Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 2686

By the Committee on Government
r

| Oversight and Productivity;
and Senators Lawson and Bul | a

a
d

302-2308-03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Florida Faith-Based
3 Initiative; creating the Florida Famlies
4 Faith-Based Initiative and providing for
5 adm nistration by the Florida Agricultural and
6 Mechani cal University; providing duties;
7 prohibiting inposition of fees for certain
8 pur poses; requiring a report; providing for
9 open records and neetings; providing an
10 appropriation; providing an effective date.
11
12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Florida Faith-Based Initiative.--
15 (1) CREATION.--The Florida Fanilies Faith-Based
16 | Institute is created at and shall be adm nistered by the
17 | Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University. The
18 | Legislature deternmnes that public policy dictates that the
19| Florida Families Faith-Based Institute operate in the nost
20 | open and accessi bl e nanner consistent with its public purpose.
21| To this end, the Legislature specifically declares that the
22| Florida Fanmlies Faith-Based Institute is subject to the
23 | provisions of chapter 119, Florida Statutes, relating to
24 | public records and those provisions of chapter 286, Florida
25| Statutes, relating to public neetings and records.
26 (2) DEFINTIONS. --"Faith-based organi zati on" neans an
27 | organi zation which is owed by, operated by, or affiliated
28| with a religious entity and whose prinary purpose is providing
29 | social services and assistance to individuals in need of its
30| services, without regard to the race or religion of the person
31]in need of such services.
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(3) DUTIES. --The Florida Fanilies Faith-Based
Institute shall:

(a) Exanine barriers to state-funded or federally

funded provision of services by faith-based organi zati ons.

(b) Provide progranmati c and managerial training and

techni cal assistance to faith-based organi zati ons seeki ng or

using state or federal funds to provide services. Such

training and techni cal assistance shall focus on critica

areas of faith-based social services nanagenent, including

communi ty asset-based program devel opnent, research-based

best program practices," resource devel opnent for nonstate

fundi ng sources, and financial managenent and budgeti ng.

(c) Establish a statew de resource center and

cl earinghouse for information related to technical assistance

and training resources for faith-based and conmunity-based

or gani zati ons.

(d) Serve, as required, as a fiscal internediary for

faith-based and communi ty-based organi zati ons receiving state

f undi ng.
(e) To the maxi mum extent possible, |everage state

funding for the initiative with any federal funding that the

initiative nmay receive to support sinilar faith-based

activities.
(f) Provide specific goals and objective criteria to

neasure, evaluate, and docunent the quality and cost of

servi ces provided by faith-based organi zations with state or

f ederal funds.

(g) Serve as liaison to the Centers for Faith-Based

and Community Initiatives established within the United States

Departnent of Justice, United States Departnent of Health and

Human Services, United States Departnent of Education, United
2
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States Department of Labor, and United States Departnent of

Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent to work in tandemwith the Wite

House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.

The Florida Fanilies Faith-Based Institute shall performits

duties without inposing fees on faith-based organi zati ons

receiving its assistance.
(4) REPORT.--By January 1 of each year, the institute
shall subnmit to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives an annual report,

whi ch shall describe the activities of the institute in

fulfilling its duties, describe expenditures of funds by the

institute, and recommend to the President of the Senate and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives changes to the

Florida Statutes necessary to fulfill its purposes and duties.
Section 2. Notwithstandi ng sections 216. 181 and

216. 292, Florida Statutes, and pursuant to section 216. 351

Florida Statutes, the sumof $700,000 is appropriated to the

Florida Fam lies Faith-Based Institute for purposes of

admi nistering the Florida Faith-Based Initiative.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2686

The Committee Substitute creates the faith-based programas an
institute within Florida Agricultural and Mechanica

UnlverS|ty rather than as a separate not-for-profit

cor por at i on.

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




