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HB 0049, Engrossed 1 2003

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public libraries; anending s. 257.17,

3 F.S.; authorizing nunicipalities to receive operating

4 grants; establishing mninmmstandards for receipt of

5 funds; renoving m ni nrum popul ati on requirenent for

6 muni ci palities to be eligible to receive funds; anendi ng

7 s. 257.191, F.S.; revising provisions relating to public

8 library construction grants; providing for waiver of |ocal

9 mat chi ng requi renent under certain circunstances;

10 aut horizing the Division of Library and Information

11 Services to adm nister certain funds; providing for

12 eligibility for grant fundi ng; providing for the adoption

13 of rules; providing for effect contingent upon certain

14 appropriations; anending s. 257.22, F.S.; permtting

15 eligible political subdivisions to receive warrants;

16 anending s. 257.23, F.S.; requiring certification of

17 annual tax inconme by a specified date; clarifying

18 authority with regard to applications for grants;

19 repealing s. 257.19, F.S., relating to library

20 construction grants; anmending s. 257.261, F.S.; revising

21 provisions relating to confidentiality of public library

22 registration and circulation records to authorize

23 di scl osure of information to the parent or guardian of a

24 library patron under age 16, for the purpose of collecting

25 fines or recovering overdue books or other materials;

26 provi ding an effective date.

27

28 WHEREAS, in enacting revisions to the State Aid to

29| Libraries program the Legislature recognizes that the origina
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intent of aiding and encouragi ng the establishnent of free

i brary service throughout the state by offering grants to
i ndi vi dual counties is succeedi ng because all counties in this
state are currently participating in the program and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that providing state
aid to independent municipal libraries while supporting
political subdivisions that are currently participating in the
State Aid to Libraries programis a valuable contribution to the
extension of the state's public library devel opnent plan, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature further recogni zes the need for
state aid in order to equalize the | evel of service that public
libraries in various communities throughout the state are able
to provide, to pronote free library service that benefits al
residents of the state, and to pronote coordi nati on anong public
libraries in order to inprove the delivery of |ibrary services,
NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 257.17, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

257.17 Operating grants.-A political subdivision that has
been designated by a county or nmunicipality as the single

library admnistrative unit is eligible to receive fromthe
state an annual operating grant of not nore than 25 percent of
all local funds expended by that political subdivision during
t he second preceding fiscal year for the operation and

mai nt enance of a library, under the follow ng conditions:

(1) Eligible political subdivisions include:
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(a) A county that establishes or maintains a library or

that gives or receives free library service by contract with a
muni ci pality or nonprofit library corporation or association
wi t hin such county;

(b) A county that joins with one or nore counties to
establish or maintain a library or contracts wth another
county, a special district, a special tax district, or one or
nmore nunicipalities in another county to receive free library
service;

(c) A special district or special tax district that
establishes or maintains a library and provides free library
service; or

(d) A municipality wtha—poepulation—of200,000or—hbre
that establishes or maintains a library or that and gives or

receives free library service by contract with a nonprofit

i brary corporation or association within the nunicipality.

(2) The library established or maintained by such
political subdivision shall
(a) Be operated under a single adm nistrative head who is

an enpl oyee of the single library admnistrative unit and who

has conpleted a |ibrary educati on program accredited by the

Anerican Library Association. The single admnistrative head

shall have at |east 2 years of full-tinme paid professiona

experience, after conpleting the library education program in a

public library that is open to the public for a m nimum of 40

hours per week. and

(b) Expend its funds centrally. >
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(c) Provide reciprocal borrowing and other library

services pursuant to interlocal agreenent. Gve free library

service to aH residents of all political subdivisions within

the county that receive operating grants fromthe state efthe

g - Lol disted ol
et

(d) Have at |least one library or branch library open for

40 or nore hours per week.

(e) Have a long-range plan, an annual plan of service, and

an annual budget.

(f) Engage in joint planning for coordination of |ibrary

services within the county or counties that receive operating

grants fromthe state.

(3) Any political subdivision establishing public Iibrary
service for the first tine shall submt a certified copy of its
appropriation for library service, and its eligibility to

recei ve an operating grant shall be based upon such

appropriation.
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n i I ) ) Led | , .
Section 2. Section 257.191, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

257.191 Public library construction grants.--

(1) The Division of Library and Information Services may
accept and adm nister library constructi on noneys appropriated
to it and shall allocate such appropriation to municipal,
county, and regional libraries in the formof public library
construction grants on a matching basis. The | ocal matching
portion shall be no | ess than the grant anmount, on a dollar-for-
dollar basis, up to the nmaxi num grant anount 50—pereent. The
di vision shall waive the matching requirenent if a county or

muni ci pality requests a waiver of the natching requirenent and

has been designated a rural community in accordance with ss.
288. 0656(2) (b) and 288.06561. Initiation of a library

construction project 12 nonths or less prior to the grant award

under this section shall not affect the eligibility of an

applicant to receive a public library construction grant.

(2)(a) The Division of Library and Information Services

may accept and admi ni ster noneys appropriated to it for small

county public library construction grants. The purpose of the

grants is to assist counties and nunicipalities that have been

designated rural communities in accordance with ss.
288. 0656( 2) (b) and 288. 06561 to construct, expand, or renovate

public library facilities to neet the requirenent of 0.6 square

feet per capita of total library floor space.

(b) To be eligible to conpete for funds under this

section, a county or nmunicipality shall:
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1. Conply with the definition of rural community as

provided in s. 288.0656(2)(b).

2. Have less than 0.6 square feet per capita of total

library fl oor space.

3. Certify that the county or nunicipality wll

appropriate and expend sufficient funds to operate the conpl eted

library facility.

4. Not apply for a grant under the public library

construction grant program provided in subsection (1) during the

sane fiscal vyear.

(c) The inplenmentation of the provisions of the smal

county public library construction grants under this subsection

shall be contingent upon specific appropriations provided to the

Departnent of State for funding of these grants.

(3) The division shall adopt rules for the adm nistration
of library construction grants. For the purposes of this
section, s. 257.21 does not apply.

Section 3. Section 257.22, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

257.22 Division of Library and Information Services;
al | ocati on of funds.-Any noneys that may be appropriated for use
by a county, a nmunicipality, a special district, or a special
tax district for the maintenance of a library or library service
shall be adm nistered and all ocated by the Division of Library
and Information Services in the manner prescribed by law. On or
bef ore Decenber 1 of each year, the division shall certify to
the Conptroller the anbunt to be paid to each county,
muni ci pality, special district, or special tax district, and the

Conmptroller shall issue warrants to the eligible politica
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subdi vi si ons respective boards—of county—com-ssioners—or—chief
 cinal . horiti : I " 1

Section 4. Section 257.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to

read:
257.23 Application for grant. —
- The board of county comm ssioners of any county, the

chi ef executive officer of a nmunicipality, or the governi ng body

of a special district or a special tax district desiring to

recei ve a grant under the provisions of ss. 257.14-257.25 shal
apply therefor to the Division of Library and Information
Services on or before October 1 of each year on a formto be
provi ded by the division. +a The applicati on—whieh shall be
signed by the chair of the board of county conm ssioners and
attested by the clerk of the circuit court or the appropriate

officer in a charter county, by the chief executive officer of a

muni cipality and attested by the clerk of the nunicipality, or

by the chair of the governing body and attested by the chief

financial officer of a special district or a special tax

district. The county, nunicipality, special district, or special

tax district the-beoardofcountyconmm-ssioners shall agree to

observe the standards established by the division as authorized

ins. 257.15. On or before Decenber 1 each year, the applicant

shall certify the annual tax incone and the rate of tax or the
annual appropriation for the free library or free library
service, and shall furnish such other pertinent information as
the division may require.
o I hiof | cioal . hor i :
| cioali losiri . I I .. :
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| L Lot . : bof | : |

Section 5. Section 257.19, Florida Statutes, is repeal ed.
Section 6. Section 257.261, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

257.261 Library registration and circul ation records.-Al
regi stration and circul ation records of every public library,
except statistical reports of registration and circulation, are
confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1) and
froms. 24(a) of Art. | of the State Constitution. Except in
accordance with proper judicial order, a person may not make
known in any manner any information contained in such records,
except as provided in this section. As used in this section,
the term"registration records” includes any information that a
library requires a patron to provide in order to becone eligible
to borrow books and other materials, and the term"circul ation
records” includes all information that identifies the patrons
who borrow particul ar books and other materials. This section
does not prohibit any library, or any business operating jointly

with the library, fromdisclosing information to the parent or

guardian of a public library patron under the age of 16
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 cinal I F (ficials.  udicial
offetals, for the purpose of collecting fines or recovering

over due books, docunents, filns, or other itenms or materials
owned or otherwi se belonging to the library. This section does
not prohibit any library, or any business operating jointly with
the library, fromdisclosing information to municipal or county
| aw enforcenent officials or to judicial officials or to any

busi ness, for the purpose of collecting fines or recovering

overdue books, docunents, filns, or other itens or materials

owned or otherw se belonging to the library; provided that,— in

the case of a public library patron under the age of 16, the a

public library or business entity nmay only rel ease confidentia

information relating to the parent or guardi an of the person
under the age of 16. Any person who violates this section
commts is—gutty—of a m sdeneanor of the second degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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