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Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) SB 2880

By Senat or Saunders

37-991- 03 See HB 445
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Fort Myers Beach Public
Library District; codifying, anending, and
reenacting special acts relating to the
di strict; providing nenbership, powers, and
duties of the governing board of the district;
providing for the |l evying of non-ad val orem
assessnents and the i ssuance of bonds;
providing for the collection of taxes and
assessnents; providing construction; providing
severability; repealing chapters 65-1823,
75-418, 79-489, 79-491, 81-414, 85-441, and
91-404, Laws of Florida; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida

Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special

acts relating to the Fort Myers Beach Public Library District.

It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this lawto

provide a single, conprehensive special act charter for the

district, including all current legislative authority granted

to the district by its several |egislative enactnments and any

additional authority granted by this act.

Section 2. Chapters 65-1823, 75-418, 79-489, 79-491
81-414, 85-441, and 91-404, Laws of Florida, are codifi ed,
reenact ed, anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.

Section 3. The charter for the Fort Myers Beach Public
Library District is re-created and reenacted to read
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Section 1. Creation.--There is hereby nade, created,
and established the Fort Myers Beach Public Library District,
an i ndependent special district, hereinafter referred to as

"the District," through the codification and reenactnent of

the District's several |egislative enactnents, which shal

i nclude the foll owi ng described | and:

All that part of Lee County that is | ocated and

situated within San Carl os |Island; Estero

Island; the easterly one-half (1/2) of Section
13, Township 46 South, Range 23 East; Section
18, Townshi p 46 South, Range 24 East; and
Section 7, Township 46 South, Range 24 East,
except that part which is | ocated and situated

North of the old railroad grade.

Section 2. Governing body.--The District shall be

governed by a board which shall consist of seven qualified

residents. Candidates shall be required to open depositories

and appoint treasurers prior to accepting any contributions or

expendi ng any funds, provided that where a candi date accepts

no contributions and does no advertising and the only

expenditure is the filing fee or the fee required for checking

si gnatures, the candidate shall not be required to open a

depository or appoint a treasurer. Al nenbers of the

governi ng board of the District shall serve for a termof 4

years. Nothing herein shall affect the current termof office

or require the early expiration of the current termof office

of any current nenber of the governing board of the District.

Each el ected nenber of the governing board shall assune office

i mmedi ately upon his or her election. Menbers of the governing
2
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board of the District shall receive no conpensation. Vacancies

on the governing board of the District shall be filled by the

Governor for the remainder of the term and copies of al

resignations or vacanci es and appoi ntnents shall be sent to

the Supervisor of Elections. Al District elections shall be

on the first Tuesday after the first Monday i n Novenber of

even- nunbered years. The registered voters residing within the

District shall be pernitted to vote. Costs of any election

shall be borne by the District. Al elections shall be called

by resol ution of the governing board of the District. Election

results shall be determined by a plurality of the votes cast.

Candi dates shall qualify fromnoon of the 63rd day through

noon of the 49th day prior to the election. The nethods of

qgual i fying shall be uniformpursuant to Florida | aw,

especially chapter 99, Florida Statutes, and section 189. 405,

Florida Statutes, as said |laws nmay be anended fromtine to

time. The District may provide for the conduct of District

el ections by the Supervisor of Elections for Lee County,

Florida, or as otherw se described by Florida | aw

specifically section 189.405, Florida Statutes, as said | aws

nmay be anended fromtinme to tine.

Section 3. Oficers; neetings; powers.--Wthin 10 days

after the election of the nenbers of the governing board, the

nmenbers shall neet and elect fromtheir nenbership a

president, vice-president, secretary, corresponding secretary,

and treasurer; however, the sane nenber may be both secretary

and treasurer. The treasurer of the governi ng board, when

entering upon his or her duties, shall give a sufficient bond
to the Governor in the sumof $3,000 for the faithfu
perfornmance of his or her duties as treasurer, the prem umfor

the bond to be paid by the District. The treasurer shall nake
3
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a report at each regular neeting of the governing board.

Warrants for the paynent of |abor, equipnent, property, or

ot her expenses of the governing board, and in carrying into

effect this act and its purposes, shall be payable by the

treasurer of the governing board on accounts and vouchers in

t he manner approved by the governi ng board. The governi ng

board shall neet regularly at tinmes designated by the

governi ng board for the purpose of carrying out the business

of the District. Meetings of the nenbers of the governing

board of the District shall be noticed and regul ated as

provided by chapters 189 and 286, Florida Statutes, or any

ot her applicable general law, as said | aws nay be anended from

time to tinme. The governing board shall neet each year and

prepare a budget of proposed expenditures for the ensui ng year

and fix a nmllage rate for the ensuing year in accordance with

the provisions of section 200.065, Florida Statutes, as said

| aw nay be anended fromtine to tine. The budget shall be

limted to a sumwhich can be raised by the inposition of a

tax not to exceed 1 nill on the real and tangi bl e persona

property within the District, and the use thereof shall be

limted to library purposes within the District. The District

shal | have and the governi ng board nmay exercise the genera

powers and speci al powers prescribed herein and by genera

law, as said |laws may be anended fromtine to tine. In

particular, the governing board is authorized to buy, own,

| ease, and maintain library facilities, equipnent, books, and

supplies; to acquire, by purchase, |ease, gift, dedication

devi se, or otherw se, property both real and personal, and any

ot her property as the governing board may deem necessary or

proper in order to provide the residents within the District

with the nost conplete library facilities as finances may
4
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1| pernit; to nake and execute contracts and other instrunents

2 | necessary or convenient to exercise and carry out the powers
3] of the District, including contracting for the services of

4] consultants; to issue bonds; to borrow nbney, accept gifts,

5] and apply for and use grants or | oans of nobney or other

6 | property fromany governnent agency or person for any District
7 | purposes and to enter into agreenents required in connection
8| therewith, and to hold, use, sell, and dispose of such npbneys
9| or property for any District purpose in accordance with the
10| ternms of the gift, grant, |loan, or agreenent relating thereto;
11| to adopt procedures, ordi nances, or resol utions necessary to
12 | conduct District business and to satisfy the requirenents of
13| the District, including those requirenents prescribed in

14 | chapter 189, Florida Statutes; to invest and rei nvest any

15| surplus public funds as provided in chapter 218, Florida

16 | Statutes; and to negotiate and contract with any library

17 | facility within the District that has been in existence for at
18 | least 5 years on the date that this act becones | aw and which
19 | has been determ ned by the Internal Revenue Service of the

20| United States Treasury Departnent to be tax-exenpt under the
21| laws of the United States for the purpose of allocating funds
22| to the library facility or property in kind, either real or

23 | personal, and in furtherance of providing facilities for the
24 | residents within the District.

25 Section 4. Taxes; non-ad val orem assessnents; bond

26 | i ssuance.--The District governing board shall fix and cause to
27 | be levied on all property of the District a mllage sufficient
28| to neet the requirenents of the adopted budget; however, 1

29 | mll is the maxi numthat can be levied in any one year, except
30| as may be provided in any applicable general |aw, as said | aws
31| may be anended fromtine to tine. The District shall have such

5
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W W NNNNMNNNNMNNNNRRRRRRRPR B R
P O © 0 ~N O U0 BN WNIEREPRO O ®ONO®D O M WN R O

da _Senate - 2003 (NP) SB 2880
1-03 See HB 445

authority to |l evy non-ad val orem assessnents as prescribed in

chapter 189, Florida Statutes, and any ot her applicable

general law, as said |laws nay be anended fromtine to tine.

The District shall have such authority to i ssue bonds as

prescribed in chapter 189, Florida Statutes, and any other

appl i cabl e general law, as said |laws nay be anended fromtine

totinme, for District purposes. The taxes received by the

District herein shall be linmted for library purposes within

the District, and upon assessnent havi ng been made, the

assessnent shall be in substitution and shall supersede,

within the District, any other taxes, whether special or

i ncluded within the general fund, which the Board of County

Conmi ssioners of Lee County may levy or attenpt to levy within

this District for library purposes.

Section 5. Assessnent and collection of taxes and

assessnents. - - Taxes and assessnents herein provided for shal

be assessed and collected in the nmanner prescribed by

appl i cabl e general law, as said |laws nay be anended fromtine

totine. In particular, the taxes provided for herein shall be

assessed and collected in the sane manner and form as provided

for the assessnent and collection of county taxes and subject

to a 3-percent conmi ssion for assessing and a 3-percent

conm ssion for collecting sane. The tax coll ector shal

di stribute taxes collected on behalf of the District pursuant

to general law, as said | aws may be anended fromtine to tine.

Section 4. This act shall be construed as renedi al and

shall be liberally construed to pronpote the purpose for which

it is intended.

Section 5. If any clause or provision of this act is

decl ared as unconstitutional or invalid for any cause or

reason, it shall be elimnated fromthis act, and the
6
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renmai ning portion of this act shall remain in full force and

effect as if said unconstitutional or invalid portion had not

been i ncorporated herein.
Section 6. Chapters 65-1823, 75-418, 79-489, 79-491
81-414, 85-441, and 91-404, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.
Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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