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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to use of the term"chanber of comrerce"”
creating s. 501.972, F.S.; providing definitions;
prohi biting certain business entities fromusing the term
"chanber of commerce" under certain circunstances;
provi di ng excepti ons; providing a penalty; specifying
noni mposition of certain requirenments; authorizing
chanbers of comerce to sue certain business entities to

enjoin use of certain terns; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 501.972, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:
501. 972 Chanbers of commerce. --

(1) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Business entity" neans any corporation, partnership,

limted partnership, proprietorship, firm enterprise,

franchi se, associ ation, self-enployed individual, or trust,

whet her fictitiously naned or not, doing business in

this state.

(b) "Chanber of commerce" neans a voluntary nenbership,

dues- payi ng organi zati on of busi ness and professi onal persons

dedi cated, as stated in the articles of incorporation or byl aws

of the organi zation, to inproving the econonic climte and

busi ness devel opnent of the community, area, or region in which

the organi zation is | ocated and which:
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1. Operates as an approved not-for-profit corporation

under chapter 617 and as a corporation or association qualified
for tax exenpt status under s. 501(c)(3) or s. 501(c)(6) of the
I nt ernal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended.

2. Files any required corporation annual reports with the

Secretary of State and, if applicable, required annua

information returns with the United States | nternal Revenue

Ser vi ce.

3. Is governed by a volunteer board of directors of at

| east seven nenbers who are el ected from anong the nenbershi p of

t he organi zati on and who serve w t hout conpensati on.

(2) A business entity, other than a chanber of commerce,

shall not use the term "chanber of commerce" in its nane or to

describe itself, except for binational chanbers of comrerce

recogni zed by the Ofice of International Affairs of the

Departnent of State or chanbers of comerce in existence on or
before October 1, 1992. Any business entity which violates this

subsection coomits a m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(3) This section inposes no requirenent for oversight or

regul ation of a business entity nane, tradenark, trade nanme, or

other requirenent for filing or registration under any provision

of | aw.
(4) Subject to the provisions of s. 495,151, a chanber of

conmerce may sue any business entity that is not a chanmber of

commerce as defined in this section to enjoin such entity from

using the term"chanber of commerce"” in its nane or to describe

itself as a chanber of commerce in any busi ness or conmerce.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003.
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