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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2818

By Senator Atwater

25-1940- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; anending s.
20.055, F.S.; providing an exenption fromthe
public-records |law for docunents and reports
connected with an audit or investigation by the
Chi ef Inspector General or agency inspectors
general until the investigation is no |onger
active; providing for future review and repeal
providing a statenment of public necessity;
providing a contingent effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) is anmended
and paragraph (f) is added to subsection (6) of section
20.055, Florida Statutes, to read

20. 055 Agency inspectors general . --

(5) In carrying out the auditing duties and
responsibilities of this act, each inspector general shal
review and eval uate internal controls necessary to ensure the
fiscal accountability of the state agency. The inspector
general shall conduct financial, conpliance, electronic data
processi ng, and performance audits of the agency and prepare
audit reports of his or her findings. The scope and assi gnnent
of the audits shall be determ ned by the inspector general
however, the agency head may at any tine direct the inspector
general to performan audit of a special program function, or
organi zational unit. The performance of the audit shall be
under the direction of the inspector general, except that if
t he i nspector general does not possess the qualifications
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specified in subsection (4), the director of auditing shal
performthe functions listed in this subsection

(b) When the audit is conplete and the report becones

final,audit workpapers and reports shall be public records to
the extent that they do not include infornmation which has been
made confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s.
119.07(1) pursuant to |aw. However, when the inspector genera
or a nenber of the staff receives froman individual a
conplaint or information that falls within the definition
provided in s. 112.3187(5), the nane or identity of the
i ndi vidual shall not be disclosed to anyone el se without the
written consent of the individual, unless the inspector
general determ nes that such disclosure is unavoi dabl e during
the course of the audit or investigation

(6) In carrying out the investigative duties and
responsibilities specified in this section, each inspector
general shall initiate, conduct, supervise, and coordinate
i nvestigations designed to detect, deter, prevent, and
eradi cate fraud, waste, m smanagenent, nisconduct, and ot her
abuses in state governnent. For these purposes, each state
agency shall:

(f) Docunents and reports connected with an

i nvestigation conducted under this section are exenpt froms.
119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution unti
the investigation is no longer active. This paragraph is

subj ect to the Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in

accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober

2, 2008, unless reviewed and saved fromrepeal through

reenact ment by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity to maintain the confidentiality of information
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2818
25-1940-03

1| related to audits and investigations of state agencies which

2 | are conducted by agency inspectors general, until the audit or
3| investigation has been conpleted. O herwi se, the premature

4| rel ease of such information would entail a high risk of naking
5] public msleading information that would |ikely cause undue

6 | damage to the reputati ons of individuals and organi zati ons
7]identified as the subjects of the inquiry.

8 Section 3. This act shall take effect on the sanme date
9| that Senate Bill _ or simlar legislation takes effect, if
10| such legislation is enacted in the sane | egislative session or

11 | an extension thereof.
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15 Provi des an exenption fromthe public records |aw for
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investigation is no |longer active. Provides a statenent

17 of public necessity. Provides for future review and

18 repeal
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