Florida Senate - 2003 SB 518

By Senator Constantine

22- 89A- 03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Florida Buil ding Code;
3 anending s. 553.73, F.S.; providing for the
4 updating of the Florida Building Code; anendi ng
5 s. 553.842, F.S.; revising provisions relating
6 to product evaluation reports; providing
7 requirenments relating to regional energency
8 el evator access; requiring elevators in certain
9 newl y constructed or substantially renovated
10 buil dings to be keyed alike within each of the
11 state energency response regions; providing for
12 these requirenents to be phased in for certain
13 exi sting buildings; restricting the duplication
14 and i ssuance of naster el evator keys; requiring
15 the |l abeling of nmaster el evator keys; allow ng
16 local fire marshals to allow substitute
17 energency neasures for elevator access in
18 certain circunmstances; providing for appeal of
19 the local fire marshal's decision; providing
20 for the State Fire Marshal to enforce these
21 provi sions; encouraging builders to use
22 appl i cabl e new technol ogy to provi de regi ona
23 energency el evator access; providing an
24 ef fective date.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 553.73, Florida
29| Statutes, is anended to read:
30 553.73 Florida Building Code. --
31
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(6) The commission, by rule adopted pursuant to ss.
120.536(1) and 120.54, shall update the Florida Building Code
every 3 years. Wen updating the Florida Building Code, the
conmi ssion shall consider changes nmade by the adopting entity
of any sel ected nodel code for any nodel code incorporated
into the Florida Building Code, and may subsequently adopt the
new——edi-ton—or—stuceessor—of—the—rpdet—code—o6+ any part of such
code, no sooner than 6 nonths after it stuch—ropdel—code has
been adopted by the adopting organization, which may then be
nodi fied for this state as provided in this section, and shal
further consider the comrission's own interpretations,
decl aratory statenments, appellate decisions, and approved
statewi de and | ocal technical anendnents. A change nade by an
institute or standards organi zation to any standard or
criterion that is adopted by reference in the Florida Building
Code does not becone effective statewide until it has been
adopted by the comission. Furthernore, the edition of the
Fl orida Building Code which is in effect on the date of
application for any pernit authorized by the code governs the
permtted work for the Iife of the pernit and any extension
granted to the pernit. Any anendnent to the Florida Building
Code which is adopted upon a finding by the conm ssion that
the anendnent is necessary to protect the public from
i medi ate threat of harmtakes effect inmediately.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
553.842, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

553.842 Product eval uation and approval. --

(6) Statewide or |ocal approval of products, nethods,
or systens of construction nmay be achi eved by one of the
foll owi ng net hods. One of these nethods nust be used by |oca
officials or the comi ssion to approve the follow ng
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categories of products: panel walls, exterior doors, roofing,
skyl i ghts, wi ndows, shutters, and structural conponents as
establ i shed by the commi ssion by rule.

(a) Products for which the code establishes
standardi zed testing or conparative or rational analysis
net hods shall be approved by submittal and validation of one
of the following reports or listings indicating that the
product or nethod or system of construction was evaluated to
be in conpliance with the Florida Buil ding Code and that the
product or nethod or system of construction is, for the
pur pose intended, at |east equivalent to that required by the
Fl ori da Buil di ng Code:

1. Acertification mark or listing of an approved
certification agency;

2. Atest report froman approved testing | aboratory;

3. A product evaluation report based upon testing or
conparative or rational analysis, or a conbination thereof,
froman approved product evaluation entity; or

4. A product evaluation report based upon testing or
conparative or rational analysis, or a conbination thereof,
devel oped and signed and seal ed by a professional engineer or
architect, licensed in this state.

Section 3. Regional energency el evator access. --

(1) In order to provide enmergency access to el evators:
3
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1 (a) For each building in this state which is six or

2| nore stories in height, including, but not linmted to, hotels
3 | and condomi ni ums, and on which construction is begun after

4| June 30, 2003, all of the keys for elevators that allow public
5| access, including, but not limted to, service and freight

6| elevators, nust be keyed so as to allow all elevators within
7 | each of the seven state energency response regions to be

8 | opened with one master el evator Kkey.

9 (b) Any building in this state which is six or nore

10| stories in height and is "substantially renovated" as defined
11| in the Arericans with Disabilities Act, as anended, after June
12 ] 30, 2003, nust also conply with paragraph (a).

13 (2) Each existing building in this state which is six
14| or nore stories in height nmust conply with subsection (1)

15| before July 1, 2006.

16 (3) MWMaster elevator keys may be issued only to the

17 | fire departnent and may not be issued to any other

18 | energency-response agency. A person may not duplicate a naster
19 | el evator key for issuance to, or issue such a key to, anyone
20 | other than authorized fire-departnent personnel. Each naster
21| el evator key nust be nmarked "DO NOT DUPLI CATE. "
22 (4) If it is technically inpossible to bring a
23| building into conpliance with this section, the local fire
24 | marshal may all ow substitute energency neasures that will
25 | provi de reasonabl e energency el evator access. The local fire
26 | marshal ' s deci sion regardi ng substitute neasures may be
27 | appealed to the State Fire Marshal
28 (5) The Division of State Fire Marshal of the
29 | Departnent of Financial Services shall enforce this section
30 (6) Builders should make every effort to use new
31| technol ogy and devel opnents in keying systens which nake it
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1| possible to convert existing equi pnent so as to provide

2| efficient regional energency el evator access.

3 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

4
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6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Revi ses BFOVISIOHS relatln? to the updating of the
Fl ori da di ng de and fo Product eval uation reports

8 under the code. "Revises the Florida Building Code to
provide requirenents relating to regional energency

9 el evator access. Requires el évators'in newly constructed
or substantlallx renovat ed buildings that are six or nore

10 stories in height to be keyed aliké within each of the
state ener?ency re5ﬂonse reglons Prov des for_ that

11 requi rement to” be phased in for i sting. buildings that
are six stories or pore |n helgh . Restricts the”issuance

12 of master elevator keys to the fire departne nt. Restricts
t he duplication of sucth keys and r uires each nmster

13 el evator key to be labeled " plicate.” Al ows
local fire marshals to pernlt subst tute ener%ency

14 measur es for el evator access PrOV|des that the |ocal _
fire marshal's decision nag appealed to the State Fire

15 Marshal . Provides for the State Fire Marshal to enforce
this act. Encourages builders to use applicable new

16 technol ogy to provide regional emergency el evator access
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