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ENROLLED
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An act relating to health care; anending s.
408.036, F.S.; providing an exenption from
certificate-of-need requirenents for certain
open- heart-surgery prograns; providing criteria
for qualifying for the exenption; requiring the
Agency for Health Care Adnministration to report
to the Legislature; providing for expiration of
the exenption; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (t) is added to subsection (3) of
section 408.036, Florida Statutes, to read:

408.036 Projects subject to review, exenptions.--

(3) EXEMPTIONS. - -Upon request, the follow ng projects
are subject to exenption fromthe provisions of subsection
(1):

(t)1. For an adult open-heart-surgery programto be

| ocated in a new hospital provided the new hospital is being

established in the location of an existing hospital with an

adult open-heart-surgery program the existing hospital and

the existing adult open-heart-surgery program are being

relocated to a replacenent hospital, and the repl acenent

hospital will utilize a closed-staff nodel. A hospital is

exenpt fromthe certificate-of-need review for the

establ i shnent of an open-heart-surgery programif the

application for exenption subnmtted under this paragraph

conplies with the following criteria:

a. The applicant nust certify that it will nmeet and

continuously maintain the mninmum Fl orida Administrative Code
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and any future licensure requirenents governi ng adul t

open- heart prograns adopted by the agency, including the nost

current guidelines of the Anerican Coll ege of Cardiol ogy and
Anerican Heart Association Quidelines for Adult Open Heart
Pr ogr ans.

b. The applicant nust certify that it will nmaintain

sufficient appropriate equi pnent and health personnel to

ensure quality and safety.

c. The applicant nust certify that it will maintain

appropriate tines of operation and protocols to ensure

availability and appropriate referrals in the event of

ener genci es.

d. The applicant is a newWy licensed hospital in a

physi cal |ocation previously owned and |icensed to a hospita

perforning nore than 300 open-heart procedures each year

i ncl udi ng heart transpl ants.

e. The applicant nust certify that it can performnore

than 300 di aghostic cardi ac catheterization procedures per

year, conbined inpatient and outpatient, by the end of the

third year of it's operation.

f. The applicant's payor nix at a mnimumreflects the

community average for Medicaid, charity care, and self-pay

patients or the applicant nmust certify that it will provide a

m ni nrum of 5 percent of Medicaid, charity care, and self-pay

to open-heart-surgery patients.

g. |If the applicant fails to neet the established

criteria for open-heart prograns or fails to reach 300

surgeries per year by the end of its third year of operation

it must show cause why its exenption should not be revoked.

h. 1In order to ensure continuity of avail able

services, the applicant of the newWy licensed hospital may
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1| apply for this certificate-of-need before taking possession of
2| the physical facilities. The effective date of the
3| certificate-of-need will be concurrent with the effective date
4] of the newWy issued hospital |icense.

5 2. By Decenber 31, 2004, and annually thereafter, the
6 | agency shall subnmit a report to the Legislature providing
7 | informati on concerning the nunber of requests for exenption
8 | recei ved under this paragraph and the nunber of exenptions
9| granted or deni ed.
10 3. This paragraph is repeal ed effective January 1,
11 | 2008.
12 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
13 | I aw
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