Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 336

By the Committee on Banking and | nsurance; and Senators W se
and Fasano

311-1935-03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to notor vehicle liability
3 i nsurance; anending s. 320.055, F.S.; providing
4 for a 6-nonth vehicle registration for persons
5 reinstating their driver's |license that has
6 been suspended for driving under the influence;
7 requiring the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and
8 Mot or Vehicles to issue 6-nonth vehicle
9 registration certificates and validation
10 stickers; specifying the anbunt of taxes and
11 fees which nust be paid; anmending s. 324.131
12 F.S.; requiring persons whose |icense or
13 regi stration has been suspended or revoked due
14 to a violation of driving under the influence
15 to maintain, for 3 years, noncancel abl e
16 liability coverage as described in s
17 627.7275(2), F.S.; authorizing the Departnent
18 of H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles to adopt a
19 formfor proof of such coverage; anending s.
20 627.7275, F.S., requiring insurers to make
21 avail able bodily injury and property danage
22 liability coverage that is noncancel able for a
23 certain period; providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 320.055, Florida
28 | Statutes, is anended to read:
29 320. 055 Registration periods; renewal periods.--The
30| following registration periods and renewal periods are
31 | establi shed:
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(1) (a) For a notor vehicle subject to registration
under s. 320.08(1), (2), (3), (5(b), (¢), (d), or (f),
(6)(a), (7), (8, (9), or (10) and owned by a natural person
the registration period begins the first day of the birth
nmont h of the owner and ends the last day of the nonth

i medi ately preceding the owner's birth nonth in the
succeeding year. |If such vehicle is registered in the nane of
nore than one person, the birth nonth of the person whose nane
first appears on the registration shall be used to determne
the registration period. For a vehicle subject to this
registration period, the renewal period is the 30-day period
ending at mdnight on the vehicle owner's date of birth.
(b) Notwithstandi ng the requirenents of paragraph (a),

the owner of a notor vehicle subject to paragraph (a), who has

had his or her driver's license suspended pursuant to a
violation of s. 316.193 or pursuant to s. 324.26(2) for
driving under the influence, nust obtain a 6-nonth

registration as a condition of reinstating the license,

subj ect to renewal during the 3-year period that financial

responsibility requirenents apply. The registration period

begins the first day of the birth nonth of the owner and ends

the last day of the fifth nonth imediately follow ng the

owner's birth nonth. For such vehicles, the departnent shal

i ssue a vehicle registration certificate that is valid for 6

nont hs and shall issue a validation sticker that displays an

expiration date of 6 nonths after the date of issuance. The

license tax required by s. 320.08 and all other applicable

| i cense taxes shall be one-half of the anpbunt ot herw se

requi red, except that the service fee required by s. 320. 04,

shall be paid in full for each 6-nonth registration
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Section 2. Section 324.131, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

324.131 Period of suspension.--Such |icense,
regi stration and nonresident's operating privilege shal
remai n so suspended and shall not be renewed, nor shall any
such license or registration be thereafter issued in the nane
of such person, including any such person not previously
licensed, unless and until every such judgnent is stayed,
satisfied in full or to the extent of the limts stated in s.
324.021(7) and until the said person gives proof of financial
responsibility as provided in s. 324.031, such proof to be
mai ntai ned for 3 years. In addition, if the person's license

or registration has been suspended or revoked due to a

violation of s. 316.193, that person nmust naintain

noncancel able liability coverage for each notor vehicle

registered in his or her nane, as described in s. 627.7275(2),

and nust present proof that coverage is in force on a form

adopted by the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehi cl es, such proof to be maintained for 3 years.
Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 627.7275, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

627.7275 Motor vehicle property damage liability.--

(2)(a) Insurers witing notor vehicle insurance in
this state shall nake available, subject to the insurers
usual underwriting restrictions:

1. Coverage under policies as described in subsection
(1) of this section to any applicant for private passenger
not or vehicle insurance coverage who i s seeking the coverage
in order to reinstate the applicant's driving privileges in
this state when the driving privileges were revoked or
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1| suspended pursuant to s. 316.646 or s. 627.733 due to the

2| failure of the applicant to maintain required security;, and-

3 2. Coverage under policies as described in subsection
4)(1) and which also provide liability coverage for bodily
5]injury, death, and property danmage arising out of the

6 | ownershi p, nmmintenance, or use of the notor vehicle in an

7 | anount not less than the limts described in s. 324.021(7) and
8 | which conforms to the requirenents of s. 324,151

9 (b) The policies described in paragraph (a) petey

10 | shall be issued for a period of at |least 6 nonths and as to

11 | the nmininmum coverages required under this section shall not be
12 | cancel able by the insured for any reason or by the insurer

13| after a period not to exceed 30 days during which the insurer
14 | nust conplete underwiting of the policy. After the insurer

15| has conpl eted underwiting the policy within the 30-day

16 | period, the insurer shall notify the Departnment of H ghway

17 | Safety and Motor Vehicles that the policy is in full force and
18 | effect and the policy shall not be cancelable for the

19 | remni nder of the policy period. A premumshall be collected
20 | and coverage shall be in effect for the 30-day period during
21| which the insurer is conpleting the underwiting of the policy
22 | whether or not the person's driver |license, notor vehicle tag,
23| and notor vehicle registration are in effect. Once the
24 | noncancel abl e provisions of the policy becone effective, the
25| coverage or risk shall not be changed during the policy period
26 | and the prem umshall be nonrefundable. |[If, during the
27 | pendency of the 2-year proof of insurance period required
28 | under s. 627.733(7) or during the 3-year proof of financial
29 | responsibility required under s. 324.131, whichever is
30 | applicable, the insured obtains additional coverage or
31| coverage for an additional risk or changes territories, the
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i nsured nust obtain a new 6-nmonth noncancel able policy in
accordance with the provisions of this section. However, if
the insured nust obtain a new 6-nonth policy and obtains the
policy fromthe sane insurer, the policyhol der shall receive
credit on the new policy for any prem um paid on the
previously issued policy.

(c) thy—The—proevistons—oef This subsection controls
shatH——coent+or to the extent of any conflict with any other
secti on.

Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 336

The Conm ttee Substitute:

Amends s. 320.055, F.S., to require an owner of a notor .
vehi cl e whose driver’s [icense has been suspended for driving
under the influence (DU) to obtain a 6-nonth vehicle
registration as a condition of |icensure reinstatenent.
ReqQui res the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles
to issue a 6-nonth vehicle reglstratlon certificate and
validation sticker. Prorates the annual |icense taxes but
requires the full service fee required by s. 320.04, F.S., for
each 6-nonth registration.
Amends s. 324.131, F.S., to require a person to obtain a
6- mont h noncancel abl e notor vehicle liability policy as a.
condition of reinstating a driver's license and registration
t hat were suspended or revoked due to a violation of DU, to
be mai ntained for 3 years.
Amends s. 627.7275, F.S., to require insurers to nmake ]
avai |l abl e 6-nonth, noncancelable liability policies, subject
to underwiting restrictions.
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