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Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) SR 2844

By Senator Argenzi ano

3- 1586A- 03
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution recogni zing 2003 as the "Year of
the Blues" in the State of Florida.

VWHEREAS, Bl ues nusic is the nost influential form of

Anerican roots nusic, being heard around the world in Rock 'n
Rol |, Jazz, Rhythm & Blues, Country, and even in nodern
Cl assi cal nusic, and

WHEREAS, nmany organi zations throughout the nation
including the State of Florida, are dedicated to pronoting,
nurturing, and preserving the Blues for future generations,
and

WHEREAS, the Blues is an inportant docunentation of
African-Anerican culture and Anerican history since the turn
of the 19th century, with significance for race relations, pop
culture, and the nation's mgration froma rural to an urban
soci ety, and

VWHEREAS, the Blues is the nost cel ebrated form of
Anerican roots nusic, as is evident fromthe hundreds of
festivals annually conducted around the nation and in Florida,
such as the "Freedom Blues Festival" in Tall ahassee,
"Springing the Blues" in Jacksonville Beach, and the "Sarasota
Bl ues Fest", as well as mmjor festivals in Tanpa, Ft.
Lauderdal e, Dunnellon and Levy County, and other areas in the
State of Florida, and

VHEREAS, the Blues and Bl ues nusicians old and new,
mal e and fenale, originating fromevery state in the nation
including Florida are recogni zed and revered worl dw de as
uni que and inportant anbassadors of Anerica and its nusic, and

WHEREAS, there are organizations in Florida, such as
t he Apal achee Bl ues Society in Tall ahassee, the Suncoast Bl ues
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1| Society in Tanpa, the Blues Society of Northwest Florida in

2 | Pensacola, and the South Florida Blues Society in Ft.

3 | Lauderdal e, dedicated to preserving, nurturing, and pronoting
4| the Blues throughout Florida, and

5 WHEREAS, there are nany living | egends of the Blues

6| fromFlorida who should be recogni zed and have their stories
7 | and nusic preserved for future generations to appreciate, and
8 WHEREAS, the year 2003 is the Centennial Anniversary of
9| the year WC. Handy, upon being inspired by nusic he heard in
10| a railroad station, began conposing the first Blues nusic

11 | distributed throughout the nation, |eading to his being

12 | designated the "Father of the Blues," NON THEREFORE

13

14 | Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

15

16 That the Florida Senate recogni zes 2003 as the "Year of
17 | the Blues" in the State of Florida, and requests that the

18 | Governor of Florida issue an Executive Proclamation calling on
19| the citizens of the state to observe 2003 as the "Year of the
20 | Blues" through appropriate cerenpnies, festivals, activities,
21 | and educational prograns.
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