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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to access to postsecondary

3 education; creating s. 1007.02, F.S., relating
4 to access to postsecondary education and

5 nmeani ngful careers for students with

6 disabilities; defining the term"student with a
7 disability"; anending s. 1003.43, F.S.

8 relating to high school graduation

9 requi renments; deleting requirenment that the

10 Iife managenent skills course be taken at

11 specific grade levels; requiring the State

12 Board of Education to adopt rul es providing for
13 test accomodati ons and nodifications of

14 procedures for students with disabilities;

15 requiring the award of a standard diplom to a
16 student with a disability who neets certain

17 criteria; anending s. 1007.263, F.S., relating
18 to adni ssions of students to comunity

19 col | eges; requiring adnissions counseling for
20 students entering career credit prograns;
21 requiring the use of certain tests; providing
22 criteria for certain students to enroll in
23 certificate career education prograns;
24 providing eligibility for reasonable
25 substitutions for students wi th docunented
26 disabilities; amending s. 1007.264, F.S;
27 providing eligibility for reasonable
28 substitutions for adnission to postsecondary
29 educational institutions for certain students
30 with disabilities; creating s. 1007.265, F.S.
31 providing eligibility for reasonable
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1 substitutions for requirenents for graduation

2 study program adni ssion, and upper-divi sion

3 entry for certain students with disabilities;

4 requiring the State Board of Education to adopt

5 rul es and devel op substitute requirenents;

6 anending s. 1007.27, F.S.; requiring the State

7 Board of Education to review and report on the

8 use of acceleration nechani sns and gradi ng

9 practices, including the weighting of courses,

10 for credit and adm ssion; anending s. 1008. 22,

11 F.S., relating to student assessnent for public

12 school s; providing a cross-reference; anending

13 s. 1002.21, F.S.; correcting a cross-reference

14 providing an effective date.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17

18 Section 1. Section 1007.02, Florida Statutes, is
19 | created to read:
20 1007.02 Access to postsecondary education and
21 | neani ngful careers for students with disabilities; popul ar
22 | nane; definition.--
23 (1) This section shall be known by the popul ar nane
24 | the "Enhanced New Needed Opportunity for Better Life and
25 | Education for Students with Disabilities (ENNOBLES) Act."”
26 (2) For the purposes of this act, the term "student
27| with a disability" nmeans any student who is docunented as
28 | having nental retardation; a hearing inpairnent, including
29 | deafness; a speech or | anguage inpairnent; a visua
30 | i npai rnent, including blindness; a serious enpotiona
31| disturbance, including an enotional handi cap; an orthopedic
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1| inpairnment; autism a traunmatic brain injury; or a specific

2| learning disability, including, but not Ilinited to, dyslexia,
3| dyscal culia, or devel opnental aphasi a.

4 Section 2. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) and

5| subsections (8), (9), and (10) of section 1003.43, Florida

6| Statutes, are anended, subsections (11) and (12) are

7 | renunbered as subsections (12) and (13), respectively, and a
8 | new subsection (11) is added to that section, to read:

9 1003.43 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo

10 | graduation. - -

11 (1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of

12 | either a minimum of 24 academic credits in grades 9 through 12
13| or an International Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits
14 | shall be distributed as foll ows:

15 (i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to

16 | i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,

17 | marriage and rel ationship skill-based education, nutrition

18 | prevention of human i nmunodefici ency virus infection and

19 | acquired inmune deficiency syndrone and ot her sexually

20 | transmi ssi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence and

21 | consequences of teenage preghancy, information and instruction
22 | on breast cancer detection and breast self-exam nation

23 | cardi opul nonary resuscitation, drug education, and the hazards
24 | of snoking. Such—eredi-t——shaH—be—grvenfor—a—course—tobe

25 | taken—by—aH——students—in—either—the 9th—or—10th—grade—

26

27 | District school boards nmay award a naxi num of one-half credit
28 | in social studies and one-half elective credit for student

29 | conpl etion of nonpaid voluntary comunity or school service
30 | work. Students choosing this option nust conplete a m ni nrum of
31| 75 hours of service in order to earn the one-half credit in
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either category of instruction. Credit nay not be earned for
service provided as a result of court action. District schoo
boards that approve the award of credit for student vol unteer
service shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the
credit, and school principals are responsible for approving
specific volunteer activities. A course designated in the
Course Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 that is
taken below the 9th grade nmay be used to satisfy high schoo
graduation requirenents or Florida Academi c Schol ars award
requirenents as specified in a district school board's student
progression plan. A student shall be granted credit toward
neeting the requirenments of this subsection for equival ent
courses, as identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6), taken
t hrough dual enroll nent.

(8) The State Board of Education, after a public
hearing and consi deration, shall adopt rul es based upon the

reconmendati ons of the conm ssioner for the provision of test

accommpdati ons and nodifications of procedures as necessary

I o F . Y . : .
Astrurents—and-—procedures for students wth +dentiiied
handicaps—or disabilities which will denonstrate the student's
abilities inorder—to—enstre—that—the+resu-ts—ofthetesting
represent—the—student—s—achievernentrat her than refl ect
ref+eeting the student's inpaired sensory, nmanual, speaking,

or psychol ogi cal process skills.

(9) €36y The public hearing and consideration required
in subsection (8) shall not be construed to anmend or nullify
the requirenents of security relating to the contents of
exam nati ons or assessnent instrunents and related nmaterials
or data as prescribed in s. 1008. 23.

4
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1 (10) (a) 9 A student who neets all requirenents

2| prescribed in subsections (1), (4), and (5) shall be awarded a
3| standard diploma in a formprescribed by the State Board of

4 | Education. A district school board may attach the Florida gold
5| seal career and—teehniecat endorsenent to a standard dipl oma

6| or, instead of the standard di plom, award differentiated

7| diplomas to those exceeding the prescribed m ni muns.

8 (b) A student who conpl etes the m ni num nunber of

9| credits and ot her requirenents prescribed by subsections (1)
10| and (4), but who is unable to neet the standards of paragraph
11 ] (5)(a), paragraph (5)(b), or paragraph (5)(c), shall be

12 | awarded a certificate of conpletion in a form prescribed by

13| the State Board of Education. However, any student who is

14 | otherwise entitled to a certificate of conpletion nmay elect to
15 ) remain in the secondary school either as a full-tinme student
16 | or a part-tinme student for up to 1 additional year and receive
17 | special instruction designed to renedy his or her identified
18 | defi ci enci es.

19 (11)(a) Each district school board nmust provide
20| instruction to prepare students with disabilities to
21 | denponstrate proficiency in the skills and conpetencies
22 | necessary for successful grade-to-grade progression and hi gh
23 | school graduation
24 (b) A student with a disability, as defined in s.
251 1007.02(2), for whomthe individual educational plan (IEP)
26 | conmmittee determnes that the FCAT cannot accurately neasure
27 | the student's abilities taking into consideration al
28 | al | owabl e acconmodati ons, shall have the FCAT requirenent of
29 | paragraph (5)(a) waived for the purpose of receiving a
30 | standard hi gh school diplom, if the student:
31
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1. Conpletes the m ni mum nunber of credits and ot her

requi renents prescribed by subsections (1) and (4).

2. Does not nmeet the requirenents of paragraph (5)(a)

after one opportunity in 10th grade and one opportunity in

11t h grade.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 1007.263, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsections (4) and (5) are added to
t hat section, to read

1007. 263 Community col |l eges; adni ssions of
students. --Each conmunity coll ege board of trustees is
aut hori zed to adopt rul es governing adm ssions of students
subject to this section and rules of the State Board of
Educati on. These rules shall include the foll ow ng:

(1) Admissions counseling shall be provided to al
students entering college or career credit progranms. —whieh
Counseling shall utilize tests to neasure achi evenent of
col | ege-1 evel communication and conputati on conpetenci es by
all students entering college credit prograns or tests to
neasure achi evenent of basic skills for career prograns as
prescribed in s. 1004.91

(4) A student who has been awarded a special diplom

as defined in s. 1003.438 or a certificate of conpletion as

defined in s. 1003.43(10) is eligible to enroll in certificate

career education prograns.

(5) A student with a docunented disability may be

eligible for reasonable substitutions, as prescribed in ss.
1007. 264 and 1007. 265.

Each board of trustees shall establish policies that notify

students about, and place students into, adult basic

education, adult secondary education, or other instructiona
6
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1| prograns that provide students with alternatives to

2| traditional college-preparatory instruction, including private
3| provider instruction. A student is prohibited fromenrolling

4] in additional college-level courses until the student scores

5| above the cut-score on all sections of the commobn pl acenent

6| test.

7 Section 4. Section 1007.264, Florida Statutes, is

8 | anended, to read:

9 1007. 264 I npaired and | earning disabl ed persons;

10 | adni ssion to postsecondary educational institutions; and

11 | graduat+on,—substitute requirenents; rules.--Any student with
12| a disability, as defined in s. 1007.02(2), except those

13 | students who have been docunented as having nental retardation
14 | person—who—i+s—hearing—inpairet,—visuatty—inpared,—or

15 | dystexie—or—who—has—aspecifietearning—disabitity, shall be
16 | eligible for reasonable substitution for any requirenent for
17 | adnission into a public postsecondary educational institutiony
18 | adm-ssi-on—inte—a programof—study,—or—graduation-where

19 | docunentation can be provided that the person's failure to
20 | neet the admission requirenent is related to the disability
21 | and—where—thefatture—torneet—thegradvation—treguirenrent—or
22 | programatm-sston—regutrenrent—doesrnot—consttute—a
23 | tuntarentat—atterat-on—+n—thenature—of—the—program The State
24 | Board of Education shall adopt rules to inplenent this section
25| and shall devel op substitute adm ssion requirenents where
26 | appropri ate.
27 Section 5. Section 1007.265, Florida Statutes, is
28 | created to read:
29 1007. 265 I npaired and | earni ng di sabl ed persons;
30 | graduation, study program adm ssion, and upper-division entry;
31| substitute requirenents; rules.--Any student with a

.
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1| disability, as defined in s. 1007.02(2), in a public

2 | postsecondary educational institution, except those students
3 | who have been docunented as having nmental retardation, shal

4| be eligible for reasonabl e substitution for any requirenent

5| for graduation, for adnission into a programof study, or for
6| entry into the upper division where docunentation can be

7| provided that the person's failure to neet the requirenent is
8| related to the disability and where failure to neet the

9 | graduati on requirenent or program adni ssion requirenent does
10 | not constitute a fundanental alteration in the nature of the
11 | program The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to
12 | inplenent this section and shall devel op substitute

13 | requi renents where appropriate.

14 Section 6. Subsection (11) is added to section

15| 1007.27, Florida Statutes, to read:

16 1007.27 Articul ated accel eration nechanisns. - -

17 (11)(a) The State Board of Education shall conduct a
18 | review of the extent to which the accel erati on nechani sns

19 | aut hori zed by this section are currently utilized by schoo
20 | districts and public postsecondary educational institutions
21| and shall submit a report to the Governor and the Legislature
22 | by Decenber 31, 2003
23 (b) The report nust include a summary of ongoi ng
24 | activities and a plan to i ncrease and enhance the use of
25 | accel eration nmechanisns as a way to shorten the length of tine
26 | as well as the funding required for a student, including a
27 | student with a docunented disability, to obtain a
28 | postsecondary degree.
29 (c) The review and plan shall address, but are not
30| limted to, the follow ng issues:
31
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1 1. The nmanner in which students, including students

2| with docunented disabilities, are advised regarding the

3| availability of acceleration nechani sm opti ons.

4 2. The availability of accel erati on nechani sm options
5]to eligible students, including students with docunented

6| disabilities, who wish to partici pate.

7 3. The grading practices, including weighting of

8 | courses, of school districts and public postsecondary

9| educational institutions with regard to credit earned through
10 | accel erati on nechani sns.

11 4. The extent to which credit earned through an

12 | accel eration nechanismis used to neet the general education
13 | requirenents of a public postsecondary educationa

14 | institution.

15 5. The extent to which the secondary instruction

16 | associated with accel erati on nechani sm options coul d be

17 | offered at sites other than public K through 12 school sites
18 | to assist in neeting class size reduction needs.

19 6. The manner in which funding for instruction

20 | associated with accel erati on nechani smoptions is provided.
21 7. The feasibility of providing students, including
22 | students with docunented disabilities, the option of choosing
23 | Advanced Placenent credit or Coll ege Level Exami nation Program
24 |(CLEP) credit as an alternative to dual enrollnent credit upon
25| conpl etion of a dual enroll nent course.

26 Section 7. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
27 | 1008.22, Florida Statutes, is anended, to read:

28 1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public

29 | school s. - -

30 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner
31| shall design and inplenent a statew de program of educati ona
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assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of

t he operation and managenent of the public schools, including
school s operating for the purpose of providing educationa
services to youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns.
Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conmi ssioner
shal | :

(c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent
testing program known as the Florida Conprehensive Assessnent
Test (FCAT) as part of the statew de assessnent program to be
admi ni stered annually in grades 3 through 10 to neasure
reading, witing, science, and nathematics. Oher content
areas may be included as directed by the conmissioner. The
testing program nust be designed so that:

1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in
paragraph (a). The tests nust neasure and report student
proficiency levels in reading, witing, mathematics, and
sci ence. The conm ssioner shall provide for the tests to be
devel oped or obtained, as appropriate, through contracts and
proj ect agreenents with private vendors, public vendors,
publ i ¢ agenci es, postsecondary educational institutions, or
school districts. The commissioner shall obtain input with
respect to the design and i nplenentation of the testing
program from state educators and the public.

2. The testing programwi |l include a conbination of
normreferenced and criterion-referenced tests and i nclude, to
the extent determined by the commi ssioner, questions that
require the student to produce information or performtasks in
such a way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can
be measured.

10
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3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in

whi ch students are required to produce witings that are then
scored by appropriate nethods.
4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.
5. Except as provided in s. 1003.43(11)(b), students
nmust earn a passing score on the grade 10 assessnent test

described in this paragraph in reading, witing, and

mat hematics to qualify for a regular high school diploma. The
State Board of Education shall designate a passing score for
each part of the grade 10 assessnent test. In establishing
passi ng scores, the state board shall consider any possible
negative inpact of the test on mnority students. Al students
who took the grade 10 FCAT during the 2000-2001 school year
shall be required to earn the passing scores in reading and
nmat hermati cs established by the State Board of Education for
the March 2001 test administration. Such students who did not
earn the established passing scores and nust repeat the grade
10 FCAT are required to earn the passing scores established
for the March 2001 test administration. All students who take
the grade 10 FCAT for the first tine in March 2002 and
thereafter shall be required to earn the passing scores in
readi ng and nat hematics established by the State Board of
Education for the March 2002 test administration. The State
Board of Education shall adopt rules which specify the passing
scores for the grade 10 FCAT. Any such rules, which have the
effect of raising the required passing scores, shall only

11
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apply to students taking the grade 10 FCAT after such rules
are adopted by the State Board of Education

6. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
for all students attending public school, including students
served in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns, except as
ot herwi se prescribed by the conmm ssioner. |If a student does
not participate in the statew de assessnent, the district nust
notify the student's parent and provide the parent with
information regarding the inplications of such
nonparticipation. If nodifications are nade in the student's
instruction to provide accommopdati ons that woul d not be
permtted on the statew de assessnent tests, the district nust
notify the student's parent of the inplications of such
i nstructional nodifications. A parent nust provide signed
consent for a student to receive instructional nodifications
that would not be permitted on the statew de assessnents and
nmust acknow edge in witing that he or she understands the
i mplications of such accommpdations. The State Board of
Education shall adopt rules, based upon reconmendati ons of the
conmm ssioner, for the provision of test accomobdati ons and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency. Acconmpdati ons that negate the
validity of a statew de assessnent are not all owabl e.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

8. District school boards nmust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progression and hi gh school graduation. If a student is

12
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provided with accommpdati ons or nodifications that are not
al lowabl e in the statew de assessnent program as described in
the test manuals, the district nust informthe parent in
writing and rmust provide the parent with information regarding
the inpact on the student's ability to neet expected
proficiency levels in reading, witing, and math. The
conmmi ssi oner shall conduct studies as necessary to verify that
the required skills and conpetencies are part of the district
i nstructional prograns.

9. The Departnent of Education nust devel op, or
sel ect, and inplement a conmon battery of assessment tools
that will be used in all juvenile justice programs in the
state. These tools nust accurately neasure the skills and
conpet enci es established in the Florida Sunshine State
St andar ds.

The commi ssioner may design and inpl enent student testing
prograns, for any grade |evel and subject area, necessary to
effectively nonitor educational achievenent in the state.

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 1002.21, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1002. 21 Postsecondary student and parent rights.--

(2) LEARNI NG DI SABLED STUDENTS. - -1 npaired and | earni ng
di sabl ed students nay be eligible for reasonabl e substitution
for adm ssion, graduation, and upper-1level division
requi rements of public postsecondary educational institutions,
in accordance with the provisions of ss.s-1007.264 and
1007. 265.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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