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Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) SB 2960

By Senat or Saunders

37-935-03 See HB 1055
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Lee County Traunma
Services District, an independent district;
providing for establishnment of the Lee County
Trauma Services District for the purpose of
financially supporting trauma services in Lee
County; providing that such trauma services
shal | be provided through a designated Level |
Trauma Center; providing for a governing board;
providing for officers of the governing board;
providing for audit of books; providing for
guarterly neetings; prescribing the powers and
duties of the board; stating a public purpose;
providing for a budget; providing severability;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Lee County Traumm Services District, an

i ndependent special district enconpassing all the territory

conprising Lee County, Florida, shall be established for the

pur poses of financially supporting the provision of trauna

services in Lee County, which trauma services shall be defined

as conprehensi ve energency nedi cal services for victins of

trauma and trauma-related injuries, provided by the State of

Fl orida designated Level Il Trauma Center operated by Lee
Menorial Health System
Section 2. The governing body of the Lee County Traumm

Services District shall be conposed of the nenbers of the

Board of Directors of the Lee Menorial Health System a

political entity, as duly constituted by | aw and any
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1| anendnments thereto, and shall be called the Board of Directors
2| of the Lee County Traumm Services District.

3 Section 3. The Board of Directors of the Lee County

4 | Trauna Services District shall have the sane officers as those
5| officers of the Board of Directors of the Lee Menorial Health
6| System

7 Section 4. The books and accounts of the Lee County

8| Trauma Services District shall be audited annually by an

9 | i ndependent certified public accountant selected by the board
10 ) of the District. The report of said audit shall be open for
11 ] inspection by the public.

12 Section 5. The Board of Directors of the Lee County
13 | Traunm Services District shall neet no less than quarterly at
14 | such date, tine, and place as may be fixed by the board.

15| Proper notice of such neetings shall be filed and given,

16 | i nutes shall be kept in accordance with general |law, and al
17 | neetings of the board shall be open to the public.

18 Section 6. The Board of Directors of the Lee County
19 | Traunm Services District shall have the authority to operate
20 | and conduct the business of the District and, consistent
21| therewith, shall have the foll owi ng powers:
22 (1) The board is authorized to pay all expenses of
23 | operation of the District and all other necessary expenses
24 | incurred, including the fees and expenses of attorneys
25| retained by the board or the nmanagenent of the District, in
26 | the transacti on of the business of the District, and in
27 | carrying out and acconplishing the purposes of this act.
28 (2) The Lee County Trauma Services District may sue
29 | and be sued in the nane of Lee County Traunmm Services
30| District, provided that in any suit, a change in personnel of
31| the board shall not abate the suit, which shall proceed as if
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such change had not taken place. In all suits against the Lee

County Trauma Services District, service or process shall be

had on any officer of the board or its |legal representative.

(3) To the fullest extent pernmitted by state |law, the

board nmay nmke, or authorize its nanagenent to nake,

contracts.
(4) The board is authorized to accept gifts, bequests,

grants, endowrents, and conveyances from any source for the

use and benefit of the Lee County Traunmm Services District.

(5) The board nmay, or nmmy authorize its nmanagenent to,

settle or conpronise any claim suit, or action brought

agai nst the Lee County Traunmm Services District or any of its

subsidiaries or affiliated organi zations, or any of its

directors, officers, or enployees when such claim suit, or

action arises out of such directors', officers', or enpl oyees

acts or omissions in the course of enploynent or the

perfornmance of official duties, consistent with the provisions

of the Florida Waiver of Sovereign Immunity Act, as such act

may be in effect at the tine of such settlenent or conprom se

(6) The board nmay take action consistent with the

efficient and effective operation of the Lee County Traunm

Services District or the traunma center provided for by this

act, consistent with the Constitution and | aws of the State of
Fl ori da.
Section 7. The operation and mai ntenance of the Lee

County Trauma Services District and the operation of health

facilities provided for in this act are declared to be a

publ i c purpose.

Section 8. (1) The fiscal year of the Lee County

Trauma Services District shall be the sane as that of the Lee

Menorial Health System The board shall prepare a tentative
3
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budget for the District covering its proposed operation and

requi renments for the ensuing fiscal year. The budget shall set

forth the proposed expenditures of the District for operation

and nmai ntenance of the Level |l Trauma Center and paynent for

trauma-rel at ed physician services and for the conduct of the

affairs of the District generally. The budget shall be in such

formas the board may deci de.

(2) The budget shall also include the estinmated anpunt

obligated for conmitnents which have been nmade but not

conpl eted, shall indicate the estimted bal ance of unobli gated

funds which shall be on hand at the beginning of the fisca

year, and shall indicate the estimted anbunt to be rai sed.

(3) The provision of notice to the public and the

opportunity for public comment regarding the district budget

shal|l be as provided by general |aw.

Section 9. It is declared to be the legislative intent

that if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, provision

or part thereof of this act is held invalid, unenforceable, or

unconstitutional, it shall not affect the remai nder of the

act, and the remni nder of the act shall remain in force and

effect as if the invalid portion had not been enact ed.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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