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Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) SR 2764
By Senator Lynn

7-1852-03
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution encouragi ng fathers and caring nen
who substitute for fathers to be neaningfully
involved in their children's lives, and
recogni zi ng Septenber 2003 as "Take Your Dad to
School Month" in the State of Florida.

WHEREAS, in 1998, the United States Departnent of
Education published a report entitled "Fathers' Involvenent in
Their Children's Schools," showi ng that chil dren whose fathers
participate in their school's activities are nore likely to
achi eve high grades, enjoy school, and participate in
extracurricular activities, and less likely to repeat a grade
or be suspended or expelled from school, and

WHEREAS, a 1999 survey conmi ssioned by the Nationa
Center for Fathering found that 40.2 percent of fathers never
read to their children, only 40.9 percent of fathers 25 to 44
years of age know any of their children's teachers, 32.4
percent of fathers had never attended their children's schoo
events, 77 percent of fathers had never shared school |unch
with their children, and 58 percent of fathers had never
vol unteered at their children's school, and

WHEREAS, fathers are increasingly being encouraged by
all responsible segnents of society to be neani ngfully
involved in every aspect of their children's lives because
children who are benefited by a whol esone and active
relationship with their fathers are nore likely to be
wel | - adj usted i n adol escence and adul t hood, and

WHEREAS, nen who are grandparents, uncles, famly
friends, or Big Brothers in the conmunity are increasingly
involved in the lives of children whose biological fathers are
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absent, recognizing that children who are without fathers
benefit from having a whol esone and active relationship with a
caring man who substitutes as a nurturing father, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate encourages fathers and caring
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nmen who substitute for fathers to be neaningfully involved in
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every aspect of their children's Iives and recognizes
Sept enber 2003 as "Take Your Dad to School Month" in the State
of Florida.
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