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By Senator Snith

14- 254- 03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to specialty license plates;
3 anendi ng s. 320.08058, F.S.; revising the use
4 of annual use fees fromthe sale of Sea Turtle
5 license plates; repealing s. 370.12(1)(h),
6 F.S., which provides for the Fish and Wldlife
7 Conservation Comri ssion to provide grants to
8 conduct nmarine turtle research, conservation
9 and education activities; providing an
10 ef fective date.
11
12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Subsection (19) of section 320.08058,
15| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
16 320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--
17 (19) SEA TURTLE LI CENSE PLATES. - -
18 (a) The departnent shall develop a Sea Turtle license
19 | plate as provided in this section. The word "Florida" nust
20 | appear at the top of the plate, the words "Hel ping Sea Turtles
21| Survive" must appear at the bottomof the plate, and the inage
22| of a sea turtle nust appear in the center of the plate.
23 (b) The first $500,000 of annual use fees shall be
24 | deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund in
25| the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion and—Fhe—+fi+st
26 [$560,060—+n—annuat—revente shall be used by the Florida Mrine
27 | Turtle Protection Programto conduct sea turtle protection,
28 | research, and recovery prograns. The next $215,000 i n annua
29 | use fees shall be distributed to the Caribbean Conservation
30| Corporation to fund sea turtle research and education
31| prograns. The Cari bbean Conservati on Corporation shal
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1| annually distribute assigned funds through a Sea Turtle Grants
2| Programthat supports sea turtle research and educati on

3] activities of Florida-based nonprofit groups, education and

4 | research institutions, and coastal counties in this state. The
5| Cari bbean Conservation Corporation shall wite and publish

6 | procedures for subnmitting grant applications and criteria for
7| allocating avail able funds, and shall appoint a technica

8 | advi sory conmittee, conposed of at |east five nenbers,
9]including two representatives fromthe Fish and Wldlife

10 | Conservation Conmi ssion, to establish funding priorities and
11| select grant recipients fromproposals subnitted by eligible
12 | entities. Any additional annual revenue shall be distributed
13 ) as follows: 70 percent shall be deposited in the Marine

14 | Resources Conservation Trust Fund and used by the Florida

15| Marine Turtle Protection Programfor sea turtle conservation
16 | activities and 30 percent shall be assigned to the Cari bbean
17 | Conservation Corporation for distribution through the Sea

18 | Turtle Grants Program A naxi num of 15 percent of the funds

19 | distributed to the Cari bbean Conservati on Corporation nay be
20 | expended for administrative costs directly associated with the
21| grants program and a nmaxi mum of 10 percent may be used to

22 | pronote and narket the Sea Turtle license plate. Funds

23 | received by the Cari bbean Conservation Corporation fromthe

24| Sea Turtle license plate or the Sea Turtle Grants Program and
25| funds received by any grant recipient of the Sea Turtle Gants
26 | Program nay not be used for litigation. Addit+onrat—tecense
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28 | toetal—annual—revenuve—shaH—be—di-spersed—annuvatty—throeugh—the
29 | marine—tdrtte—grants—programas—provided—in—s—37612(H){h)—
30 | Fheremainingannval—useproceeds——shal—beusedby—theFlorida
31
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Section 2. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section
370.12, Florida Statutes, is repealed on June 30, 2004.
Section 3. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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Revi ses the distribution of annual use fees received from
sales of the Sea Turtle |license plate and. provides for
the use of such funds. (See bill for details.)
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