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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 0571 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to governnental reorganization;
transferring the school readiness services systemwthin
t he Agency for Workforce I nnovation to the Executive
Ofice of the Governor; transferring the responsibilities
for regulating and licensing child care facilities from
the Departnent of Children and Famly Services to the
Departnment of Business and Professional Regul ation;
providing legislative intent with respect to funding
school readiness and prekindergarten prograns; anendi ng
ss. 411.01 and 411.0105, F.S., relating to the Florida
Partnership for School Readi ness, the Early Learning
Qpportunities Act, and the Even Start Family Literacy
Prograns; conform ng provisions to changes nmade by the
act; anmending s. 402.302, F.S.; revising definitions;
anmendi ng s. 402.3025, F.S.; requiring the Departnent of
Education to adopt a uniformcurriculumfor children in
child care prograns; requiring standards and curricul um
for pronoting readi ng readi ness; requiring a program of
literacy assistance for parents of preschool children;
providing legislative intent with respect to funding
prograns for preschool children; anmending s. 402. 30501,
F.S.; authorizing the Departnent of Education to nodify
certain child care courses; anending s. 402.3115, F.S.;
requiring the Departnent of Business and Professional
Regul ation to work with | ocal governnental agencies to
elimnate duplicative inspections of child care

facilities; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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HB 0571 2003

Section 1. (1) The school readi ness services system

provi ded under s. 20.50(2)(c), Florida Statutes, is transferred

fromthe Agency for Workforce |Innovation to the Executive Ofice

of the Governor by a type two transfer, as provided in s.
20.06(2), Florida Statutes.

(2) The regulation and |icensure of child care facilities
under ss. 402.301-402.319, Florida Statutes, is transferred from
the Departnent of Children and Fam|ly Services to the Depart nment

of Busi ness and Professional Regulation by a type two transfer,
as provided in s. 20.06(2), Florida Statutes.

Section 2. It is the intent of the Legislature that:

(1) The school readiness programthat serves children from

birth to 4 years of age shall develop a unified funding fornul a

that considers all available funds that can be funneled into a

singl e funding stream

(2) The prekindergarten programthat serves chil dren who

are 4 years of age shall receive allocations of state funds

based on an equitable funding fornmula that is based on the

nunber of children served.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4), paragraphs (b)
and (c) of subsection (9), and subsection (10) of section
411.01, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

411.01 Florida Partnership for School Readi ness; school
readi ness coalitions.--

(4) FLORI DA PARTNERSHI P FOR SCHOOL READI NESS. - -

(a) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness was
created to fulfill three major purposes: to adm nister schoo
readi ness program services that help parents prepare eligible

children for school; to coordinate the provision of school
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HB 0571 2003
readi ness services on a full-day, full-year, full-choice basis

to the extent possible in order to enable parents to work and be
financially self-sufficient; and to establish a uniform
screening instrunent to be inplenmented by the Departnent of
Education and adm ni stered by the school districts upon entry
into kindergarten to assess the readi ness for school of al
children. Readi ness for kindergarten is the outcone neasure of
t he success of each school readiness programthat receives state
or federal funds. The partnership is assigned to the Executive
Ofice of the Governor Ageney—for—\Workiorcetnnovation for
adm ni strati ve purposes.

(9) FUNDI NG SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM - -

(b) Notw thstanding s. 20.50:

1. The Executive Ofice of the Governor Agency—for
Wor ki oree—tnnovation shall adm nister school readi ness funds,

pl ans, and policies pursuant to the contract with the Florida

Part nership for School Readi ness and shall prepare and submt a
uni fi ed budget request for the school readiness programin
accordance with chapter 216.

2. Al instructions to |ocal school readiness coalitions
shall emanate fromthe Executive Ofice of the Governor Agerey
for—\Workforece—tnnovation pursuant to policies of the
Legi sl ature, plans of the Florida Partnership for School

Readi ness, and the contract between the Florida Partnership for
School Readi ness and the Executive Ofice of the Governor
agehey.

(c) The Executive Ofice of the Governor Agency—for
Workforce—tnnovation shall prepare a plan that provides for the

distribution and expenditure of all state and federal schoo

readi ness funds for children participating in public or private
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HB 0571 2003
school readi ness prograns based upon an equity and performance

funding fornmula. The plan shall be submtted to the Governor and
t he Legi sl ati ve Budget Comm ssion. Upon approval, the
Legi sl ati ve Budget Conmi ssion shall authorize the transfer of
funds to the Executive Ofice of the Governor Agency—for
Workioreetnnovation for distribution in accordance with the
provi sions of the fornula.

(10) SCHOOL READI NESS UNI FORM SCREENI NG, - - The Depart nent

of Education shall inplenent a school readi ness uniform

screening, including a pilot programduring the 2001- 2002 schoo
year, to validate the systemrecomended by the Florida
Partnership for School Readi ness as part of a conprehensive

eval uati on design. Beginning with the 2002- 2003 school year, the
departnent shall require that all school districts adm nister

t he school readiness uniformscreening to each ki ndergarten
student in the district school systemupon the student's entry
into kindergarten. Children who enter public school for the
first time in first grade nust undergo a uniform screening
adopted for use in first grade. The departnment shall incorporate
school readiness data into the K-20 data warehouse for

| ongi tudi nal tracking. Notw thstanding s. 1002.22, the
departnment shall provide the partnership and the Executive

Ofice of the Governor Agercy—for—\Vbrkiorcetnnovation with

conplete and full access to kindergarten uniform screening data

at the student, school, district, and state levels in a format

that will enable the partnership and the Executive Ofice of the

Governor ageney to prepare reports needed by state policymakers
and | ocal school readiness coalitions to access progress toward
school readi ness goals and provide input for continuous

i nprovenent of |ocal school readiness services and prograns.
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HB 0571 2003
Section 4. Section 411.0105, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:

411.0105 Early Learning Opportunities Act and Even Start
Fam |y Literacy Programs; |ead agency. --For purposes of
adm nistration of the Early Learning Opportunities Act and the
Even Start Fam |y Literacy Progranms, pursuant to Pub. L. No.
106- 554, the Executive Ofice of the Governor Agenrcy—for
Workforce—tnnovation i s designated as the | ead agency and nust

conply with | ead agency responsibilities pursuant to federal

| aw.

Section 5. Subsections (4) and (14) of section 402. 302,
Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

402. 302 Definitions.--

(4) "Departnent" neans the Department of Business and

Pr of essi onal Regul ati on Ghildren—andFamty Services

(14) "Secretary" nmeans the Secretary of Business and

Pr of essi onal Regul ati on Ghildren—and—tFamty—Services
Section 6. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (1) of

section 402. 3025, Florida Statutes, are anended, and paragraph
(e) is added to that subsection, to read:

402. 3025 Public and nonpublic schools.--For the purposes
of ss. 402.301-402.319, the follow ng shall apply:

(1) PUBLIC SCHOOLS. --

(c) The Departnent State-—Beard of Education shall adopt
rules to inplement this subsection, including a uniform

curricul um standardsforprograns—i-n-subparagraphs{a)2—and-3—,
whi ch takes into account recognize the vulnerability of children

under 5 years of age and nake special provisions to ensure their

health and safety. Such rules shall include, but not be Iimted
to, faeities— personnel staffing and qualifications,
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HB 0571 2003
transportation, and health and safety practices. In preparing

such rules, the Comm ssioner of Education shall reviewthe
standards already existing in the state and the recomrendati ons

of appropriate professional and accreditation agenci es.

(d) The Departnent of Education shall nonitor and enforce

ron-t-orhg—and—enforcerent—of conpliance with age-appropriate
standards established by rul e of the-State BeardofEducation

shall—be-the responsibity—of the Departnment of Education. The

rules shall provide age-appropriate standards and a curricul um

for pronoting early childhood preparation for readi ng. The

curriculumshall provide for activities that nurture devel opnent

stages and foster brain devel opnent so that a child is ready to

learn to read and is able to read at or above grade | evel after

reachi ng grade one.

(e) The Departnent of Education shall adopt rules for a

programto offer literacy assistance to parents of preschool

children. The program shall be designed to increase parents'

training for and involvenent in their children's preschool

education and to provide famly literacy activities.

Section 7. It is the intent of the Legislature that the

funds all ocated for child care and school readiness in birth-to-

4-year-old progranms be conbi ned whenever possi bl e.
Section 8. Section 402.30501, Florida Statutes, is anmended

to read:

402. 30501 Modification of introductory child care course
for community college credit authorized. --The Departnent of
Educati on Ghildren—and—Famty—Services may nodi fy the 40-cl ock-
hour introductory course in child care under s. 402.305 or s.
402.3131 to neet the requirenments of articulating the course to

community college credit. Any nodification nust continue to
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HB 0571 2003
provi de that the course satisfies the requirenents of s.

402. 305(2) (d).

Section 9. Section 402.3115, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

402. 3115 Elimnation of duplicative and unnecessary
i nspections; abbreviated inspections. --The Departnent of

Busi ness and Prof essi onal Regul ati on Ghildren—and—Famty

Services and | ocal governnental agencies that |icense child care

facilities shall develop and inplenent a plan to elimnate
duplicative and unnecessary inspections of child care
facilities. In addition, the departnment and the |oca
gover nnent al agenci es shall devel op and inpl enent an abbrevi at ed
i nspection plan for child care facilities that have had no d ass
1 or Cass 2 deficiencies, as defined by rule, for at |least 2
consecutive years. The abbrevi ated i nspection nust include those
el enents identified by the departnment and the | ocal governnental
agenci es as being key indicators of whether the child care
facility continues to provide quality care and programm ng.
Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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