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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2686

By Senators Lawson and Bull ard

6-1735- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to faith-based initiatives;
creating the Florida Fanmilies Faith-Based
Initiative Institute, Inc.; creating a
nonprofit corporation and providing for the
adm ni stration of the corporation; providing
that the corporation is not a unit of state
government but is subject to statutory
provisions relating to public records and
public neetings; providing duties of the
corporation; providing for a board of
directors; naming a tenporary advi sory board;
provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

VWHEREAS, there is a need for the creation of a
nongovernnental entity to serve as a clearinghouse and
action-oriented organization to foster, direct, and coordinate
the efforts of Florida citizens, conmmunities, and | oca
faith-based organi zations, to take advantage of the
opportunities offered by the Wite House Ofice of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives and of the Center for Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives in five federal executive agencies,
as well as simlar opportunities at the state level, and

WHEREAS, such a nongovernnental entity could build
col | aborative partnerships that involve many organi zations
fromthe faith-based community, and

WHEREAS, such a nongovernnental entity coul d assi st
faith-based organi zations with techni cal assistance in key
areas of delivering services to the needy, by assisting with
t he devel opnent of progranms of fiscal accountability, program

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRRRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

o1

aogenate - 2003 SB 2686

i mpl erent ati on and eval uati on, and organi zati onal and
adm ni strative efficiencies, and

WHEREAS, such a nongovernnental entity could act as a
catal yst for change between the government and faith-based
organi zations by assisting the governnent in recruiting,
nmobi lizing, training, and supporting faith-based organi zations
engaged in providing social services, and

WHEREAS, Bet hel M ssionary Baptist Church in
Tal | ahassee, Florida, has created the Hope Project to
encourage faith-based organi zations to partner with other
organi zations to create nultiple sources of incone so that
they do not becone unnecessarily dependent on specific
governnment grants or projects, NON THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Fl orida Fam |lies Faith-Based Initiative

Institute, Inc.--
(1) CREATION.--The Florida Fanilies Faith-Based
Initiative Institute, Inc., is created as a 501(c)3, Florida

corporation not for profit that is registered, incorporated,

organi zed, and operated in conpliance with chapter 617,

Florida Statutes, and that is not a unit or entity of state

governnent. The Legislature deternines that public policy

dictates that the Florida Famlies Faith-Based Initiative

Institute, Inc., should operate in the nost open and

accessi bl e manner consistent with its public purpose. To this

end, the Legislature specifically declares that the Florida

Famlies Faith-Based Initiative Institute, Inc., is subject to

the provisions of chapter 119, Florida Statutes, which relate
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to public records and to the provisions of chapter 286,

Florida Statutes, which relate to public neetings and records.
(2) DUTIES. --The Florida Fanmilies Faith-Based
Initiative Institute, Inc., shall:

(a) Exanine conpetition-based barriers to state-funded

or federally funded provision of services by faith-based

or gani zati ons.

(b) Provide progranmmati c and nmanagerial training and

techni cal assistance to faith-based organi zati ons that seek or

use state or federal funds to provide services. Such training

and techni cal assistance nust focus on critical areas of

faith-based social services nanagenent, including comunity

asset - based program devel opnent, research-based "best program

practices," resource devel opnment for nonstate fundi ng sources,

and financi al nmanagenent and budgeti ng.

(c) Establish a statew de resource center and

cl earinghouse for information relating to technical assistance

and training resources for faith-based and conmunity-based

or gani zati ons.

(d) Serve, as required, as a fiscal internediary for

faith-based and communi ty-based organi zati ons that receive

state or federal funding.

(e) To the maxi mum extent possible, |everage state

funding for the initiative with any federal funding that the

initiative receives to support sinilar faith-based activities.

(f) Provide specific goals and objective criteria to

neasure, eval uate, and docunent the quality and cost of

servi ces provided by faith-based organi zations with state or

f ederal funds.

(g) Serve as liaison to the Centers for Faith-Based

and Community Initiatives established within the United States
3
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Departnent of Justice, the United States Departnent of Health

and Human Services, the United States Departnment of Education
the United States Departnent of Labor, and the United States
Departnent of Housi ng and Urban Devel opment and to any such

initiatives created by the state, to work in tandemw th the

White House Ofice of Faith-Based and Conmunity Initiatives

and with any simlar state initiatives.
(3) BOARD COF DI RECTORS. --The board of directors of the
corporation shall consist of seven nenbers, of whomthree

shal | be appointed by the Governor, two by the President of

the Senate, and two by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives. The board shall select a chairperson and may

appoi nt an executive committee to carry on the business of the

corporation between board neetings. The board shall neet
gquarterly. FromJuly 1, 2003, through June 30, 2004, the
Bet hel M ssionary Baptist Church Project Hope Board of

Directors shall serve as an advisory board to the corporation
(4) FUNDI NG --Notwithstandi ng sections 216.81 and

216. 292, Florida Statutes, and pursuant to section 216. 351

Florida Statutes, there is appropriated the nonrecurring sum

of $700,000 to fund the Florida Fam lies Faith-Based

Initiative Institute, Inc.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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3 Creates the Florida Famlies Faith-Based Initiative
Institute, Inc., a nonprofit corporation. Provides for

4 the adm nistration of the corporation. Provides that the
corporation is not a unit_of state governnent but is

5 subject to statutory provisions relating to public
records and public nheetings. Provides duties of the

6 corporation, Provides for a board of directors. Nanes the
Bet hel M ssionary Baptist Church PrO{ect_Fb e Board of

7 Directors as an advisory council to the institute for 1

8 year. Provides an appropriation
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