates a witten or electronic record of the

notification and the date of the notification of the request

for a schol arship.
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2 | For purposes of continuity of educational choice, a RCSSOP

3| Scholarship may remain in effect until a student graduates

4 | from hi gh school

5 (3) ELIGBILITY OF PRIVATE SCHOOL OR NONPROFI T

6 | ORGANI ZATION.--To be eligible to participate in the RCSSOP, a
7 | private school or nonprofit organi zation nust be |located in

8| this state and nust:

9 (a) Have an adnissions policy that does not

10| discrininate as to race, religion, ethnicity, national origin,
11| or gender.

12 (b) Provide a curriculumthat includes the foll ow ng
13| five core subjects: English, including, for elenentary schoo
14 | students, reading fundanental s; mathematics; science; history;
15 | and geography. A school forned to neet the special needs of
16 | profoundly nentally handi capped, trainable nentally

17 | handi capped, dual sensory inpaired, or autistic students is
18 | exenpt fromthe curriculumrequirenents of this paragraph and
19| the testing requirenent of paragraph (d).
20 (c) Disclose teachers' credentials to parents.
21 (d) Except as otherw se provided, post-test al
22 | students, using a uniformy applied standardi zed testing
23 | instrunent, to determine |l earning progress and nust provide a
24 | copy of the results to the Departnent of Education
25 (e) Have been operating for at |least 2 cal endar years
26 | or, if in operation for |less than 2 cal endar years, nust have
27 | obtained a letter of credit or a bond indetmmifying the state
28 | from nonetary | oss.
29 (4) LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the
30| Legislature that RCSSOP will not result in any additiona
31| regulation of private schools. Participating schools,
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regardl ess of size, shall be accorded maximum flexibility to

educate their students and shall be free from unnecessary,

bur densone, or onerous regul ation

(5) SCHOLARSHI P FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

(a)1. The parent of a student who is participating in
the RCSSCP is entitled to direct to the private school or
nonprofit organi zati on a paynment of the base rate of 50

percent of the weighted full-tine equival ent student funding,

based on the assigned programcost factor in the Florida

Educati on Fi nance Program for such a student in kindergarten

t hrough grade 12 for up to 180 days of instruction per |oca

school district fiscal year or the actual cost for tuition at

t he school, whichever is |ess.

2. |If a student is eligible to participate in the free

| unch program pursuant to 42 U S.C. 1758(b), the parent is

entitled to direct a paynent of 1.5 tines the base rate or the

actual cost for tuition at the school, whichever is |ess.

3. |If a student is eligible to participate in the

reduced-price | unch program pursuant to 42 U S.C. 1758(b), the

parent is entitled to direct a paynent of 1.25 tines the base

rate or the actual cost for tuition at the school, whichever

is | ess.

Any anmount of funding which is not used for tuition and which

the parent of a student would otherwi se be eligible to direct

may be used to reinburse the parent for any transportation

costs incurred in transporting his or her child to school. The

parent may apply to the Departnment of Education, using a

transportation rei nbursenent formthat the departnent shal

provide. Actual mleage, reinbursed at the state rate, or

public transportation costs are eligible transportation
4
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expenses. All unused tuition noney nust be sent to a

di rect-support organi zation that has exenpt status under s.
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended,
and that was created by the Departnent of Education

(b) Each school district shall receive 10 percent of

the weighted full-tine equival ent student fundi ng, based on

t he assigned cost factor as provided in the Florida Education

Fi nance Program for each student in the school district who
is participating in the RCSSOP
(c) Al renmmining noneys of the weighted full-tine

equi val ent student funding, based on the assi gned program cost

factor as provided in the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program

for each student participating in the RCSSOP nust be sent to

t he direct-support organization specified in paragraph (a).

Begi nni ng the second year of the RCSSOP, the direct-support

organi zation shall use these funds as matching dollars to be

mat ched with dollars fromeligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zations defined in s. 220.187. Such

funds nust be used for providing paynent to be directed by the

parent to a private school or nonprofit organi zation for a

student who was attending a private school or nonprofit

organi zation at the tine the student was selected to
participate in the RCSSOP
(d) Private school and nonprofit organi zati on students

shal|l be selected to participate in the RCSSOCP by neans of a

lottery until direct-support organi zation funds are depl et ed.

The Departnent of Education shall ensure that funds sent to

the direct-support organization for a school district are

earmar ked for that school district in accordance with this

secti on.
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(6) A participating private school or nonprofit

organi zation or a district school board is not obligated to

provide transportation to students who participate in the
RCSSOP
(7) The State Board of Education, in order to avoid

creating an undue financial burden on the participants in the

RCSSOP, shall adopt rules to ensure the pronpt paynent on

behal f of parents of qualified participants in this program

Upon aut horization of the parent, paynent for the school year

nmust be nade directly to the authorized private school or

nonprofit organi zation in nine equal nonthly paynents. The

parent's signhature nust be obtained at the school or

organi zation at the tine of each paynent.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1), paragraph
(e) of subsection (2), and paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of
section 220.187, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

220.187 Credits for contributions to nonprofit
schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati ons. - -

(1) PURPCSE. --The purpose of this section is to:

(b) Expand educational opportunities for children of
famlies that have limted financial resources or are eligible

to participate in the Reduce Cass Size Schol arship

Qpportunity Program
(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
(e) "Qualified student" neans a student who qualifies

for free or reduced-price school lunches under the Nationa
School Lunch Act, who is eligible to participate in the Reduce

Cl ass Size Schol arship Qpportunity Program and who:

1. Was counted as a full-tinme equival ent student
during the previous state fiscal year for purposes of state
per - student fundi ng;
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1 2. Received a scholarship froman eligible nonprofit

2 | schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on during the previous schoo

3| year; or

4 3. Is eligible to enter kindergarten or first grade.

5 (3) AUTHORI ZATI ON TO GRANT SCHOLARSHI P FUNDI NG TAX

6 | CREDITS; LI M TATI ONS ON | NDI VI DUAL AND TOTAL CREDITS. - -

7 (b) The total anpunt of tax credit which nmay be

8 | granted each state fiscal year under this section is$100 $56

9| mllion.

10 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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13 SENATE SUMVARY

14 gﬁgates the Reduce Cl ass. Size Schol arship CpPortunity

15| DheRhE™ er ovi des f o schoParshi b'fuhding and paveeat.
Al'l ows corporate tax credits for funding such

16 schol ar shi ps.
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