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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Honbsassa Special Water
3 District in Gitrus County; codifying,
4 reenacting, anendi ng, and repeal i ng speci al
5 acts related to the District; creating a
6 District charter; creating an i ndependent
7 special district; providing a District
8 boundary; providing powers, functions, and
9 duties of the District; providing for anendnent
10 of the charter; providing for the District
11 pur pose; providing for financial disclosure,
12 neeting notices, reporting, public records
13 mai nt enance, and per di em expenses; providing
14 District powers, functions, and duties;
15 providing for a District governing board;
16 providing for a chair and secretary-treasurer
17 providing for general obligation bonds;
18 providing for revenue bonds; providing for
19 refundi ng bonds; providing for levy of ad
20 val orem taxes; providing for paynent of bonds;
21 providing for authority to |l evy and coll ect tax
22 on real and personal property for
23 adm ni strative costs, expenditure generally;
24 providing for construction costs; providing for
25 speci al assessnents for construction
26 reconstruction, repair, or mmintenance of
27 i mprovenents; providing for exenption from
28 t axes and assessnents; providing for libera
29 construction; providing for severability;
30 providing for effect of conflicting | aws;
31 providing an effective date.
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida

4| Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special
5] acts relating to the Honbsassa Special Water District,

6 |("District"). It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting
7| this lawto provide a single, conprehensive special act

8| charter for the District, including all current |egislative

9| authority granted to the District by its several |egislative
10 | enactnents and any additional authority granted by this act
11| and chapter 189, Florida Statutes, as the sane may be anended
12| fromtine to tine. It is further the intent of this act to
13 | preserve all District authority.

14 Section 2. Chapters 24429 (1947), 25726 (1949),

15| 59-1177, 63-1222, 70-630, 73-431, 76-346, 76-347, 77-528,

16 | 79-440, 80-475, 80-476, 81-360, 82-279, 83-386, 84-410,

17 | 85-399, 86-456, 88-463, 88-484, 88-533, 89-436, 89-464,

18 | 89-499, 90-418, 90-419, 92-241, 92-337, and 96-525, Laws of
19| Florida, relating to the Honbsassa Special Water District, are
20| codified, reenacted, and repealed as provided in this act.
21 Section 3. The charter of the Honbsassa Special Water
22 | District is re-created and reenacted to read:
23 Section 1. Creation, jurisdiction, and purpose.--
24 (1) The District is hereby created and i ncorporated as
25| an i ndependent special district, pursuant to chapter 189,
26 | Florida Statutes, to be known as the Honbsassa Special Water
27 | District, in CGtrus County, which special district shall be a
28 | public body corporate and politic.
29 (2) District boundaries shall enbrace and include the
30| territory consisting of the foll ow ng:
31
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1 Al of Sections 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35 and
2 36 in Township 19 South, Range 16 East; all of
3 Sections 15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32
4 and 33 in Township 19 South, Range 17 East; al
5 of Sections 2, 3, 4 and 11 in Township 20

6 South, Range 16 East; and all of Sections 4, 5,
7 6, 7, 8 and 9 in Township 20 South, Range 17

8 East; LESS AND EXCEPT that certain subdivision
9 known as Spring Gardens as recorded in Plat

10 Book 11, Page 98, Public Records of Citrus

11 County, Florida; AND Block 169, Unit No. 4 of
12 Honpbsassa, as recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 46
13 Public Records of Citrus County, Florida;, AND
14 that part of the NW1/4 of the NW1/4 of

15 Section 29, Township 19 South, Range 18 East,
16 that lies South of the Southerly right-of-way
17 line of Gover C evel and Boul evard, LESS AND
18 EXCEPT those portions described in the

19 foll owi ng deeds: Warranty Deed dated August
20 29th, 1977, filed August 30, 1977, and recorded
21 in OR Book 474, page 285, public records of
22 Citrus County, Florida; Warranty Deed dated
23 April 27, 1979, filed May 1, 1979, and recorded
24 in OR Book 536, page 862, public records of
25 Citrus County, Florida; Warranty Deed dated
26 June 16, 1980, fil ed Decenber 3, 1980, and
27 recorded in OR Book 567, page 1144, public
28 records of Citrus County, Florida; AND all that
29 part of Unit No. 2, of Honbsassa, Florida,
30 according to the map or plat thereof recorded
31 in Plat Book 1, Page 44, public records of
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1 Citrus County, Florida, lying North and Wst of
2 State Road 490 and South of the County Road

3 known as Spring Cove Road, LESS AND EXCEPT the
4 tract of land as described in Deed fromRi ver

5 @l f Co., Inc., to AR Wl ker and Martha L.

6 Wal ker, his wife, dated July 3, 1967, and

7 recorded in OR Book 217, Page 367, public

8 records of Citrus County, Florida; AND a parce
9 of |l and described as: Begin at the S.W corner
10 of Unit No. 2 of Honpbsassa, as recorded in Pl at
11 Book 1, Page 44, public records of G trus

12 County, Florida, thence N 00°22'53" Walong the
13 West line of Unit No. 2 of Honpbsassa a distance
14 of 599.89 ft. to the South right-of-way |ine of
15 a County Road known as Spring Cove Road, thence
16 N 88°08' 19" E along the South right-of-way line
17 of Spring Cove Road a distance of 626.83 ft. to
18 the N.W corner of |ands described in OR Book
19 217, Page 367, public records of Citrus County,
20 Florida, thence S 30°08' 46" Wal ong t he West
21 boundary of | ands described in OR Book 217,
22 Page 367, and a Southerly projection thereof a
23 di stance of 350 feet, thence N 88°08' 46" E, a
24 di stance 200 feet to the Northwesterly
25 right-of-way line of State Road 490, thence S
26 30°08' 46" Wal ong the Northwesterly
27 right-of-way line of State Road 490 a di stance
28 of 488.90 feet to the South Iine of said Unit
29 No. 2 of Honpbsassa, thence N 76°10'29" Wal ong
30 the South line of said Unit No. 2 of Honpsassa
31 a distance of 413.05 feet to the Point of
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1 Begi nning; AND a parcel of |and described as:
2 Conmence at the NWcorner of the SW1/4 of

3 Section 27, Township 19 South, Range 17 East,
4 thence S 0°20' 05" Walong the West line of said
5 SW1/4 a distance of 2.86 feet, thence N

6 89°09' 10" E 207.66 feet, thence N 80°30'50" E
7 327.26 feet, thence N 54°04' 10" E 351.97 feet,
8 t hence N 63°15' 00" E 330.22 feet, thence N

9 88°37' 10" E 896.99 feet to the Northwesterly
10 right-of-way line of State Road 490, thence S
11 30°37' 20" Walong said right-of-way line a

12 di stance of 29.48 feet to the PO NT OF

13 BEG NNI NG, said point also being on the South
14 right-of-way line of a proposed County Road,
15 t hence continue S 30°37' 20" Wal ong

16 af orenenti oned Northwesterly right-of-way line
17 of State Road 490, a distance of 200 feet,

18 thence S 88°37' 10" Wparallel to the

19 af orenentioned South right-of-way line of a

20 proposed County Road, a distance of 200 feet,
21 t hence N 30°37' 20" E 200 feet to said South

22 right-of-way line of a proposed County Road,
23 thence N 88°37' 10" E al ong said South

24 right-of-way line a distance of 200 feet to the
25 poi nt of begi nning; AND the South 60 feet of
26 Sections 23 and 24 of Township 19 South, Range
27 17 East; AND the North 60 feet of Sections 25
28 and 26, Township 19 South, Range 17 East; AND
29 the South 60 feet of Sections 19, 20 and 21

30 Townshi p 19 South, Range 18 East, LESS AND

31 EXCEPT that portion lying easterly of the East
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1 right-of-way line of State Road 491; AND the

2 North 60 feet of Sections 28, 29 and 30,

3 Townshi p 19 South, Range 18 East, LESS AND

4 EXCEPT that portion lying easterly of the East
5 right-of-way line of State Road 491; AND Lots
6 1, 2 and 3 of Block E, of GROVER CLEVELAND

7 ESTATES, according to a plat thereof as

8 recorded in Plat Book 12, Page 2 of the Public
9 Records of Citrus County, Florida; AND Lots 1
10 2, 3, together with Lots 6 through 23,

11 according to the subdivision of HALLS Rl VER
12 ESTATES, as recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 11
13 Public Records of Citrus County, Florida;, AND
14 Lot 1, Block A, HAZELTON HILLS, legally

15 descri bed as: Conmmence at the SWcorner of NW
16 1/ 4 of Section 25, Township 19 South, Range 17
17 East, thence S 89°44' 45" East al ong the South
18 line of said NW1/4 of the NW1/4 a distance of
19 320.59 feet, thence N 0°11' 55" East 996.92 feet
20 to the Point of Beginning, thence continue

21 Nort h 00°00' 55" East 83.08 feet, thence S

22 89°44' 45" East parallel to said South line a
23 di stance of 150 feet, thence S 00°00' 55" West
24 83.08 feet, thence N 89°44' 45" West parallel to
25 South line a distance of 150 feet to the Point
26 of Begi nning; AND conmence at the NWcorner of
27 Section 29, Township 19 South, Range 18 East,
28 thence S 00°46' 57" Wst along the Wst |ine of
29 said Section 29, a distance of 31.68 feet to
30 the South right-of-way line of a paved County
31 Road, thence S 88°59' 06" East al ong said South
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1 right-of-way line a distance of 521.49 feet to
2 the Point of Beginning, thence continue S

3 88°59' 06" East along said right-of-way line a
4 di stance of 487.14 feet, thence |leaving said

5 South right-of-way line S 04°43' 30" Wst 537.91
6 feet, thence N 89°13' 50" West 437.26 feet,

7 t hence N 00°35' 20" West 538.87 feet to the

8 Poi nt of Begi nning; AND commence at the NW

9 corner of Section 29, Township 19 South, Range
10 18 East, thence S 00°46' 57" West al ong the Wst
11 line of said Section 29, a distance of 31.68
12 feet to the South right-of-way line of a County
13 Road, thence along said right-of-way |line South
14 88°59' 06" East a distance of 521.49 feet,

15 thence | eaving said right-of-way |line South

16 00°35' 20" East 538.87 feet to the Point of

17 Begi nni ng, thence S 89°15' 50" East 295.00 feet,
18 thence S 00°46' 57" West 731.95 feet to the

19 South line of said NW1/4 of the NW1/4 of

20 Section 29, thence S 89°26' 13" West 295. 00

21 feet, thence N 00°46'57" East 738.82 feet to
22 the Point of Beginning; AND begin at the SW

23 corner of the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section
24 24, Township 19 South, Range 17 East, thence
25 North along the West line of SE 1/4 of SE 1/4
26 500 feet to the Point of Beginning, thence

27 continue North along the West line for 209

28 feet, thence East 209 feet, thence South 209
29 feet, thence West 209 feet to the Point of

30 Begi nni ng, together with an easenent 20 feet

31 wi de extending fromthe above parcel along the
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1 West line of SE 1/4 of SE 1/4 of the County

2 Road known as Chi cken Farm Road; AND Tract 45

3 HOMOSASSA H GHLANDS, as recorded in Plat Book

4 7, Page 33, Public Records of G trus County,

5 Florida;, AND Lots 1 through 29, inclusive,

6 Bl ock 171, of HOMOSASSA UNIT #4, as per the

7 pl at thereof recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 46,
8 of the public records of Ctrus County,

9 Florida, lying in Section 23, Township 19

10 South, Range 17 East; AND Lots 1 through 29

11 i nclusive, Block 171, of HOMOSASSA UNI T #4, as
12 per the plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 1,
13 Page 46, of the public records of Citrus

14 County, Florida, lying in Section 23, Township
15 19 South, Range 17 East; AND the SW1/4 of the
16 SW1/4 of Section 19, Townshi p 19 South, Range
17 18 East, Citrus County, Florida; AND the NW1/4
18 of Section 26, Township 19 South, Range 17

19 East, G trus County, Florida; AND Tract 256 of
20 GREEN ACRES ADDITION #6, UNIT 2, as the sane

21 appears of record on the plat recorded in Plat
22 Book 7, at Pages 70 through 72, inclusive, of
23 the Public Records of Citrus County, Florida;
24 AND Lot 3, HOMOSASSA H GHLANDS SUBDI VI SI ON, as
25 shown in Plat Book 7, at Page 33 of the Public
26 Records of Citrus County, Florida, LESS the

27 portion of said Lot described as follows: Begin
28 at the SE corner of Lot 3, thence N 89°35'48" W
29 along the South line a distance of 100 feet to
30 the SWcorner, thence N 00°28' 33" E along the W
31 line a distance of 27.13 feet to a point that
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is 50 feet from neasured at right angles to,

the centerline of the existing pavenent of a
county road known as GROVER CLEVELAND
BOULEVARD, thence S 89°36'35" E parallel to
said centerline a distance of 100 feet to a
point on the East |line, thence S 00°28' 33" W
al ong said East |line a distance of 27.15 feet
to the Point of Beginning; AND Lot 5 in Block B
of HAZELTON HI LLS, an unrecorded subdi vi sion
further described as follows: Comrence at the
SWcorner of the NW1/4 of the NW1/4 of
Section 25, Township 19 South, Range 17 East,
thence S 89°44' 45" E along the South line of
said N\W1/4 of NW1/4 a distance of 520.59
feet, thence N 00°00' 55" E 1080 feet, thence S
89°44' 45" E parallel to said South line a

di stance of 340 feet to the Point of Beginning,

thence continue S 89°44' 45" E parallel to said

South line a distance of 80 feet, thence 00°00

55" W 120 feet, thence N 89°44' 45" Woparall el

to said South line a distance of 80 feet,

t hence N 00°00' 55" E 120 feet to the Point of

Begi nning. Al such property being located in

Citrus County, Florida
(3) The powers, functions, and duties of the District

regardi ng ad val oremtaxation, bond issuance, other

revenue-raising capabilities, budget preparation and approval,

| iens and foreclosure of |iens, use of tax deeds and tax

certificates as appropriate for non-ad val orem assessnents,

and contractual agreenents shall be as set forth in this act

and in chapters 189 and 197, Florida Statutes, or any other
9
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appl i cabl e general or special |law, as they nay be anended from

tinme to tine.

(4) The District charter created by this act may be

anended only by special act of the Legislature.

(5) The purpose of the District shall be to supply

water within the District for public, donestic, industrial

and fire protection and to fix and collect rates and charges

for the services and facilities furnished by the water supply

and distribution systemand to fix and collect charges for

nmaki ng connections with the system

(6) District requirenents for financial disclosure,

neeting notices, reporting, public records maintenance, and

per di em expenses for District Conmi ssioners and enpl oyees
shall be as set forth in chapters 112, 189, and 286, Florida
Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

Section 2. District powers, functions, and duties.--

(1) In addition to any powers, functions, and duties

set forth in this act, the District shall |ikew se exercise

such powers, functions, and duties as may be set forth in

chapter 189, Florida Statutes, as the sane nay be anended from

tinme to tine.

(2) The District is hereby authorized and enpowered:

(a) To levy ad val oremtaxes and non-ad val orem

assessnents, as provided by this act and chapter 197, Florida

Statutes, on all taxable property within the territorial

boundaries of the District.

(b) To utilize the nethod provided in chapter 197,

Florida Statutes, as the sane nmay be anended fromtine to

time, for collecting non-ad val orem assessnents, fees, or

servi ce charges.

(c) To sue and be sued.
10
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(d) To nmke and enter into contracts and agreenents

necessary or incidental to the perfornmance of the duties

i nposed and the execution of the powers granted under this

act .

(e) To adopt and use a commpn seal and to alter sane.

(f) To acquire by grant, |oan, purchase, gift, or

devi se or by the exercise of the right of eninent donain al

property, real or personal, or any estate or interest therein

necessary, desirable, or convenient for the purposes of this

act and to sell, convey, lease, rent, or assign all or any

part thereof and to exercise all of its powers and authority

with respect thereto. The exercise of em nent donmin shall be

as provided for by applicable general |aw.

(g) To appoint and enpl oy a superintendent, an

attorney, and such other agents and enpl oyees as the District

deens advi sabl e.

(h) To plan, devel op, purchase or otherw se acquire,

construct, reconstruct, inprove, extend, enlarge, equip,

repair, naintain, and operate a water supply and distribution

systemwithin the territorial limts of the District.

(i) To fix and collect rates and charges for the

services and facilities furnished by its water supply and

distribution systemand to fix and coll ect charges for naking

connections to its system

(j) To issue revenue bonds, pursuant to section

189. 4085, Florida Statutes, as the sane nay be anended from

time to tine, and otherwise by this act and general law, to

pay the cost of purchasing or otherw se acquiring,

constructing, reconstructing, inproving, extending, enlarging,

or equipping its water supply and distribution system

11
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1 (k) To issue refunding bonds, pursuant to section

2] 189.4085, Florida Statutes, as the sanme nay be anended from
3|tine to tinme, or otherwise by general law, to refund any bonds
4 | then outstandi ng which shall have been i ssued under the

5] provisions of this act.

6 (I) To do all acts or things necessary or conveni ent

7| to carry out the powers expressly granted in this act.

8 Section 3. District governing board. --

9 (1) The governing body of the District shall be a

10 | board of five Conmi ssioners el ected pursuant to chapter 189,
11| Florida Statutes, by the electors of the District in a

12 | nonpartisan election held at the tine and in the manner

13 | prescribed for holding general elections. Each nenber of the
14 | board shall be elected for a termof 4 years and shall serve
15| until his or her successor assunes office, except that the

16 | Conmi ssioner who will be elected in Decenber of the year 2003
17 | and the three Conmi ssioners who will be elected in Decenber of
18 | the year 2005 will be elected for terns of 3 years in order to
19 | make District elections consistent with the Florida Genera

20 | El ecti ons.

21 (2) The office of each Commi ssioner is designated as a
22 | seat on the board, distinguished fromeach of the other seats
23| by a nuneral: 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5. Each candi date nust

24 | designate, at the tine he or she qualifies, the seat on the
25| board for which he or she is qualifying. The nane of each

26 | candi date who qualifies shall be included on the ballot in a
27 | way that clearly indicates the seat for which he or she is a
28 | candidate. The candidate for each seat who receives the nost
29 | votes shall be elected to the board.

30 (3) Each nenber of the board nust be a registered

31| elector of and reside within the District boundaries at the

12
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time he or she qualifies for election and continually

t hroughout his or her term

(4) In the event of a vacancy, due to any cause, on

t he Board of Conmi ssioners, the vacancy shall be filled for

the remai nder of the termby special election within 30 days

after the occurrence of the vacancy unl ess the vacancy occurs

within 90 days after a regul ar el ecti on.

(5) The procedures for conducting District el ections

and for qualification of electors shall be pursuant to section

189. 405, Florida Statutes, and general |aw, as the same nay be

amended fromtine to tine. Conm ssioners shall assune their

respective duties on the 1st Tuesday after the 1st Monday in

January after the date of such election

(6) Special elections may be held under the call of

the Chair at any tine as directed by the Conm ssioners. Once

called by the Chair, the election will occur in all respects

pursuant to the provisions of the Florida El ecti on Code.

(7) Commissioners shall receive conpensation up to the

amount of $200 per nonth. The conpensation to be received

fromDistrict funds shall be set by resolution of the

Conmi ssioners for perfornmance of their duties but may not be

i ncreased to nore than $200 per nonth per Commi ssioner without

the prior approval of a mpjority of the qualified el ectors of

the District voting in a referendumcalled for such

pur pose. Conmissioners shall be reinbursed by the District

for any expenses incurred in the performance of their duties

pursuant to chapter 112, Florida Statutes, as the sane may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(8) Any Commissioner may resign voluntarily and al so

shal | be deened to have resigned by ceasing to be a resident

and qualified elector within the District.
13
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1 (9) The board shall hold neetings pursuant to sections
2] 189.416 and 189.417, Florida Statutes, as the sane nmay be

3 | anended fromtine to tine.

4 (10) A npjority of the nmenbers of the Board of

5| Commi ssi oners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
6 | the business of the District. The affirmative vote of a

7| mjority of the governing board nenbers present and voting

8 | shall be necessary to transact busi ness.

9 (11) The District shall prepare and subnit reports,

10 | budgets, and audits as provided in sections 189. 415 and

11] 189.418, Florida Statutes, as the sane may be anended from
12 tinme to tine.

13 Section 4. Chair, Secretary-Treasurer.--At the first
14 | neeting of the Conmi ssioners, and annually thereafter, they
15| shall organi ze and desi gnate one of the Conmi ssioners to act
16 | as Chair and appoint a resident of the District, who need not
17 | be a Conmi ssioner, to act as Secretary-Treasurer. The

18 | Secretary-Treasurer shall be custodian of the official

19 | proceedi ngs, records, and funds of the District and upon order
20| of the Board of Conmi ssioners shall furnish bond for the

21 | performance of the Secretary-Treasurer's duties and accounting
22 | for the funds of the District. Disbursenent of funds of the
23| District shall be nade only upon orders authorized by the

24 | Board, signed by the Chair and countersigned by the

25| Secretary-Treasurer.

26 Section 5. General obligation bonds.--

27 (1) The District is hereby authorized to i ssue by

28 | resol ution general obligation bonds with an aggregate

29 | princi pal amount not exceedi ng $450, 000, payable fromrates,
30| rentals, fees, and charges provided for hereunder and, to the
31| extent necessary, ad valoremtaxes |evied as hereinafter

14
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1| provided, for the purpose of paying the cost of purchasing or
2| otherwi se acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, inproving,
3| extending, enlarging, or equipping its water supply and

4 | distribution system provided, however, that any such bonds

5| shall have been approved by the majority of the votes cast in
6] an election in which a majority of the freeholders who are

7| qualified electors residing in the District shall have

8| participated. Any such election shall be held and the result
9 | thereof deternmi ned and declared in the manner provided by the
10| el ection code of 1951 and chapter 189, Florida Statutes, or as
11 | such may be anended fromtine to tine.

12 (2) The bonds of each issue authorized pursuant to

13| this act shall be dated, shall nmature at such tine not

14 | exceeding 50 years after their date or dates, and shall bear
15| interest at such rate or rates not exceeding 5 1/2 percent per
16 | annum Such bonds nmay be made redeenabl e before maturity at
17 | the option of the District upon such terns and conditions as
18| the District may fix prior to their issuance. The District
19 | shall deternmine the formof the bonds, including interest

20 | coupons to be attached thereto, and the manner of execution
21 | thereof and shall fix the denonination of the bonds and the
22 | pl ace of paynent of principal and interest. This paynent

23| place may be at any bank or trust conpany within or wthout
24 | the state. Al bonds issued under the provisions of this act
25| shall be general obligations of the District and shall have
26 | and are hereby declared to have all of the qualities and

27 | incidents of negotiable instrunents under the negotiabl e

28 | instrunents law of Florida. The District may sell such bonds
29| in such manner, at such tine or times, and for such price as
30| it may deternine to be in the best interests of the District
31| and, in the resolution providing for the issuance of such

15
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1| bonds, provisions nmay be made for the custody and application
2| of the proceeds therefromas may be deened necessary or

3 | advant ageous for safeguardi ng such proceeds.

4 Section 6. Revenue bonds. --

5 (1) The District is hereby authorized to provide by

6| resolution at one tine, or fromtine to tine, for the issuance
7| of District revenue bonds for the purpose of paying all or a
8 | part of the cost of acquisition, construction, equipping,

9| repairing, extending, nmintaining, and reconstructing a water
10 | supply and distribution system The revenue bonds of each

11| i ssue shall be dated, shall bear interest at such rate or

12 | rates not exceeding 6 percent per annum shall mature at such
13| tine or tinmes, not exceeding 40 years after their date or

14 | dates, as nmay be determined by the District, and may be nade
15 | redeenmabl e before maturity, at the option of the District, at
16 | such price or prices and under such terns and conditions as
17 | may be fixed by the District prior to the i ssuance of the

18 | revenue bonds. The District shall deternmine the formof the
19 | revenue bonds, including any interest coupons to be attached
20| thereto, and the manner of execution of the revenue bonds and
21 | coupons, and shall fix the denom nation or denom nati ons of
22 | the revenue bonds and the place or places of paynent of

23| principal and interest, which may be at any bank or trust

24 | conpany within or without the state. |n case any officer

25 | whose signature or a facsimle of whose signature shall appear
26 | on any revenue bonds or coupons shall cease to be such officer
27 | before the delivery of such revenue bonds, such signature or
28 | such facsinmle shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for
29 | all purposes the sane as if that officer had remained in

30| office until such delivery. Al revenue bonds issued under
31| the provisions of this section shall have and are hereby

16
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declared to have all the qualities and incidents of negotiable

i nstrunents under the negotiable instrunents | aws of

Florida. The revenue bonds nmay be issued in coupon or

regi stered form or both, as the District nmay determne, and

provisions may be made for the registration of any coupon

bonds as to principal alone and also as to both principal and

interest and for the reconversion i nto coupon bonds of any

bonds registered as to both principal and interest. The

i ssuance of such revenue bonds shall not be subject to any

limtations or conditions contained in any other |law, and the

District may sell such revenue bonds in such manner and for

such price as it may deternine to be in the best interest of

the District, but no such sale shall be nade at a net interest

cost to the District in excess of 6 percent per annum

excl udi ng, however, from such conputations the anount of any

premiumto be paid on redenption of any revenue bonds prior to

maturity. Prior to the preparation of definitive bonds, the

District may, under like restrictions, issue interimreceipts

or tenporary bonds with or w thout coupons, exchangeable for

definitive bonds when such revenue bonds have been execut ed

and are available for delivery. The District nay al so provide

for the replacenent of any bonds that are be nutil at ed,

destroyed, or |ost.

(2) Such revenue bonds may be payable fromthe

revenues derived fromthe operation of the systemor of any

conbi nati on thereof and fromany other funds legally avail abl e

therefor, including the proceeds fromany special assessnents

levied by the District. The revenue bonds shall be entitled

to such priorities on such revenues as the District shal

provide. The issuance of such revenue bonds shall not

directly, indirectly, or contingently obligate the District to
17
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|l evy ad valoremtaxes for their paynent and the District shal

not convey or nortgage such facilities or any part thereof as

security for paynent of the revenue bonds.

(3) At the discretion of the District, each or any

i ssue of such revenue bonds may be secured by a trust

agreenent by and between the District and a corporate trustee,

whi ch may be any trust conpany or bank having the powers of a

trust conpany within or outside of the state. Such trust

agreenent nmay pl edge or assign the revenues to be received by

the District. The resolution providing for the i ssuance of

revenue bonds or such trust agreenent nmay contain such

provisions for protecting and enforcing the rights and

renedi es of the bondhol ders as nay be reasonabl e, proper, and

not in violation of |law, including covenants setting forth

District duties inrelation to the acquisition, construction

i nprovenent, nmi ntenance, operation, repair, and insurance of

the system and the custody, safeguarding, and application of

all noneys. It shall be lawful for any bank or trust conpany

i ncorporated under the laws of Florida to act as such

depository and to furnish such i ndemifying bonds or to pl edge

such securities as may be required by the District. Such

resolution or such trust agreenment nay restrict the individua

rights of action by bondholders as is customary in trust

agreenents securing bonds or debentures of corporations. In

addition to the foregoi ng, such resol ution or such trust

agreenent nmay contain such other provisions as the District

nmay deem reasonabl e and proper for the security of the

bondhol ders. Except as otherwi se provided in this section

the District may provide, by resolution or by trust agreenent,

for the paynent of the bond proceeds or revenues to such

of ficer, board, or depository as determned by the District.
18
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The District may al so provide the nethod of di sbursenent

thereof, with such safeguards and restrictions as it nay

determne. Al expenses incurred in carrying out such trust

agreenent nmay be treated as part of the cost of operation of

the system affected by such trust agreenent.

(4) A resolution or trust agreenent providing for the

i ssuance of the revenue bonds may al so contain such

limtations upon the issuance of additional revenue bonds as

the District may deem proper, and such additional revenue

bonds shall be issued under such restrictions or limtations

as may be prescribed by such resolution or trust agreenent.

(5) Revenue bonds nmay be issued under the provisions

of this act without obtaining the consent of any conmi ssion

board, bureau, or agency of the state or county and wi t hout

any ot her proceedi ng or the happening of any condition or

thing other than those proceedi ngs, conditions, or things

which are specifically required by act.

(6) The proceeds of the revenue bonds shall be used

solely for the paynent of the cost of the project for which

such revenue bonds were i ssued and shall be disbursed in the

manner provided in the resolution or in the trust agreenent

aut hori zing the bond issuance. |If the proceeds of the revenue

bonds of any issue shall exceed the anobunt required for the

pur pose for which the sane shall have been issued, the surplus

shal |l be set aside and used only for paying the principal of

and i nterest on such bonds.

(7) Any holder of revenue bonds issued under this act

or any of the coupons appertai ning thereto and the trustee

under any trust agreenent, except to the extent that the

rights herein given may be restricted by such trust agreenent,

may, either at lawor in equity, by suit, action, nmandanus, or
19
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ot her proceedi ngs, protect and enforce any and all rights

under the laws of Florida or granted hereunder or under such

trust agreenent or the resol ution authorizing the i ssuance of

such bonds and may enforce and conpel the performance of al

duties required by this section or by such trust agreenent or

resolution to be perforned by the District or by any officer

t her eof .
Section 7. Refunding bonds.--The District is hereby

aut hori zed to provide by resolution for the i ssuance of

refundi ng revenue bonds for the purpose of refunding any

revenue bonds then outstanding and i ssued under the provisions

of this act. The District is further authorized to provide by

resolution for the i ssuance of bonds for the conbined purpose

of paying the cost of any acquisition, construction, repair,

extensi ons, additions, equi pping, and reconstruction of any

systemfacilities and refunding revenue bonds of the District

whi ch were previously issued under the provisions of this act

and whi ch remain outstanding. The issuance of such

obligations, the maturities and other details thereof, the

rights and renedi es of the holders thereof, and the rights,

powers, privileges, duties, and obligations of the District

with respect to the sane shall be governed by the foregoing

provisions of this act.

Section 8. Levy of ad val oremtaxes, paynent of

bonds.--The District is hereby authorized and required to | evy

annually a tax upon all taxable property within the District

sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on all bonds

i ssued under this act as the sane shall respectively becone

due and payable and to create a sinking fund to pay the

principal thereof at or before nmaturity; however, any yearly

revenues received in excess of the anount required to pay the
20
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1| current expenses of administration, operation, nmintenance,

2| renewal s, and repl acenents of said water supply and

3| distribution systemshall be applied to pay such interest and
4 | principal and only such portion or anount of the annual tax as
5] woul d otherwi se be required shall be actually so |evied and

6| collected. A certified copy of the resolution or resol utions
7 | maki ng provisions for the levy of taxes as aforesaid shall be
8| filed with both the Board of County Conmi ssioners of Citrus

9| County and the State Conptroller

10 Section 9. Authority to levy and collect tax on rea

11 | and personal property for administrative costs, expenditure

12 | generally.--As provided in this act, the District is hereby

13 | aut hori zed each year to levy and coll ect an annual tax on al
14 | taxabl e real and personal property in the District at a rate
15| not exceeding 3 mlls per annum the proceeds of which shal

16 | be used and applied to the paynent of the cost of

17 | adninistration of the District or may be expended for

18 | prelimnary expenses in connection with the acquisition of

19 | such water supply and distribution system and pl aci ng the sane
20| in operation and may further be expended for the nmaintenance,
21 | i nprovenent, enhancenent, repair, extension, enlargenent,

22 | reconstruction, ownership, operation, managenent, and contro
23| of said water supply and distribution system

24 Section 10. Construction contracts.--All work done by
25| the District in the construction, reconstruction, repair,

26 | mai nt enance, inprovenent, or enlargenent of such water supply
27 | and distribution systeminvol ving the expenditure of nore than
28 [$5, 000 shall be done by contract entered into foll ow ng

29 | advertisenent for bids received on a stated date pursuant to
30| notice for sealed bids published at | east once each week for 2
31| consecutive weeks in a newspaper or journal of genera

21
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1| circulation anbng contractors in the State of Florida, and al
2 | such contracts shall be secured by performance bonds in an

3 | anount not | ess than 80 percent of the contract price,

4 | furnished by a surety conpany or conpani es authorized to do

5| business in the State of Florida.

6 Section 11. Special assessnents for construction

7 | reconstruction, repair, or maintenance of inprovenents.--

8 (1) The District may provide for the construction

9 | reconstruction, repair, and/or maintenance of inprovenents to
10| the systemof a local nature and of special benefit to the

11 | properties served thereby. Such special assessnments shall be
12 | I evied upon the property to be benefited by such inprovenents
13| at a rate of assessnent based on the special benefit accruing
14 | to such property.

15 (2) Special assessnents agai nst property deenmed to be
16 | benefited by i nprovenents as provided for herein shall be

17 | assessed upon the property specially benefited by the

18 | i nprovenent and proportioned by the benefits to be derived

19 | therefrom said special benefits to be determ ned and prorated
20| according to the front footage of the respective property

21| specially benefited by said i nprovenent or by such other

22 | nethod as the board may prescribe.

23 (3) When the District nmay determnmine to nake any

24 | i nprovenent aut horized herein, and to defray the whole or any
25| part of the expense thereof by special assessnents, the

26 | District shall so declare by resolution, stating the nature of
27 | the proposed i nprovenent, designating the areas to be so

28 | i nproved, the location of the inprovenents, and the part or
29 | portion of the expense thereof to be paid by special

30 | assessnents, the manner in which said assessnents shall be

31| nade, when said assessnents are to be paid, what part, if any,

22
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shal | be apportioned to be paid fromother funds desi gnated by

the District; and said resolution shall designate the |ands

upon which the special assessnent shall be levied and in

describing said lands, it shall be sufficient to describe them

as "all lots and | ands adjoi ning and contiguous to or boundi ng

and abutting upon such inprovenents or specially benefited

t hereby and further designated by the assessnent plan

herei nafter provided for. Such resolution shall also state the

total estimated cost of the inprovenent. Such estinated cost

may include the cost of construction or reconstruction,

repair, and nmai ntenance, the cost of all |abor and materials,

the cost of all lands, property, rights, easenents, and

franchi ses acquired, financing charges, interest prior to and

during construction and for 1 year after conpletion of

construction, cost of plans and specifications, surveys of

estimates of costs and of revenues, cost of engineering and

| egal services, and all other expenses necessary or incident

to determining the feasibility or practicability of such

construction or reconstruction, repair, and nmi ntenance,

admi ni strative expense, and such other expense as nmay be

necessary or incident to the financing herein authorized.

(4) Upon adoption of the resol ution provided for

herein, the District shall cause the resolution to be

publ i shed once a week for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper

of general circulation published in Gtrus County.

(5) Upon adoption of the resolution, the District

shal|l cause to be nade a prelimnary assessnent roll in

accordance with the nethod of assessnent provided for in the

resolution. The assessnent roll shall be conpleted as

pronptly as possible and shall show the |ots and | ands

assessed and the anount of the benefit to and the assessnent
23

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) SB 2858
11-452- 03 See HB 897

agai nst each lot or parcel of land and, if said assessnent is

to be paid in install nents, the nunber of annual installnents

in which the assessnent is divided.

(6) Upon conpletion of the prelininary assessnent

roll, the District shall by resolution fix a tinme and place at

whi ch the owners of the property to be assessed, or any other

persons interested therein, may appear before the District and

be heard as to the propriety and advisability of making such

i nprovenents, as to the costs thereof, as to the manner of

payrment therefor, and as to the anobunt thereof to be assessed

agai nst each property so inproved. A witten notice of such

public hearing shall be given to such property owners 10 days

prior to such hearing identifying the date, tine, and pl ace of

such hearing. The notice shall include the anbunt of the

assessnent and shall be served by mail to each such property

owner at the owner's |ast known address. The District shal

ascertain the nanes and addresses of such property owners from

the Property Appraiser or fromsuch other source as the

District deens reliable, proof of such mailing to be nade by a

District affidavit, and such proof shall be filed with the

Secretary-Treasurer of the board, provided that failure to

mail said notice or notices shall not invalidate any of the

proceedi ngs hereunder. The District shall al so provide notice

of the tine and place of such hearing by publications placed

in a newspaper of general circulation in Ctrus County at

| east two tines, at |least 1 week apart, provided that the | ast

publication shall be at least 1 week prior to the date of the

hearing. The notice shall describe the areas to be inproved

and shall advise all persons interested that the description

of each property to be assessed and the anpunt to be assessed

to each piece or parcel of property nay be ascertained at the
24
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District offices and are open to public inspection. Such

service of publication shall be verified by proof of

publication and filed with the Secretary-Treasurer of the
District.
(7) At the tine and place naned in the notice provided

for above, the Board of Commi ssioners shall neet and hear

testinony fromaffected property owners as to the propriety

and advisability of naking the inprovenents and fundi ng them

Wi th special assessnents on property. Follow ng the

testinony, the board shall make a final decision on whether to

| evy the special assessnents. Thereafter, the board shal

neet as an equalizing board to hear and consi der any and al

conplaints as to the special assessnents and shall adjust and

equal i ze the assessnents based on equity and fairness. Wen

so equal i zed and approved by resolution of the board, a fina

assessnent roll shall be filed with the office of the Cerk of

the Gircuit Court of Citrus County, and such assessnent shal

stand confirned and renmain legal, valid, and binding first

Iiens upon the property agai nst which such assessnments are

made until paid. However, upon conpletion of the inprovenent,

the District shall credit to each of the assessnents the

difference in the assessnent as originally nade, approved, and

confirnmed and the proportionate part of the actual cost of the

i nprovenent to be paid by special assessnents as finally

det erm ned upon the conpletion of the i nprovenent, but in no

event shall the final assessnents exceed the anount of

benefits originally assessed. Pronptly after such

confirmation, the assessnent shall be recorded by the derk of
the Circuit Court in Gtrus County. Fromthe date of such
recordi ng, the assessnents shall constitute |iens upon the

properties assessed, coequal with the lien of general county
25
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and district taxes, including ad val oremtaxes, and shall be

superior in rank and priority to all of the liens, titles, and

clains. The assessnent shall be collectible and shall be

entitled to sale and forfeiture in the sane nmanner and with

the sane attorney's fee, interest, and penalties for default

in paynents as general county taxes. Collection may al so be

effected by foreclosure in a court of equity, according to the

| aws then existing for the foreclosure of nortgages, and it

shall be lawful to join in any such bill or conplaint for

foreclosure on any one or nore lots or parcels of |and, by

whonsoever owned, if assessed for the sane i nprovenent nmde

under the provisions of this section. Failure to pay any

installment of principal or interest of any assessnent when

due shall, without notice of other proceedi ngs, cause al

install ments of principal remaining unpaid to be forthwith due

and payable with interest due thereon at date of default.
(8) Citrus County, the District, and each schoo
district, municipality, or other political subdivision owing

property abutting upon the inprovenent for which special

assessnents are nade shall possess the sane power and be

subject to the same duties and liabilities with respect to the

assessnents under this section affecting the real estate of

such county, district, nmunicipality, or political subdivision

which private owners of real estate possess or are subject to

hereunder. Such real estate shall be subject to the liens of

assessnents in all cases to the sane extent as if it had, at

the tine the lien attached, been owned by a private owner

(9) Al such assessnent liens shall be due and payabl e
at the office of the Tax Collector of Citrus County 30 days
after the date of the recording of the assessnent roll. All

assessnent liens not paid within said period shall becone
26

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) SB 2858
11-452- 03 See HB 897

payable in not nore than 10 equal annual installnents, the

nunber to be determined by the District at the tinme of the

confirmati on and approval of the assessnent roll with interest

at not nore than 10 percent per annumfromthe date due; but

any assessnent |ien beconing so payable in install nents nmay be

paid in full at any tine, together with interest accrued

thereon to the | ast day of the calendar quarter in which such

payrment is nmde.

(10) After the equalization, approval, and

confirmation of the special assessnents levied for the

proposed i nprovenents, the District may utilize any nethod

all onabl e by law for the funding of the special

assessnents. These nethods may include third-party financing

with any reputable | ender, the issuance of special assessnent

bonds of the District for the paynent of such portion of the

cost assessed agai nst the properties specifically benefited

t hereby and for the reinbursenment of any fund of the District

fromwhich any part of such cost has previously been

paid. The anpbunt of such bonds authorized to be issued

her eunder shall not exceed in the aggregate the total anount

of the assessment |liens pledged for their paynent and shal

mature at such tinme or tines not |later than 6 nonths after the

| ast installnent of the special assessnent |liens pledged to

t he paynent thereof, as nay be deternined by the District.

(11) The bonds issued under this section shall be

payabl e solely fromthe special assessnents, the installnents

thereof, and interest and penalties thereof which have been

pl edged to their paynent and shall not be deened to constitute

a general obligation of the District for the paynent of which

the full faith, credit, and taxing powers thereof are

pl edged. The issuance of such bonds shall not directly,
27
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1|indirectly, or contingently obligate the District to |evy or
2| pl edge any formof ad val oremtaxation

3 (12) Al collections of assessnents contai ned in any

4 | one assessnent roll and the interest and penalties thereon

5] shall be deposited in a separate fund properly designated, and
6 | such fund shall be pledged to, and used solely for, the

7 | paynent of the cost of the inprovenents or for the paynent of
8| the principal of and interest on any revenue bonds or special
9 | assessnent bonds issued under this section for the

10 | construction of the inprovenents for which said assessnents
11 | were made until all of said bonds and the interest thereon

12 | shall have been fully paid. |If bonds are issued for nore than
13 | one inprovenent, all assessnents collected for all such

14 | i nprovenents may by District resolution be placed in one fund
15| which shall be nmintai ned, pledged, and applied for the

16 | paynent of the principal of and interest on said bonds.

17 (13) |If any special assessnent made under the

18 | provisions of this act shall be either in whole or in part

19 | annul l ed, vacated, or set aside by the judgnent of any court,
20| or if the District shall be satisfied that any such assessnent
21| is so irregular or defective that the sane cannot be enforced
22| or collected, or if the District shall have omtted to nake
23 | such assessnment when it might have done so, the District shal
24 | take necessary steps to cause a new assessment to be nade for
25| the whole or any part of any inprovenent or agai nst any
26 | property benefited by any inprovenent, follow ng the
27 | provisions of this act. |n the event such second assessnent
28 | shall be annulled, the board may obtain and nake additi ona
29 | assessnents until a valid assessnent shall be |evied.
30 (14) Al assessnents and charges nade pursuant to this
31| act may be pledged to the paynent of the principal of and

28
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1| interest on any revenue bonds or special assessnent bonds

2| issued by the District.

3 (15) The District may nake all owances and grant credit
4 to property owners for inprovenents previously made by such
5| property owners to the extent the District deternines such

6 | existing i nprovenents to be of value and utility as a part of
7| the inprovenents for which such assessnent is nade and nay

8| prescribe a plan for fixing and determ ning such all owances
9| and credits.

10 (16) In fixing and enforcing the assessnents provided
11| for herein, where any | and has been surveyed, subdivided, or
12 | platted into small tracts designated as |ots or blocks or

13 | otherwi se, and the owner of the surveyed, subdivided, or

14 | platted | and recogni zes such survey, subdivision, or plat, the
15| I and enbraced in such may be described by reference to such
16 | whet her or not any plat thereof has been recorded.

17 (17) If the owner or owners of any |lot or parcel of

18 | | and assessed under the provisions of this section and al

19 | those having any interest therein by way of nortgage or other
20| lien or leasehold rights or otherwise shall in witing request
21| that such assessnent be divided so that a part of the sane
22 | shall be the assessnent on and constitute a lien on one

23 | portion of such lot or parcel and the remai nder shall be the
24 | assessnent on and constitute a lien or |liens against the

25 | remni nder of such parcel or separate parts thereof, the

26 | District, in its discretion, shall have the power to divide
27 | such assessnment in accordance with such request, and

28 | thereafter the separate parts of such assessnent shall be the
29 | assessnents and constitute separate |liens upon the parts of
30| the ot or parcel, respectively, into which the sane shal

31| have been so divided. Any resol ution nmaki ng such division

29
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shall recite a finding of the District that such division is

equitable and is based upon the benefits accruing to each

portion as divided.

(18) No irregularity or illegality in connection with

any of the proceedings herein authorized shall affect the

validity of such proceedings, the special assessnents |evied

t hereunder, or any bonds or contracts issued or executed

pursuant thereto unless such irregularity or illegality shal

substantially affect the rights of the District, its

i nhabitants, or the owners of the properties assessed for such

i mprovenents.

(19) A copy of any assessnent roll, certified as

correct by the Tax Collector of GCtrus County, shall be

admtted as evidence and shall be prinma facie proof of the

anmount of the assessnent and the property upon which said

assessnent is | evied.

(20) Wen any part of an inprovenent to be nmde

hereunder lies in part within the linmits of an incorporated

city or town, the board shall neverthel ess be authorized to

nmake such i nprovenent with respect to the part lying within

such city or town and to provide for assessing the cost

t hereof as herein provided if the governing body of such city

or town shall by resolution or ordinance consent to the

adoption and confirmation of the resolution passed or to be

passed by the board offering the inprovenent.

Section 12. Exenption fromtaxation and

assessnents.--Pursuant to sections 189.403 and 196. 199,

Florida Statutes, as the sane nmay be anended fromtine to

time, the District shall not be required to pay any taxes or

assessnents upon its assets or properties or upon the incone

t herefrom
30
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1 Section 4. This act shall be construed as renedial and
2| shall be liberally construed to pronote the purpose for which
3|it is intended.

4 Section 5. In the event any section or provision of

5| this act is determned to be invalid or unenforceabl e, such

6| deternmination shall not affect the validity or enforceability
7 | of each other section and provision of this act.

8 Section 6. In the event of a conflict of the

9| provisions of this act with the provisions of any other act,
10| the provisions of this act shall control to the extent of such
11 | conflict.

12 Section 7. Chapters 24429 (1947), 25726 (1949),

13| 59-1177, 63-1222, 70-630, 73-431, 76-346, 76-347, 77-528,

14 | 79-440, 80-475, 80-476, 81-360, 82-279, 83-386, 84-410,

15| 85-399, 86-456, 88-463, 88-484, 88-533, 89-436, 89-464,

16 | 89-499, 90-418, 90-419, 92-241, 92-337, and 96-525, Laws of
17 | Florida, are repeal ed

18 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
19 | I aw
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